BAD NEWS
Isaiah 37:1-7

In 1993, Charles Colson received the Templeton Prize for Progress in Religion.  The one-million-dollar prize was the largest prize for achievement in any field.  It is kept higher than the Nobel prizes in such fields as science and literature in the belief that religion is more important.

Colson served seven months in prison for obstructing justice in
the Watergate cover-up in 1972 and was known as the scandal’s 
“hatchet man.”  His conversion later led to the founding of 
Prison Fellowship in 1976.  In response to this award, 
Colson said, “Out of tragedy and adversity came great 
blessings.  I shudder to think of what I would have been
                   if I had not gone to prison.”

God can use adversity to make us who he wants us to be. 
Ray Charles – “There’s nothing written in the Bible . . . that says 
   if you believe in me, you ain’t going to have no troubles.”

Bad news comes in many ways: a loved one dies, you are let 
go from your job, a friend leaves town, you have an accident.
For Hezekiah adversity came in the form of a threat to the 
nation of Judah over which he reigned as king.

Background
In 722 B.C. Sennacherib, the king of Assyria, invaded Israel in the north and captured the capital city of Samaria.  He also took the people out of the Promised land and many never returned.

In 715 B.C. Hezekiah became king of Judah and he reigned for twenty-nine years.  In that same year Sennacherib invaded the 
area of Judah and came to the city of Jerusalem.  

King Hezekiah’s faith was weak so he paid the tribute of eleven tons of silver and one ton of gold so the city would not be taken.  Some of the money came from the king’s own treasure, but he 
took the rest from the temple of the Lord.

Then 14 years later (36:1) in 701 BC Sennacherib again came 
and attacked Israel (Isaiah 36:1).  He sent his general Rabshakeh 
to threaten Jerusalem into surrendering so they would not have to fight to take the city (36:13-20).

MESSAGE RECEIVED      :1-2
  Mouring      :1
Tearing one’s clothes and wearing rough sackcloth were signs 
of mourning over some kind of tragedy you had experienced.  
Job 2:12 When Job’s three friends saw him from a distance, 
they did not recognize him.  And they raised their voices and wept,
   and they tore their robes and sprinkled dust on their heads.

Henry – “The more Rabshakeh reproaches God the more 
Hezekiah wants to honor him, by rending his clothes for 
                      the dishonor done to him (God).”

After showing his grief he went to the temple of the Lord.
No one could help him except the Lord who promised to be with his people watch over them and protect them from their enemies.

Hezekiah wanted to know what God wanted him to do.
Isaiah 31:2 Woe to those who go down to Egypt for help 
and rely on horses, who trust in chariots because they are 
many and in horsemen because they are strong, but do not 
   look to the Holy One of Israel or consult the Lord.

Instead of trusting the Lord and asking for his guidance
those who don’t trust him trusted in their military strength.

  Application 
When adversity or trials come God wants us to trust him.
Our trust is seen in coming to him in prayer.

Thomas Watson – “It is one heart-quieting consideration in all 
the afflictions that befall us, that God has a special hand in them.
      Whoever brings an affliction, it is God that sends it.”


God wants us to trust him not ourselves which includes:
· Not our own ability – to make things happen. 
· Not our own resources – to change the situation.
· Not our own strength – to solve the problem.
· Not our own wisdom – to make decisions.

  Action      :2
Eliakim – was in charge of the palace.
Shebna – was the secretary of state.
Senior priests – who oversaw the temple. 

In other words, he sent senior leaders to meet with Isaiah about the crisis the city was now facing with the threat of surrendering.
He wanted to hear what the prophet had to say about the situation.

We should always want to hear what God has to say.
What he has to say is more important than anyone else.
· We hear God speak to us through his word.
· We can hear God speak to us through prayer.

NEWS DELIVERED       :3-4
  Despair      :3
Distress (KJB trouble) – Heb. affliction or adversity.
They were facing a serious problem.

Rebuke – Heb. chastisement, correction or punishment.
They were being punished.

Disgrace (KJB blasphemy) – Heb. contempt or despise. 
They were not being shown respect.

The three words describes three aspects of the day:
· This is a time of trouble to cry to God for help.
· This is a day for decision, for God to rebuke them.
· This is a day when God has been mocked.

This day is like when a woman comes to the point of giving birth to her child, but does not have the strength to finish giving birth.

No strength – to be able to defend yourself.
He feels helpless to do anything against the Assyrians.

John Gill – “They were in the utmost pain and distress; they could not help themselves, nor could Hezekiah help them; and therefore
 must perish, unless they had immediate assistance and relief.”

  Hope      :4
May be – Heb. perhaps.  It is used to express doubt or fear.
Isaiah 47:12 Perhaps you may be able to succeed.

Hezekiah does not take for granted the Lord will hear his plea. 
We can never demand that God do something for us.
He is God and we are the people of his pasture.
He does not answer to us, we answer to him.
Isaiah 40:22 It is God who sits above the circle of the earth,
           and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers.

Pink – “Being infinitely elevated above the highest creature, 
He is the Most High, Lord of heaven and earth.  Subject to none,
   influenced by none, absolutely independent: God does as 
      he pleases, only as he pleases always as He pleases.”

Mock (KJB reproach) – Heb. blaspheme, defy or taunt (:17,22,24).
It is to show no respect because you believe it is nothing.
I Samuel 17:10 Golath mocked God and the armies of Israel.

Living God – in contrast to idols who are not real.
Isaiah 40:19 An idol! A craftsman casts it, and a goldsmith overlays it with gold and casts it with silver chains.

John Gill – “To reproach the living God; who has life in and of himself, and is the fountain, author, and giver of life to all others; him he reproached by setting him on a level with lifeless idols.”


Rebuke (KJB reprove) – Heb. correct, decide or judge.
God will punish the Assyrians for threatening Jerusalem.
Psalm 48:2-3 Mount Zion the city of the great king. 
Within her citadels God has made himself known as a fortress.
God himself is her security, not the walls or the soldiers in it.

Prayer – Heb. intersession for the people of Jerusalem.
Prayer is asking God to help you in our time of need.
It is showing God your faith in him to act on our behalf.

Remnant that is left – because the rest of the land of Judah 
had been conquered so Jerusalem was the only city left. 
If God did not intervene on their behalf the nation of Judah 
would cease exist as the northern kingdom did not exist.

  Application
Some situations are more desperate than others.
· Lose of a job to support yourself.
· Severe illness you have.
· Diagnosis of cancer.

No matter how severe the crisis you are facing is you can bring your problem to God and let him know how you are feeling.

David did that over and over again in the psalms he wrote.
Psalm 42:11 Why are you cast down, O my soul,
and why are you in turmoil within me?  Hope in God; 
for I shall again praise him, my salvation and my God.

PROMISE STATED      :5-7
  Fear not      :6
Afraid – Heb. tremble or be terrified.
We are afraid of things that we cannot control.
Henry – “Those that have made God their enemy 
       we have no reason to be afraid of.”                          
Isaiah 41:10 Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, 
     I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.
  Trust God      :7
Behold – Heb. look meaning take special notice of this.
Don’t be troubled about king Sennacherib because I will bring three punishments upon him for his arrogance and pride.

1. Put a spirit in him – God will control his thoughts so that he will 
only do what God wants him to do which is to leave Judah.

2. Hear a rumor (Heb. report) and return – the angel of the Lord killed 185,000 of his soldiers and as a result he when back to his own country without attacking Jerusalem (:36-37).

3. Fall by the sword – his own sons would kill him (:38).
He favored his younger son and so his two older sons killed him.

The word of God required faith on the part of Hezekiah because 
he was not told how or when these punishments would happen.

George MacDonald was a Scottish pastor (d.1905) – 
“Afflictions are but the shadow of God’s wings.”

APPLICATION
In his book, Knowing God, J.I. Packer wrote, “We should not be too taken back when unexpected and upsetting and discouraging things happen to us now.  What do they mean?  Why, simply that God in his wisdom means to make something of us which we have not attained yet, and is dealing with us accordingly.

He then suggests two ways of handling the trials of life.
First, by taking them as from God and asking ourselves what reactions to them, and in them, the gospel of God requires of us.

Second, by seeking God’s face specifically about them.  
If we do these two things we will not find ourselves in 
          the dark as to God’s purpose in troubles.”

Stephen Charnock – “We often learn more of God under the 
   rod that strikes us, than under the staff that comforts us.”


CONCLUSION
The hymn, Be Still My Soul, was by Katharine von Schlegel during a revival in Germany in 1700’s.  The hymn was based on Isaiah 30:15 In quietness and in confidence shall be your strength.

Be still, my soul; the Lord is on thy side;
bear patiently the cross of grief or pain.
Leave to thy God to order and provide;
in every change He faithful will remain.
Be still, my soul; thy best, thy heav'nly Friend
through thorny ways leads to a joyful end.

Be still, my soul; thy God doth undertake
to guide the future as He has the past.
Thy hope, thy confidence let nothing shake;
all now mysterious shall be bright at last.
Be still, my soul; the waves and winds still know
His voice who ruled them while He dwelt below.

PRAYER
The, prayer, Peril, in the Valley of Vision:
Sovereign Commander of the universe,
I am sadly harassed by doubts, fears, unbelief.
  In a felt spiritual darkness.
My heart is full of evil surmising and disquietude,
  and I cannot act in faith at all.

Help me, O Lord,
  To throw myself absolutely and wholly on thee,
  for better, for worse, without comfort,
  and all but hopeless.

In my distress let me not forget this.
All-wise God, 
Thy never-failing providence orders every event,
  sweetens every fear . . .
  brings real good out of seeming evil . . .
  to teach me to live by faith upon thy blessed self.

