COMPLETE EXCHANGE
Isaiah 1:12-20

There is an interesting Jewish legend about the creation of man.
On the eve of man’s creation, God counseled with the angels around his throne.  “Create him not,” said the angel of justice.
He will commit all kinds of cruelties and injustices toward his fellowman.”

“Create him not,” said the angel of truth.  “He will be false to 
Thee and to others.”  “Create him not,” said the angel of holiness.  “He will indulge in that which is impure in Thy sight, and he will dishonor Thee.”

There was silence until the angel of mercy spoke.  He said, 
“Create him, heavenly Father.  When he sins and turns penitently from sin to the path of right, truth and holiness, I will take him tenderly by the hand, speak loving words to him and bring him 
to Thee for Thy mercy and forgiveness.” 

So God created man in his own image, I the image of God 
created he him . . .and breathed into his nostrils the breath 
of life and man became a living soul (Genesis 1:27; 2:7).

We sin naturally because we were born with a sin nature
and we sin willingly because we choose what pleases us.
As a result of our sin against God, we need to be forgiven.

William Plumer (d.1850) was a Baptist lay preacher – 
    “Sinners need nothing more than pardon.”

WORSHIP CONDEMNED      :12-15
  Rituals      :12
Men were required to come to the temple three times each year: Passover, Pentecost, and Tabernacles.  They thought that by attending the required feasts God would be pleased with them. Because of their sinful behavior God saw their attendance as hypocritical. 
  
  Offerings      :13-14
Vain (NKJ futile, NIV meaningless) – Heb. empty or worthless. Their offerings and sacrifices were worthless to God without faith and repentance.  God did not want the meaningless sacrifices of animals – they were symbols of faith that the animal died in their place and showed their repentance for sin.

New moon – at each new moon (month) they held a festival 
with sacrifices and the blowing trumpets (Num. 10:10). 

Sabbath – the seventh and last day of the week was to be for worship along with the first and last days of the three yearly feasts.

    Any act of worship which we do that is not done from 
             a pure heart is not acceptable to God.

Prayers      :15
Spread out your hands – people lifted their hands up to God 
which demonstrated a recognition of their dependence on him.
Ex. 9:29 Moses said, “I will stretch out my hands to the LORD.”

Full of blood – they had committed all kinds of different crimes against their fellow man such as: greed, or lust, or vindictiveness. They used the right outward signs, but their actions showed they did not do what was right.

REPENTANCE REQUIRED      :16-17
God exhorts them to repent of their sins by changing their actions to show their repentance.  They must change their behavior: 
wash, remove, cease, learn, seek, correct.  
               
Trapp – “Repentance with man is the changing of his will.”

:17 They would have to learn to do what is good because they were accustomed to continuing doing evil.
  
Fatherless . . . widow – were the poor and needy in the land. 
Concern for the poor and needy was a practical demonstration 
of true godliness instead of evil (:23).

FORGIVENESS OFFERED      :18-20
  Invitation      :18
Come now – is an exhortation to try the mercy God offers. 
Isaiah 55:1 Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters;
      come, buy and eat!  Come, buy wine and milk.

Reason (NIV settle) – Heb. to decide a case in court with the purpose of declaring that someone either innocent or guilty.

Genesis 31 Jacob flees from his father-in-law Laban and Laban accuses him of stealing his household gods which he denies.
:37 Set it (this dispute) before your kinsmen and my kinsmen, 
                 that they may decide between us two.

Isaiah 2:4 God shall judge between the nations, 
 and shall decide disputes for many peoples.

Isaiah 11:3 He (Messiah) shall not judge by what his eyes see,
          or decide disputes by what his ears hear.

God is calling for his people to repent of their sins.
He issues an invitation for them to be forgiven.
They have rebelled against him (:2b) and his laws (:4).
He wants them to repent so that he can forgive them.

Calvin – “I would no longer contend with you, 
     if you would bring me an upright heart.” 

Scarlet – bright red depicts their hands full of blood (:15).
The dark red portrays not only the dreadful character of sin,
but also its indelible nature.  You can immerse cloth in any other color and the stain can be removed.  But once dark red color has thoroughly set into cloth it is impossible to remove without damaging the fabric.  Even if the cloth is scrubbed the fibers 
will still retain their dark red hue.  

There is nothing man can do to change his evil, sinful nature.
Only God can forgive his sin and erase the stain of our sin.

White as snow – pure without any stain of sin.
Psalm 51:7 Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.
Snow is seen as white because as the light hits each ice crystal it 
is reflected in all directions, causing us to perceive it as white.

White – is a symbol of holiness, purity and righteousness.
Daniel 11:35 They may be refined, purified, and made white.
White robes are the symbol of our sins having been forgiven.
Revelation 7:9 A great multitude that no one could number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes.

Here is a second example of the contrast between red and white.
Crimson – rich deep red which can look like purple.
Wool – naturally white before it is dyed some other color.

Keil & Delitzsch – “Sin is called red, inasmuch as it is a burning heat which consumes a man, and when it breaks forth consumes his fellowman as well.  The reddest possible sin shall become,
               through His mercy, the purest white.”

Snow . . . wool – convey the idea of complete cleanliness of heart.
Jesus paid it all; all to him I owe.
Sin had left a crimson stain; he washed it white as snow.

  Application
God will completely and unconditionally forgive our sins if we truly repent of them by changing our mind and behavior.
· Ask God to forgive you of the sin you committed.
· Believe God will forgive you completely.
· Commit yourself to not repeating that sin.

  Consequences      :19-20
Willing – Heb. accept, consent or inclined.
30:9 Rebellious . . . unwilling to hear the instruction of the Lord.
God has given man a free will to choose to obey or disobey him – 
the choice is theirs.  If they choose to repent, they will be blessed, if they choose not to repent, they will be punished.
Obedient – Heb. to listen with intent to do what was said.
It is acting on what you have been told to do.

Westminster Shorter Catechism (87) – “A sinner with 
grief and hatred of his sin, turns from it unto God, 
with full purpose of and endeavor after, new obedience.”  

Eat the good of the land – enjoy the blessings which God provided for them which included food to eat and to live in safety.

Deut. 28:3-4 Blessed shall you be in the field. Blessed shall be the fruit of your . . . ground and the fruit of your cattle, the increase 
              of your herds and the young of your flock.

Wiersbe – “Instead of pronouncing judgment, the Judge offered pardon. If they would cleanse themselves by repenting and 
                         turning from sin (:16-17)”.

:20 Refuse – Heb. to be unwilling the opposite of willing.
Rebell – Heb. disobedience or reject authority.

Sword – the punishment of being destroyed (:7) or taken from the land which ultimately happened some 150 years later when the Babylonians took them into captivity for 70 years.

  Application
If we do not repent of our sin, but continue in it God will:
· Cause us to feel guilty for our sin.
· Continue to allow our conscience to convict us.
· Remove his blessing from our life.

ILLUSTRATION
Queen Victoria (d.1901) once visited a large paper mill.  She was shown, among other places, the “rag room” where tons of filthy rags were stored.  “How can these dirty rags be made white and pure?” she asked.  “I have a chemical process by which I can remove all the grime and uncleanness from those rags and make them immaculately white,” answered the superintendent.
Sometime later, the Queen found on her writing desk some of the most beautiful writing paper she had ever seen.  Accompanying 
the paper was a note which read: “Will her Majesty be pleased to accept a specimen of my paper with the assurance that every sheet
    was manufactured out of the dirty rags which she saw?”

Man may be able to clean dirt and filth away with chemicals, 
  but only the blood of Christ can clean the stain of our sin.

  Pardon through Christ
God can take away the stain of sin without compromising his righteousness because Christ took our punishment on himself 
when he died on the cross so we could be completely forgiven.

Isaiah 53:5-6 He (Christ) was pierced for our transgressions;
he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed.
All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—
to his own way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.

Romans 3:23-24 All have sinned and fall short of the glory 
of God, and are justified by his grace as a gift, through 
        the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.

Hebrews 10:10 We have been sanctified through the 
 offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.

I Peter 2:24 He (Christ) himself bore our sins in his body on 
the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. 
          By his wounds you have been healed.

Billy Graham – “If his conditions are met, God is bound by his Word to forgive any man or woman of any sin because of Christ.”

Man may whitewash his sin, but only Jesus can wash it white.




CONCLUSION
James Nichoslon in 1862 wrote the hymn, Whiter Than Snow.
He was a postal worker who taught Sunday School and led singing in a church in Philadelphia.  This hymn comes from the phrase in Psalm 51:7 Wash me and I shall be whiter than snow.

Lord Jesus, I long to be perfectly whole;
I want Thee forever to live in my soul,
Break down every idol, cast out every foe;
Now wash me and I shall be whiter than snow.

Lord Jesus, for this I most humbly entreat,
I wait, blessed Lord, at Thy crucified feet;
By faith, for my cleansing I see Thy blood flow,
Now wash me and I shall be whiter than snow.

Lord Jesus, before You I patiently wait,
Come now, and within me a new heart create;
To those who have sought Thee, You never said "No,"
Now wash me and I shall be whiter than snow.

PRAYER
The prayer, Passion, in the Valley of Vision:
Holy, Lord, How little repentance there is in the world,
  and how many sins I have to repent of!
I am troubled for my sin of passion (strong desire),
  for the shame and horror of it as an evil;
I purpose to give way to it no more,
  and come to thee for strength to that end.

There is in all wrongs and crosses a double cross –
  that which crosses me,
  and that which crosses thee;
My sin is that my heart is pleased or troubled
  as things please or trouble me.

Give me, then, repentance, true brokenness,
  lasting contrition, for these things 
  thou wilt not despise in spite of my sin.


