A SURE INHERITANCE
I Peter 1:1-5

Years ago, there was a small town in Maine that was proposed 
for the site of a great hydro-electric plant.  A dam would be built across the river and the town would be submerged under water.
When the project was announced, the people were given several
months to arrange their affairs and relocate to another town. 
During those months, a curious thing happened.  Any kind of improvement ceased and no painting was done.  No repairs
were made on the buildings, roads or sidewalks.  Day by day
the whole town became shabbier and shabbier.

A long time before the waters came, the town looked uncared 
for and abandoned, even though the people had not yet moved 
away.  One citizen explained why the town looked so bad,
[bookmark: _Hlk509908732]“Where there is no faith in the future, there is no power 
in the present.”   Because the town didn’t have a future the 
people saw it as hopeless and therefore didn’t care about it.

Chuck Swindoll in his book on I Peter titled Hope Again wrote,
  “Hope is a wonderful gift from God, a source of strength 
        and courage in the face of life’s harshest trials.”
· When we are overworked and exhausted,
hope gives us fresh energy.
· When we are discouraged, hope lifts our spirits.
· When we are tempted to quit, hope keeps us going.
· When we struggle with a crippling disease or 
            a lingering illness, hope helps us persevere. 
· When we fear the worst, hope brings reminders
that God is still in control.
· When we say our final farewell to someone we love,
hope in the life beyond gets us through our grief.
Hope isn’t merely a nice option that helps us temporarily 
      clear a hurdle.  It’s essential to our survival.”
Hope is what helps us go on when life becomes difficult.  
ELECT EXILES      :1
Elect exiles (KJB strangers, NKJ pilgrims) – Gk. someone 
who lives in a foreign country with the native people (2:11).

The five provinces listed here were in the area of modern Turkey.
Wherever they were born they are now scattered to other nations.
In the OT Israel’s identity was attached to the Promised Land.
God’s blessing came to them as they lived in the land.
He would provide for their physical needs with food, property 
and security.  He would provide for their spiritual needs with 
the tabernacle and a priesthood to offer sacrifices.

Believers are God’s chosen people living as foreigners on earth.
We are waiting for our permanent home with Christ in heaven.
Philippians 3:20 Our citizenship is in heaven and from it 
             we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.

The word citizenship is only used here in the NT.  
It means the state or country to which a person belonged.  
Believers live on earth, but are citizens of heaven.
Our citizenship is based on our loyalty, not our location.

Vance Havner – “Christians are not citizens of earth trying 
to get to heaven, but citizens of heaven making their way 
through this world.  We are not at home in this world 
              because we are made for a better one.”

The hymn, This World Is Not My Home, was published in 1919.
This world is not my home I'm just a-passin' through
My treasures are laid up somewhere beyond the blue
The angels beckon me from heaven's open door
And I can't feel at home in this world anymore.

Oh Lord, You know I have no friend like you
If heaven's not my home then Lord what will I do?
The angels beckon me from heaven's open door
And I can't feel at home in this world anymore.
[bookmark: _Hlk509915335]LIVING HOPE      :3
Peter praises and thanks God for his magnificent mercy which
has given us a new beginning and future hope by completely
changing our lives from what they were in the past.

[bookmark: _Hlk509915776]New birth – Gk. to give new life to (:23 born again).
The word is used to describe what happens to trees, plants
and flowers when they come to life in the springtime. 
John 3:3 Jesus said to Nicodemus, “Unless one is born again 
    (born from above) he cannot see the kingdom of God.”

This new birth is not a physical birth but a spiritual birth. 
It takes place as the Word of God comes into our life and 
gives us spiritual life through Jesus Christ.  Where as once 
we were dead spiritually, now we are live in Christ.

Peter pictures our hearts as dry and shriveled and dead in sin until
God implants new life in us which gives us a living hope which is
based on the resurrection of Jesus from the dead.

[bookmark: _Hlk509919866] For believers our future hope is not just wishful thinking or a vague feeling that everything will turn out right in the end but
it is based on the resurrection of Jesus from the dead.  If God
raised him up from the dead, then he will also raise those who 
believe in him from the dead.   

[bookmark: _Hlk509920698] Ephesians 2:12 Remember that you were separate from Christ,
. . . without hope and without God in the world.

A living hope – is the expectation of going to heaven after you die.
F.B. Meyer the famous British pastor in early 1900’s called 
the living hope “the link between our present and future.”  

Our living hope is the present promise we hold on to in this life and the future reward we look forward to in the next life.
The Christian life is not just about life here and now but the great
and wonderful expectation of living with Jesus Christ forever.
[bookmark: _Hlk509921065]PERMANENT INHERITANCE      :4
Matthew 6:19 Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth,
where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and seal.

Anything we have here on earth is subject to change and decay.
It might be valuable today but worthless tomorrow.  It might be
here today and gone tomorrow because it could be stolen.  Our
only lasting treasure is our salvation in Christ. 

Our inheritance is his salvation and reunion with Christ. 
Psalm 16:9-11 David describes our future hope.
             My heart is glad and my tongue rejoices;
                      my body also will rest secure, 
          because you will not abandon me to the grave.
            You have made known to be the path of life;
            You will fill me with joy in your presence,
            with eternal pleasures at your right hand.

Peter describes our inheritance with three words.
[bookmark: _Hlk509921235]1. Imperishable – Gk. incorruptible because it will be secure. 
The word was used of a territory which was secure against
invading armies.  The land of Palestine has been overrun
by enemy’s time and time again throughout history.

[bookmark: _Hlk509921524]Our heavenly inheritance will be a place of perfect safety.

2. Undefiled (NIV spoil) – Gk. it will never stain or tarnish.
There is not a country in the world that is free from the 
effects of sin that ruin and destroy people’s lives through
immorality, drugs, greed, pride, selfishness, and evil. 

[bookmark: _Hlk509921547]Our heavenly inheritance will be a place of perfect holiness.

3. Unfading – Gk. – it will never lose its value or glory.
The glory of Solomon’s temple lasted only a short time before it
was destroyed.  The great cities of Babylon and Rome gradually
disappeared.  The beauty of the flowers quickly fades away.
But in heaven nothing will ever be dulled by time or destroyed
by man, but will continue to remain perfect and complete.

[bookmark: _Hlk509921585]Our heavenly inheritance will be a place of perfect beauty. 

Kept (KJB reserved) – Gk. to guard from loss.
The centurion kept guard over Jesus on the cross (Matt. 27:54).
Acts 12:5 Peter was kept under guard in the prison (Acts 12:5).

The word kept is in the perfect tense which indicates that 
our inheritance already exists and is being preserved for us.
Christ is in heaven now and will be there forever for us enjoy
His presence when we get there.

[bookmark: _Hlk509921937]Death will not remove it; sin will not destroy it and 
time will not change it, because our inheritance is secure.
Calvin – “We ought to apply our minds to mediation upon a future life (in heaven), so that this world may become cheap to us.”

The shorter Westminister Confession of Faith puts it this way:
               The Chief end of man is to know God
                          and to enjoy Him forever.

[bookmark: _Hlk509922350]DIVINE PROTECTION      :5
Shielded – Gk. is a military word which means that the object
is being guarded or protected so that it is safe from harm.

Believers are being guarded by God’s power and this is their
guarantee that they will be victorious over their struggles. 

[bookmark: _Hlk509923246]Salvation – Gk. deliverance or preservation.
Spiritually it is deliverance from the wrath of God when he
judges each person for their individual sins.  Here the word  
carries the thought that we will be delivered not only spiritually from our sins but also physically from our struggles.

[bookmark: _Hlk509922544]Our inheritance is certain and we are being protected.
ILLUSTRATION
Jim Kaat, a hall of fame pitcher for the Minnesota Twins baseball team from 1961-1973, was asked by a sportswriter what it meant to be a Christian and a professional athlete.  He answered by relating an experience that had taken place on the pitcher’s mound a couple of weeks earlier in the season.  

It was at the end of a crucial game – a game the Twins needed 
to win if they were to have a chance at the league championship.
Kaat needed to only get one more batter out for them to win.
As he prepared to throw the ball the thought went through his mind, “I’m sure glad my destiny isn’t riding on this next pitch.”

As Christians, we have a similar assurance.  When we receive 
Jesus Christ as our Savior, we are born again into God’s family.
At that moment we are given an eternal inheritance that will never be taken away from us because it is kept by the power of God.

Richard Baxter – “Christ brings the heart to heaven first 
                                   and then the person.”

APPLICATION
For the Christians heaven is secure because they believe Christ died for their sins against God to be forgiven.

Heaven is only for those who have accepted Christ as their Savior.

CONCLUSION
The hymn, Be Still, My Soul, was written by Katharin von Schlegel in 1752 as the result of a revival movement in Germany.

Be still, my soul: the Lord is on thy side.
Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain.
Leave to thy God to order and provide;
In every change, He faithful will remain.
Be still, my soul: thy best, thy heav’nly Friend
Through thorny ways leads to a joyful end.

Be still, my soul: thy God doth undertake
To guide the future, as He has the past.
Thy hope, thy confidence let nothing shake;
All now mysterious shall be bright at last.
Be still, my soul: the waves and winds still know
His voice Who ruled them while He dwelt below.

Be still, my soul: the hour is hast’ning on
When we shall be forever with the Lord.
When disappointment, grief, and fear are gone,
Sorrow forgot, love’s purest joys restored.
Be still, my soul: when change and tears are past
All safe and blessed we shall meet at last.

 PRAYER
Our Heavenly Father,
We thank you for the assurance and hope of heaven
  Where we will be with you forever and ever,
  Where there will be no more sin,
  Where we will fully experience your
    grace, mercy and love forever.

We look forward to the day when we will be with 
our Savior Jesus Christ to honor and worship him.

We have the assurance that heaven will be there 
  when we die or you take us to be with you,
  that it will not change over time,
  that it will be more glorious than
  we can imagine in our mind.

Thank you for the promise of heaven which 
  is beyond our comprehension 
  or imagination now in this life.















