CHRIST CRUCIFIED
I Corinthians 2:1-2

A newly hired salesman stunned his superiors with his first report, for it revealed that he was nearly illiterate.  He wrote, “I seen this outfit who aint never got a dimes worth of nothin from us an solte them sum goods.”  But before he could be fired, a second letter arrived.  It read: “I came to Chicawgo an sole them haff millyon.”

The sales manager dumped the problem into the president’s lap.
The next day the staff was amazed to see the salesman’s letters 
on the bulletin board, with this memo: “We ben spendin tow much time tryin to spel intead of trying to sell.”  I want everybody should read these letters from Gooch, who is doin a grate job, and you should go out and do like he done!”

Sometimes we get so preoccupied with appearances that we lose sight of our primary purpose.  We care more about presenting the gospel flawlessly than we do about just sharing the truth of it.
When looking for opportunities to present the gospel, remember 
it is the facts that really matter, now how well we speak.

MAN’S WISDOM      :1
Although Paul was a deep thinker and good debater (Acts 19:8-10, 26:24-29) he chose not to use the oratorical skills of the human philosophers of Greece and Rome as he presented the gospel.
He didn’t need their techniques to share the gospel because 
the gospel has its own power to save people from their sins.
Romans 1:16 I am not ashamed of the gospel, 
  for it is the power of God for salvation . . . 

Lofty (KJB excellency) – Gk. eloquence or grand.
He did not come using great oratory language.

Wisdom – Gk. knowledge of things by experience.
1:22 Greeks seek wisdom as the highest virtue.

J.B. Phillips – I came to proclaim to you God’s secret purpose;
I did not come equipped with any brilliance of speech or intellect. 
Stephen Charnock – “To come with man’s wisdom would detract from the strength and excellency of the word . . . The Spirit’s eloquence quickly convinceth a man by its own evidence.
Carnal (human) wisdom charms the ear, but this strikes the heart.”

Man’s wisdom detracts from the glory of God who is honored 
by the simplicity of the gospel, not by man’s cleverness.

Charnock listed four points:
1. All human wisdom must be denied, when it comes in competition with the doctrine of Christ.

2. Christ and his death are the choicest subject for the wisest ear.

3. As all Christ, so especially his death, is the object of faith.

4. As all of Christ, so more especially his death, in all the mysteries of it, ought to be the main subject of a Christian’s knowledge.

Charnock – “Christ hung on the cross, that their souls might 
      be captivated to the obedience of a crucified Lord.”

  Application
My wisdom does not enhance the gospel.
1. Don’t pretend to be cleaver in sharing the gospel.
· Use simple language anyone can understand.
· Explain any theological words you use.

2. Just share the simple facts that:
· Everyone is a sinner
· God must judge our sin to be just.
· Christ died for their sin.
· He rose on the third day to defeat death.
· He is now in heaven having completed our salvation.

God calls us to believe the facts that Jesus died for our sins.
Anselm (d.1109) was Archbishop of Canterbury– “I do not seek to understand that I may believe, but I believe that I may understand.”
CHRIST’S SACRIFICE      :2
  Decision
Decided (KJB determined) – Gk. to purpose or resolve.
He had made up his mind about what he was going to do.
Luke 9:51 When the days drew near for Jesus to be taken up
(to heaven after the crucifixion), he set his face to go to Jerusalem.

Paul was determined to share Christ with people, not anything else.
No nothing – to approve of their way of thinking.
Nothing (KJB not) – Gk. absolute negative.
1:15 No one may say that you were baptized.
1:17 Not with words of eloquent wisdom.

Except (KJB save) – Gk. negative particle meaning no.
Paul uses a double negative to emphasize he had come to only preach about Jesus Christ and his crucifixion, not anything else. 
The good news of salvation is only about Jesus Christ. 
· He alone paid the price for our sins to be forgiven. 
· He alone is our Savior.
· He is our hope of eternal life.

Acts 4:12 There is salvation in no one else, 
for there is no other name under heaven 
given among men by which we must be saved.

Paul had not come to support their culture.
1. Not their traditions – which the Greeks had held for centuries.
Significant life events such as: births, marriages and death were
marked by certain rituals.   Sacrifices were made to their gods.

2. Not their philosophical wisdom – was used to make sense of the world so man could understand it.  The subjects included: ethics, astronomy, biology, logic, philosophy and mathematics. 

3. Not their poets – where the mysteries of their religion were
recorded.  Their gods were depicted in human forms, and their stories were put into poetry which served as a form of worship.

4. Not their mysterious oracles – people sought guidance on personal and public matters from Pyrthian their high priestess. 
She was believed to have wisdom of the future for them.

  Application
We are not to support the culture that is ungodly.
Gay rights, homosexual marriage, transgender orientation,
or religious equality where all faiths are equal.

Christians are to share the gospel so people will come 
to faith in Christ alone for the forgiveness of their sins.

Romans 10:9-10 If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is 
Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, 
you will be saved. For with the heart, one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved.  :14 How are they
       to believe in him of whom they have never heard?

  Person
Jesus – the name given to his parents before he was born.
Greek – Salvation is from Yahweh or Yahweh is salvation.
Matthew 1:21 The angel told Joseph, “You shall call his 
name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.”

Paul uses the name Jesus 500 times in his epistles.
He emphasizes the person Jesus who lived and died.

Christ – Greek for the OT anointed one the Messiah. 
It is through the Messiah that the promises of God are kept.

Jesus Christ is promised in the OT, in the gospels he is presented, in the epistles he is explained and in Revelation he is revealed.
The OT looked forward to the coming of Christ and the NT 
reveals those prophecies were all fulfilled in him. 

Martin Luther – “In his life Christ is an example showing us 
how to live; in his death, he is a sacrifice satisfying for our sins; 
in his resurrection, a conqueror; in his ascension, a king;
                 in his intercession, a high priest.”
  Crucifixion
Paul would not share anything with them but Jesus Christ even though he was crucified as a criminal by the Roman authorities.
Matthew 27:38 Two robbers were crucified with Jesus,
          one on the right and one on the left.

 1. Severity 
Crucified – was a very slow and painful way to die which is why 
it was used for criminals and those who revolted against Rome.

Charnock – “The agonies of Christ were more than the sufferings
   of all the martyrs (throughout history) all men in the world, 
     since God laid upon him the sins of the whole world.” 

2. Curse
The punishment Jesus endured forgive the guilt of our sins.
Galatians 3:13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of 
the law by becoming a curse for us—for it is written, 
“Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree.”

Charnock – “Though Jesus never sinned . . . standing in our 
stead, he put himself also under the obligation of punishment.  
And thus the weight of the whole punishment due to man was 
              laid upon Christ by God as a just judge.”

3. Substitute 
I Peter 2:21,22 Christ suffered for you . . . he committed no sin.
:24 Christ himself bore our sins in his body on the tree . . . 
          by his wounds you have been healed.

Charnock – “Jesus received the full execution of punishment upon himself on the cross, as a substitute in our place, which nullified that sentence as to any force upon those who believed in him.”

4. Effects
Crucified – Gk. the perfect tense describes something that took 
place in the past and the effects continue into the present.
The death of Christ took place on Good Friday in 33 AD, but the effects continue forever as his death paid the penalty for our sins.
Elisha Coles – “Sin could not die, unless Christ died; 
       Christ could not die, without being made sin; 
      nor could he die, but sin must die with him.”

Romans 6:10 The death Christ died he died to sin, once for all.

Hebrews 9:12 Christ entered once for all into the holy places, 
not by means of the blood of goats and calves but by means 
   of his own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption.

John Owen – “Place your faith particularly upon the death, blood,
   and cross of Christ; that is, on Christ as crucified and slain.”

CONCLUSION
The hymn, When I Survey The Wondrous Cross, was written by Isaac Watts in 1707.  This hymn maybe the finest of the over 600 hymns he wrote.  His goal was to write hymns that caused people to think about their faith and be moved to faithfully walk with Christ instead of just singing words without meaning. 

When I survey the wondrous cross
On which the Prince of glory died,
My richest gain I count but loss,
And pour contempt on all my pride.

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast,
Save in the death of Christ my God!
All the vain things that charm me most,
I sacrifice them to His blood.

See from His head, His hands, His feet,
Sorrow and love flow mingled down!
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet,
Or thorns compose so rich a crown?

Were the whole realm of nature mine,
That were a present far too small;
Love so amazing, so divine,
Demands my soul, my life, my all.

PRAYER
The prayer, The Precious Blood, from the Valley of Vision:
Blessed Lord Jesus,
Before thy cross I kneel and see 
  the heinousness (shockingly evil) of my sin,
  my iniquity that caused thee
  to be ‘made a curse’
  the evil that excites the severity
  of divine wrath.

Thy blood is the blood of incarnate God,
  its worth infinite, its value beyond all thought.
Infinite must be the evil and guilt
  that demands such a price.

Sinner that I am . . . 
Yet thy compassions yearn over me,
  thy heart hastens to my rescue,
  thy love endured my curse,
  thy mercy bore my deserved stripes.

Let me walk humbly . . . 
Triumphing gloriously as an heir of salvation. 

