SPIRITUAL MATURITY
I Corinthians 16:13

In the 1960’s Joe Namath was quarter back for the New York Jets.
He was arrogant, bold, brash and conceited.  He was nicknamed “Broadway Joe.” In a press conference before Super Bowl III in 1969 he guaranteed the underdog Jets would win over the highly favored Baltimore Colts and they did 16 to 7.

During his heyday he wrote a book titled, I Can’t Wait Until Tomorrow . . . Cause I Get Better-Looking Every Day.  While
he prided himself about his good looks, the title is a reminder to believers that we should becoming more and more like Christ
each day that we live meaning become mature.

Chuck Swindoll – “What does it mean to be grown up?  It means such things as being fully developed, having the marks of wisdom, not just knowledge; the self-discipline and commitment of an authentic walk with Christ seven days a week; the determination 
to obey God and to submit to the truth of His Word at any cost.”

There is no such thing as instant maturity.
Maturity is truth applied over time.

Paul gives four commands all of which are military words to challenge believers to stand firm in their faith and become mature.

PASSIVE ATTITUDES
  Be watchful
Be watchful – Gk. to be alert or to be awake.
Soldiers who stood guard were to always watch for danger.
It is used of watching for the return of Christ (Mark 13:34).

1. People
I Cor. 15:33 Bad company ruins good morals.
Evil people can have a dangerous the influence on those who are good.  Satan is a master deceiver and uses evil people to corrupt and then to destroy good people.

When Absalom rebelled against David, he influenced David’s adviser Ahithophel to be his counselor (II Samuel 16:20-23).
When the rebellion ended with Absalom dying in battle, Ahithophel went and hanged himself (17:23).

  Application
In your friendships ask yourself:
· What influence do my friends have upon me?
· Do I stand up for my convictions?
· Do I allow others to change my convictions?

2. Satan
I Peter 5:8 Be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls 
around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 

Prowls around – constantly looking to attack us when we are not
ready.  He doesn’t call attention to his attack, but sneaks up on us.

Thomas Watson – “Satan’s time of tempting . . . is when 
he thinks he finds us most secure.  Satan watches his time, 
and when we least suspect, then he throws in a temptation.”

Satan also tempts each person according to their desires.
Thomas Adams – “Satan, like a fisherman, baits his hook
             according to the appetite of the fish.”

  Application
Be aware that Satan is looking for ways to tempt you:
· When you are angry or frustrated.
· When you are hungry or tried.
· When you are not content or happy.

  Be faithful
Stand firm – Gk. to hold your ground.
Soldiers in battle were to stand their ground and not retreat.
Christians are to be firmly grounded in their faith so they can 
persevere in their walk with the Lord and not be shaken.

1. Temptation
I Cor. 10:12 Let anyone who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall.
The world in which we live, our own desires and the lure of Satan tempt us to sin against God.  Satan uses what appeals to us so that we will choose according to our desires rather than God’s will.

F.B. Myer – “Christ’s purpose is to deliver from the power of sin.  The guilt is gone, but the power remains.”  No matter how strong you think you are the influence of our sinful nature is still with us. 

  Application
Know that temptation is always around you.
· Beware of your sinful nature.
· Beware of your personal weakness.
· Be careful in how you respond to temptation. 

2. Belief
Make sure what you believe is the truth so you are not deceived.
I Cor. 15:2,11 You are being saved, if you hold fast to the word 
     I preached to you . . . we preached and so you believed.
We are continually being saved until Christ takes us home to be with him in heaven.  A true Christian continues to believe the truth which brought them to faith in Christ.

John Calvin – “To fall away was evidence that they had never
           understood what had been delivered to them.”

  Application
Ask yourself if your really are a believer in Jesus Christ.
· Do you believe he was the Son of God?
· Do you believe he died for your sins to be forgiven?

ACTIVE ACTIONS
  Be Mindful
Act like men – Gk. to be brave or have courage.
Soldiers must have courage to stand and fight.
Christians are to have understanding and wisdom.

This points to the immaturity shown by some of the believers.
They need to act like responsible adults instead of children. 

1. Grow
I Cor. 13:11 When I was a child, I thought as a child, I reasoned 
as a child.  When I became a man, I gave up my childish ways.

Warren Wiersbe – “The Corinthians were like children playing with toys that would one day disappear.  You expect a child to think, understand and speak like a child; but you also expect the child to mature and start thinking and speaking like and adult.  Children live for the temporary; adults live for the permanent.”

  Application
Don’t continue to act like a child.
· Immature – don’t know right from wrong.
· Selfish – only care about yourself.

2. Mature
I Cor. 14:20 Do not be children in your thinking.  
Be infants in evil, but in your thinking be mature.
Children – do not think through the consequences of their actions.
Infants – are innocent and do not know if something is harmful.

Mature – Gk. complete and lacking nothing meaning full-grown.
John Gill – “Maturity is what believers should be pressing after.”

Paul had been a believer for 25 years, but he was not content
to be what he had become, he wanted to be more like Christ. 
Philippians 3:13-14 Forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the 
      prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.

  Application
As a result of faithfully walking with God over a period of time believers should become mature.
· Know what you believe about God, sin and salvation.  
· The fruits of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22-23) should be growing.
A mature adult will think and choose those things that are lasting.
Decisions will not be made by just what makes them feel good.
· How do you spend your money and time?
· What are the lasting consequences of this decision?

Maturity is seen in taking responsibility for my decisions.
George Barna – “We Americans no longer are willing to accept responsibility for our actions.  We have moved away from accepting responsibility for the consequences of our actions.”

People blame everyone else for their situation:
· Parents who didn’t support them.
· Friends who lead them astray.
· Teachers who didn’t help them.

  Be Powerful
Be strong – Gk. to become strong or powerful.
Soldiers need to be strong in order to be able to fight victoriously.
The word was used by the Lord to encourage Joshua before he went into the Promised land to fight (1:6,7,9,18).

The strength of a Christian is something they are given by God. 
Ephesians 3:16 May God grant you to be strengthened 
  with power through his Spirit in your inner being.
Our power does not come from ourself, it comes from the Spirit 
of God who gives us spiritual power as we submit to him.

Ephesians 6:10 Be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power.
Oswald Chambers – “We cannot hold on to our own power.  
We have to keep letting go, and slowly, but surely, the great 
full power of God will invade us, penetrating every part.” 

  Application
Spiritual growth takes place as I allow God to take more and 
more control of my life.  That happens as I listen to His Word   
speak to me about trusting him and changing my attitudes so
the fruits of the Spirit take the place of my own attitudes.

CONCLUSION
Dudley Tyng was a young preacher in Philadelphia. He began holding noon-day services at the YMCA.  Large crowds came 
to hear this dynamic preacher.  On March 30, 1858, over 
5,000 men gathered to hear him preach from Exodus 10:11
 where Pharaoh said, “Go now ye that are men and serve the Lord.”  He was allowing them to go into the wilderness to worship.
As a result of that sermon over 1,000 committed their lives to Christ and his service.

The next week while visiting a farm his arm was accidently caught in the cogs of a corn thrasher and the main artery was severed.  Four days later infection set in and as a result of shock and loss of blood he died.  On his death bed, when his friends asked him for a final statement, he whispered, “Let us all stand up for Jesus.”

The next Sunday his friend and pastor George Duffield closed his sermon on Ephesians 6:14 Stand having girded your waist with truth, by reading a poem he had written, inspired by the dying words of his dear friend.

Stand up, stand up for Jesus, ye soldiers of the cross;
Lift high his royal banner, it must not suffer loss.
From victory unto victory his army shall he lead,
Till every foe is vanquished and Christ is Lord indeed.

Stand up, stand up, for Jesus, the trumpet call obey;
Forth to the mighty conflict, in this his glorious day.
Ye that are men now serve him against unnumbered foes;
Let courage rise with danger and strength to strength oppose.

Stand up, stand up for Jesus, stand in his strength alone;
The arm of flesh will fail you, ye dare not trust your own.
Put on the gospel armor, each piece put on with prayer;
Where duty calls for danger, be never wanting there.

You show your maturity by
defending the faith and maintaining your integrity.


PRAYER
The prayer, Morning Needs, from the Valley of Vision.
O God, Author of all good,
I come before Thee not in pride, but in humility,
  knowing that without Thee I can do nothing.
Let me walk in the valley of vision,
  where I live in the depths but see Thee in the heights,
  hemmed in by mountains of sin, yet behold Thy glory.

May my days be spent in Thee,
  not in the pursuits of the world,
  but in the pursuit of holiness.
Let me grow in grace, increase in knowledge,
  ripen for the spiritual harvest,
  and be shaped wholly into the image of Jesus.

Lord, I confess my imperfections,
  my moments of pride, my lapses in patience,
  my failures to love as Thou hast loved.
Forgive me, and renew me,
  that I may walk in wisdom,
  speak in truth,
  serve in love,
  and live in peace.

May my maturity be not in age,
  but in the depth of my dependence on Thee,
  in the purity of my motives,
  in the steadiness of my faith,
  and in the fruitfulness of my life.


