                                      BODIES CHANGED
                                      I Corinthians 15:50-54 

In 1728, when Ben Franklin was 22 years-old, he wrote an epitaph for his own tombstone which read: “The body of B. Franklin, printer, like the cover of an old book, its contents worn out, 
and striped of its lettering and gilding, lies here, food for worms.  
Yet the work shall not be lost; for it will as he believed appear once more, in a new & more beautiful edition, corrected and
                          amended by the Author.”  

Ben Franklin was right.  The bodies we have now wear out, physically decline and eventually die.  But the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ holds for us the promise of a new super natural body
which will be raised in glory, never to die again. 

John 11:25 Jesus said Martha, “I am the resurrection and the life.
    Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live.”

M. Henry – “Here is the promise of a blessed resurrection. 
Though the body be dead because of sin, yet it shall live again.” 

Those who believe Jesus died and rose again so their sins are forgiven receive spiritual life now and eternal life when they die.

CHANGED REQUIRED      :50                               
I tell you this – is a summary of Paul’s teaching about the resurrection; beginning with the resurrection of Christ (:3-18) 
and the promise of our own bodily resurrection (:19-49).

Paul has said that God can give us different bodies than we have now when we are resurrected and now, he goes on to say that our bodies must be changed in order for us to be part of the eternal
kingdom of God in heaven which will be holy and without sin.

Flesh and blood – refer to our physical bodies which were made from the dust of the ground.  As a result of sin they are fragile, weak, and liable to disease, subject to pain and eventually death.
We inherited a sin nature from Adam and as a result we will eventually die because of our sins (:22).

Cannot – Gk. absolute negative meaning no exceptions.
  Matt. 7:18 A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit.
  Mark 3:25 A house divided against itself cannot stand.

Kingdom of God – refers to those under the reign of God.
Jesus used the phrase many times meaning God had come in the person of Christ to rule in the lives of those who believed in him. 

Here it refers to heaven where God reigns in all of his glory.
M. Henry – “The human body in its present form, and with its wants and weaknesses, cannot enter or enjoy the kingdom of God.”

John 3:3 Jesus told Nicodemus, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of heaven.”  Unless 
a person is reborn spiritually so their sins are forgiven God will 
not allow them to be in his presence because of their sin nature.

A.W. Pink – “God only is infinitely, immutable holy.  He is absolute Purity, unsullied (not stained) even by the shadow of sin.”

Perishable (KJB corruption) – Gk. destruction or perishing.
It is used in of physical death as a result of our sin nature.
II Peter 2:12 He describes the punishment on false teachers,
“like irrational animals . . . born to be caught and destroyed.”

John Calvin – “Our bodies, being liable to corruption, 
         cannot inherit God’s incorruptible kingdom.”

God will not allow sin to ruin heaven like it has done on earth.
Romans 8:21 Creation itself will be set free from its bondage 
     to corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory . . . 

 Application
1. No matter how long we live everyone eventually dies.
Psalm 90:10 The years of our life are seventy, or even by reason 
    of strength eighty; yet their span is but toil and trouble.
Now matter how long we live, the suffering we experience in our lives now is because of sin which results in: disease, sickness, disappointment, hardship and loss of loved ones and our death.

2. There must be a change for us to enter God’s kingdom.
We cannot enter heaven with the body we have now because it
is dying and sinful, not eternal and perfect. 

3. We must die first so we can be resurrected with a new body 
that will be without sin and therefore subject to death.

IMMEDIATELY CHANGED      :51-53
  Mystery      :51
Behold – Gk. an imperative which is used to call the reader’s attention to an important statement which is about to be made.   
John 1:29 When John saw Jesus coming to be baptized, he said, “Behold, The lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.”

Mystery – Gk. something hidden until God reveals it to us. 
It is not something we can discover with our own understanding. 

A mystery is a spiritual truth that had not been made known by previous generations, but which God has now revealed it to us.
Eph. 3:5 The mystery of Christ was not made known to . . . 
        other generations has now been revealed.

Sleep – is the way the NT describes death of a believer because it is not permanent, but only temporary like our nightly sleep from which we wake up in the morning.

Acts 7:60 When Stephen was stoned to death by the angry crowd who rejected his call to repentance Luke wrote, “He fell asleep.”

I Thess. 4:16 I do not want you to be uninformed (KJB ignorant)
about those who are asleep or grieve as others with no hope.

Many believers will not die, but will be alive when Christ returns to earth.  Though they will not be raised from the dead like those who have died, they too will receive new incorruptible bodies.
  Immediate      :52
Our physical bodies will be changed in just an instant.  The change
will take place so quickly we will not be aware of what happened.  

Moment (only used here) – Gk. cannot be cut in two or indivisible.
It will happen so quickly you will not be able determine when it began or started and when it ended and was over.

Twinkling of an eye – is an expression which denotes the smallest conceivable period of time.  A blink takes only 1/3 of a second.  
The time is so short that it is almost impossible to measure it.

Last – Gk. close or consummation.
Last trump – shall sound to raise the dead.
As the law of God was announced with a trumpet (Ex. 19:6) so the judgment according to the law of God will be announced with the last trumpet call of God.  Believers will be resurrected to eternal life forever and unbelievers will be punished for their sins.

Matt. 24:31 God shall send out his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather is elect from one end of heaven to another.

Calvin – “As a commander, with the sound of a trumpet, 
summons his army to battle, so Christ, by his far sounding proclamation, which will be heard throughout the whole world, 
                             will summon all the dead.”

The dead will be raised to life never to die again while those who are alive will have their moral body changed to an immortal body that will never die because it will be given eternal life. 

  Application
1. People don’t look forward to death because it is the end of life. 
2. Believers recognize that we die because of our sins.
3. Believers look forward to our bodies being given eternal life.

Puritan Thomas Adams – “We expect Christ from the clouds, 
to raise our bodies, to perform (fulfill) his promises, to finish 
our faith, to prefect our glory and to draw us unto himself.”
  Required      :53
Alford Barnes – “It is necessary that a change should take place, either by dying and then being raised, or by being changed without
   seeing death; for we cannot enter heaven as we are now.”

Must – Gk. necessary meaning what is required.
God requires that we be changed because of our sinful nature.
He will not allow any sinful thing into his holy presence.
Rev. 21:27 Nothing unclean will ever enter the holy city. 

Put on (NIV clothe itself) – Gk. to put on clothes.
Matt. 6:25 Do not be anxious about your body, what you 
   will put on.  Is not the body more than clothing? 

Perishable (KJB corruptible) – Gk. destruction or perishing.
It is used in of physical death as a result of our sin nature.

Mortal – Gk. subject to death so that it eventually dies.
Hebrews 9:27 It is appointed to man to die . . . 
Everyone eventually dies because we were born with a sin nature which causes us to break the law of God that results in death.
The bodies of believers must be changed so that it will no longer be subject to death because of sin, but will live forever. 

Warren Wiersbe – “The heavenly kingdom is not made for the kind of bodies we have now, bodies of flesh and blood.  So when Jesus returns, the bodies of living believers will instantly be transformed to be like his body and the dead believers shall be raised with new glorified bodies . . . not subject to decay or death.”

DEATH DEFEATED      :54
When – our bodies are changed at the last trumpet then death will finally be defeated, but not until that time comes, we will continue to experience the death of loved ones and die ourselves.

Paul paraphrases Isaiah 25:8 where the context is about God saving his people from their enemies and protecting them from death.
Isaiah wrote, “He shall swallow up death forever.”
The time would come when there would be no more death.
Paul takes the thought from Isaiah that one day death will be no more to say, “death which seems so final has been defeated by 
the resurrection of Christ which gives believers eternal life.”

Wiersbe – “Christians have victory in death and over death!  Because of the victory of Jesus Christ in His own resurrection, Jesus said, ‘Because I live, you shall also live’ (John 14:19).”

ILLUSTRATION 
The country song Lead Me Home written by Jamey Johnson in 2006 describes the change which will take place when we die.

I have seen my last tomorrow, I’m holding my last breath,
Goodbye, sweet world of sorrow, my new life, begins with death.

All my burdens, are behind me, I have prayed, my final prayer, 
Don’t you cry over my body, ‘cause that ain’t me, lying there.

I am standing on the mountain, I can hear the angels’ songs,
I am reaching over Jordan, take my hand, Lord lead me home.

APPLICATION
1. Death is the result of our sin against the law of God. 
Genesis 2:17 You shall not eat of the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil, for in the day you eat of it you shall surely die.

2. Death is not the end, but the beginning of our eternal life.
Because death is not the end, we do not have to fear death like those who don’t believe in the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Death is like a doorway which we pass through from this life to the next.

3. Do you know for certain that you have accepted Jesus Christ 
as your Savior so your sins are forgiven by God and as a result
you will go to heaven when you die?

CONCLUSION
The song, We Shall Behold Him, was written by Dottie Rambo in 1980. She and a friend were driving to a revival when an unusually beautiful sunset appeared. She said there were “colors that I had never seen in my lifetime.” 

She thought of the wonderful prospect of Jesus, “coming on 
the clouds of heaven with power and great glory” (Matt. 24:30).  
It was all she could do to drive as she began to compose the words and melody in her mind.

The sky shall unfold preparing His entrance
The stars shall applaud Him with thunders of praise
The sweet light in His eyes shall enhance those awaiting
And we shall behold Him then face to face.

And the angels shall sound the shout of His coming
And the sleeping shall rise from their slumbering place
And those who remain shall we shall be changed in a moment
And we shall behold Him then face to face.

Oh, we shall behold Him yes, we shall behold Him
Face to face in all of His Glory, Oh, we shall behold Him
Yes, we shall behold Him face to face our Savior and Lord.

PRAYER
Our Heavenly Father, 
We thank you for our bodies because you created us.  
We suffer because of sin in our lives and look forward to the hope of a new glorified body without the pain we now experience.  

We groan now, but not forever.  Our light and momentary troubles will soon be over when we are resurrected to eternal life to be forever with you in your glory when we will be restored to what you intended us to be before sin broke us.

In the triumphant name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 
who conquered death and brought immortality to life through 
the gospel.




