                                     HEAVENLY BODY
                                    I Corinthians 15:42-44

Our human body is the most complex machine ever put together.

Although the average adult weighs about 180 pounds their body has: 222 bones; several trillion cells; 639 muscles; from 3 to 5 gallons of blood; several miles of nerves, arteries, and veins;

with over a thousand specialized small parts and about 10 major organs which perform such unique feats of electric conduction

and chemical transformation that it would take a book to adequately explain how they work. 

The body is a well-designed machine so complicated only the Maker can understand it.  Every organ and every cell has its own function to do.  It was created to run forever, but the result of sin 

is that some part of it wears out over time, so we eventually die.
Moses wrote Psalm 90 at the end of Israel’s wandering in 

the desert for 40 years and saw thousands of people die.

  :10 The years of our life are seventy, or even by reason 

     of strength eighty; put their span is but toil and trouble.

In the time of Moses (1500 B.C.) the average person lived 70 years, while some who were stronger lived to be 80 years old.  Now as a result of modern medicine people live to be 90 or even longer, but eventually everyone dies.  No one lives forever.
William Gurnall – “God, to prevent all escape, has sown 

the seeds of death in our very constitution and nature, so that 

    we can as soon run from ourselves, as run from death.”
                We die as a consequence of our sins.  
               Romans 3:23 The wages of sin is death.

        Hebrews 9:27 It is appointed unto man to die once.  
Context

After clearly proving that Christ rose from the dead in the first part of the chapter Paul now goes on to emphasize the dramatic change that will take place when our body will be raised from the dead.
So it is – refers back to what he said in :40-41 that just as there is a difference between the glory of the sun, moon and stars so there will be a difference between our physical and our spiritual body. 
If there were no difference between our physical and spiritual body we would eventually die again as that body wore out.  The point is our spiritual body with be significantly different than the body we have now which he goes on to explain by way of four contrasts.
ETERNAL      :42
Sown perishable – at death it is put in the grave to decay to dust.
Perishable (KJB corruption) – Gk. destruction or perishing (:50).

It is used in the Greek translation of the OT of physical death:

  Psalm 103:4 Who redeems my life from the pit (death).

  Jonah 2:7 My life was fainting away (I was drowning).

In the NT it is also used of physical death because of sin.

Gal. 6:8 The one that sows to his own flesh will reap corruption.  
        Death is a reminder that sin separates us from God.
        1. We all eventually die as a result of our sins. 

        2. Some die younger than others, but everyone dies.
        3. Some die in accidents or disease and others naturally.
Raised imperishable – from death to eternal life never to die again.
Imperishable – Gk. not to be destroyed or perishable (:50,53,54).
The same Greek word as perishable, but with a negative before it.

 II Tim. 1:10 Jesus Christ has abolished death and brought life 

                and immortality to light through the gospel.
            Wuest – incorruption.  Phil. – life that is eternal. 

Jesus Christ defeated death when he rose from the grave (:22).
Our future bodies will be permanent instead of temporary.

1. They will not change over time, but remain the same.

2. They will not be subject to disease or sickness or death.

3. They we will last forever instead of wearing out and getting old.

GLORIOUS      :43a
Sown in dishonor – put into the grave as a consequence of sin.
Sin only brings us dishonor instead of the glory God intended. 
Psalm 8:5 You made man a little lower than the angels
                   and crowned him with glory and honor.

Raised in glory – with dignity and honor like Christ’s perfect body.
Phil. 3:21 Christ will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body.  The change will be from dead and useless to 

alive and glorious.  No longer will our body be tainted with sin, 

but we will be made holy like our Savior Jesus Christ.
Calvin – “We are destined to know the riches of our inheritance
         when we shall come to the enjoyment of them.” 
  Application
We can serve God now, but not perfectly because of our sin.

1. Our motives can be: to control or influence or for recognition.
2. Our actions can be: dogmatic or immature or selfish.

William Barclay – “In this life it is through our bodily passions that dishonor can so easily come; but in the life to come our 
bodies will no longer be servants of passion and of impulse 
       but the instruments of the pure service of God, 
          of which there can be no greater honor.” 

When our bodies are changed and our sinful nature is gone, we will truly be able to serve God faithfully like the angels in heaven.
POWERFUL      :43b
Sown in weakness – put into the grave broken and useless.
There is nothing more useless than a dead lifeless body.

It has no power or strength to do anything.

Raised in power – because it will not be subject to death.
Alford Barnes – “It shall be no longer liable to disease; 
no more overcome by the attacks of sickness; no more subject 
to the infirmities and weaknesses which it here experiences.”
  Application
We will no longer suffer with any physical limitations:
1. We will not become tired and weary anymore.
2. We will not experience illnesses and sicknesses.  
3. We will not be frustrated because we cannot do what we want.
Leon Morris – “We will throw off the limitations of which 

                     we are so conscious in life on earth.”

SPIRITUAL      :44

Sown a natural body – having physical life like any living thing. 
Barnes – “It is sustained by breath, and food, and sleep; it is endowed with the organs of sense, the eye, the ear, the smell, 
the touch by which we communication with the external world.”
Raised a spiritual body – not subject to our physical limitations.

It will be a body that does not have to have all of the physical 
organs that our present physical body must have to function.

Paul has already used the words “natural” and “spiritual” to distinguish between those who do not have the Holy Spirit and those who do have the Holy Spirit living within them (2:14-15).
Oswald Sanders – “The term spiritual body does not imply 
that it is ethereal and ghostly, but rather that it will be subject 

               to the spirit, not to our fleshly desires.”
The natural person belongs to this present passing world (1:20), 

while the spiritual person is a citizen of heaven (Phil. 3:20).

Christians have received the Holy Spirit and therefore they have been given a spiritual nature and will receive a spiritual body.

There will be a great contrast between our present physical body and our future spiritual body as he has described because our spiritual body will be holy instead of sinful. We will have the 
nature of Christ instead of our old sinful nature controlling us.

  Summary

If – since there are physical bodies in which we now live there will also be spiritual bodies when those bodies are raised from the dead. 
The bodies will be different and distinct from one another just as the sun, moon and stars (:41) are different from one another.

We cannot fully understand what our spiritual body will be like. 

In the words of Calvin, “It is incomprehensible.” 
  Resurrected Body 

Oswald Sanders described our resurrected body:

1. It will be a spiritual body, but will be perfectly adapted 

to our heavenly environment.
2.  It will a real body, not a phantom, but will be like that of 

the risen Christ, who challenged his disciples, “Touch and see.”

John 20:27 Jesus said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and 

see my hands and put out your hand and place it in my side.”
3. It will be a recognizable body, having identity with the physical body that has been laid to rest.  After the resurrection Jesus spoke of having “flesh and bones.”  The Apostles recognized Jesus.
John 20:20 Jesus showed the disciples his hands and his side.

    Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord.
  Application

Our spiritual body will cause us to do what is right not wrong.

Romans 7:19-20 I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not
    want is what I keep doing.  Now if I do what I do not want, 
       it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells in me. 

We continually struggle with sinful thoughts which leads to sinful actions because we have a sinful nature.  That nature causes us to be arrogant, conceited, selfish and stubborn so that we chose to do what we want and not what God wants us to do.  
The result of our sinful nature is that we break his laws:

· We worship ourselves or others.
· We desire what belongs to others.
· We are deceitful and do not always tell the truth. 

When we are raised from the dead and given a spiritual body, we will no longer have our sin nature and therefore have the struggle with sin controlling our thoughts and actions so we do the things we don’t want to do.
Jesus’ words in John 8:34,36 will be a reality in our lives.  

Truly I say to you, “Everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin.  

      If the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.”

We will be free from the influence of our sinful nature and the influence of Satan so we will do what God wants us to do:

· We will desire to do what pleases him.
· We will worship him with a pure heart.
· We will serve him in holiness.
CONCLUSION

Esther Rushoi was a author, poet, composer and gospel singer.

She suffered from poor health and died at the age of 53 in 1962.

She wrote a number of hymns, but her most famous one was

When We See Christ written in 1941 as she struggled with
her poor health.  In her words, “It will be worth it all” when we finally lay our burdens down, and go to be with the Lord. The encouraging prospect in the hymn, weighing the trials and troubles of today against the boundless and eternal blessings of eternity
Oft times the day seems long, our trials hard to bear,
We’re tempted to complain, to murmur and despair;

But Christ will soon appear to catch his Bride away,

All tears forever over in God’s eternal day.

It will be worth it all when we see Jesus,

life’s trials will seem so small when we see Christ;

one glimpse of His dear face all sorrow will erase,

so bravely run he race ‘til we see Christ.

 PRAYER
Thomas a Kempis (d.1471) was a devotional writer.
He wrote a prayer on the miseries of this life:
Let me understand the shortness of my days.

So long as I am in this world, I am poor, 

  a stranger and a pilgrim.

All the time we have in life 
  is as the shortest night.

Few and evil are my days and 
  after a while they will end.

For a little while a person may be 
  remembered by his friends,

but assuredly the righteous will be 
  remembered forever because 
  they are linked to God for eternity and 

  God is always the same and will never die.

Therefore, happy are those who 
  do not place trust in humanity, 
  nor find joy in any worldly thing, 
  but instead fix their heart in heaven,
  for whatever is in this world is temporary.
