ORIGIN of DEATH
Genesis 2:7, 15-17

Benjamin Franklin did not invent the statement, but made it famous in a letter he wrote in 1789 talking about the Constitution of the US.  The statement came from a play in 1716: “in this 
world nothing can be said to be certain, except death and taxes.” 
About 150,000 people die every day or about  60 million a year.  

We face death every time we lose a loved one or when we attend a Memorial Service.  They are reminders that eventually 
we all die.  My grandfather Jesse died of a heart attack when he was 62 years old while bowling and my father Gordon died when he was just 65 years old after two years with a brain tumor.  

Ecclesiastes 3:1-2 For everything there is a season and a time for every matter under heaven.  A time to be born and a time to die.
All the world is a hospital and every person in it a terminal patient.

Hebrews 9:27 It is appointed to man to die once.
Benjamin Franklin – “Death takes no bribes.”
John Blanchard (d. 2021) – “Death is the greatest fact of life.”

 MAN CREATED      :7
Formed – Heb. craft, create, make or put together.
The picture is of a master craftsman at work shaping a work of art.
Jeremiah 18:3-4 of a potter making a vessel with his hands.

Psalm 139:13-14 gives a description of our body. “You formed 
my inward parts; you knitted me together in my mother’s womb.  
   I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.

God made man in two stages which reflect man’s two parts.
First, God created Adam’s body formed from the dust of the earth.

Second, God created his soul when he “breathed into his nostrils the breath of life.” Our soul is our person which includes our mind, desires, emotions, passions and thoughts – it is who we are.

It was when Adam’s body and soul are joined together that he become a living creature who now has life.  If a person’s body and soul are separated, that a person would then cease to have life. 

Ecclesiastes 12:7 Solomon in describing death – “The dust returns to the earth as it was and the spirit returns to God who gave it.”
At death the body begins to decay and eventually it turns to dust.
At death our spirit, which refers to our inner person, returns to God
James 2:26 The body without the spirit is dead.

  Life
There is no hint of death or of the principle of death in creation.
1:31 God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was 
very good.  And there was evening and morning, the sixth day.
Creation was perfect the way God originally created it.

God created man with both body and soul, to be living creatures 
who have fellowship with him and to serve him on the earth.

:15 Adam was to serve God by taking care of the garden of Eden.
God also gave him a helper, Eve, who was created like him. 

3:8 Implies the Lord came and visited with them each day. 
They had personal fellowship with God as they talking together. 

MAN CHALLENGED      :15-17
  Garden      :15
Eden – Heb. pleasure.  The Babylonians called the lush green land from which the river flowed edenu; today we would call it oasis.
This magnificent garden was paradise as everything was perfect.

Adam’s responsibility was to make sure the trees and plants had appropriate care.  He was a guardian and steward of the garden. 

Henry – “The garden of Eden, though it needed not to be weeded (for thorns and thistles were not yet a nuisance), yet must be dressed and kept. Nature, even in its primitive state, left room 
   for the improvements . . .  giving man an opportunity of 
   admiring the Creator and acknowledging his providence.”
  Freedom      :16
Commanded (494x) – Heb. to give orders or charge.
This is not a suggestion, but an order to do or not to do something.
Exodus 20 God gave the nation Israel Ten moral commandments.

Surely eat (KJB freely eat) – Heb. eat is repeated for emphasis.
Adam was given freedom to eat from any and every tree.

  Restriction      :17a
There is no reason given for this prohibition, other than it was 
a test to see if he would obey the one command given by God.
There was nothing magical about that certain tree, but eating from it after it had been forbidden by God would indeed give Adam knowledge of evil since evil is defined as disobeying God.

He already had knowledge of good because he was created in the image of God had not been affected by evil and sin.

  Violation      :17b
Before sin enters the world, God gives Adam a strong warning.
This warning came before Adam sinned or was tempted to sin.
Even before he sinned, he knew about the consequences of sin – that it would mean separation from his relationship with God.

Psalm 51:4 Against you, you only (first), have I sinned
              and done what is evil in your sight.

Westminster Confession of Faith Q. 24 What is sin?
“Sin is any want of conformity unto or transgression of any 
  law of God, given as a rule to the reasonable creature.”

Surely die – Heb. die is repeated for emphasis.
Die (835x) – Heb. the basic idea is of separation.
  Literally of physical death.
  5:5 Adam lived 930 years and he died.
  5:8 Seth (Adam’s son) lived 912 years and he died. 

  Spiritually of separation between God and man.
  The fellowship Adam had with God would now be broken.
At the moment of their sin, Adam and Even died spiritually but, because God was merciful, they did not die physically until later.

CONSECQUENCES
1.  Death is the penalty of sin.
Death is the penalty for disobeying God’s command.
To die is to lose the life which God has given us.

Romans 6:23 The wages of sin is death.
Wages – was used of the portions given to soldiers.

Sin – Gk. missing the mark when shooting at a target.
Spiritually it is to break God’s commandments.
Gill – “By sin, is meant every sin, original sin, actual sin, every kind of sin, lesser and greater . . . which is not owing (from)
            to the original nature and constitution of men.”

The consequences or punishment of sin is separation from life.
Calvin – “Surely death is a sufficient reward to the wicked.”

Genesis 3:19 God tells Adam the consequences of his sin.
By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till you return 
to the ground, for out of it you were taken; for you are dust, 
                      and to dust you shall return.

God makes it clear to Adam that death will be the separation of his body and soul, and the return of his body to the dust of the ground.
Psalm 22:15 You (God) lay me in the dust of death.
Ecclesiastes 12:7 The dust returns to the earth as it was.

Death is not, as so many understand it, a natural part of the cycle 
of life and our existence.  It is not built into our humanity.  Instead,
death is not a debt to nature but is God’s judgment on our sin.

If Adam and Eve had not sinned, death would have remained an abstract idea instead of a personal reality which we face.  None of our loved ones would have died and we would not die ourselves.


Romans 6:23 The wages of sin is death, but the free gift 
  of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
The bad news is death the good news is life when we believe
Jesus died for all our sins to be completely forgiven.

2.  Death is universal over men. 
Experience tells us that all people will eventually die.
Hebrews 9:27 It is appointed for man to die once.
NIV – “Man is destined to die once.”
Appointed (NIV destined) – Gk. reserved or waiting.  
God determined when we were born and when we will die.

This is demonstrated in the genealogy in Genesis 5.
After the name and length of their life is the statement:
“and he died.” The phrase becomes a refrain throughout 
the chapter (:5,811,14,17,20,27,31).  The point is that all of 
Adam’s descendants eventually die – every one of them, 
even Methuselah who lived to be 969 years old.

APPLICATION
Scripture is plain: no one escapes death.  Neither the rich or 
the poor.  Neither the powerful or the common man.  Neither 
the strong nor the weak.  Neither the saints or the wicked.  

Death strikes all ages and stages of life – the aged, people in the prime of life, youths and infants.  Some people die of natural causes, while others die of disease, injury or some illness.

  Sin
Why do all people die?  Romans 5:12 Sin came into the world through one man (Adam) and death through sin and so death
                 spread to all men because all sinned.

  Justice
God is a just God.  Death is the penalty for sin.  God does not treat the innocent as though they were guilty.  The universal reign of death over us reveals the universal reign of sin over humanity. 

  
Grief
Death is something we grieve over because this is not the way things are supposed to be.  God is the author and giver of life.
Rev. 21:4 In the new heaven and earth, “God will wipe away 
    every tear from their eyes and death will be no more.

  Salvation
Romans 6:23 The wages of sin is death, but the free gift 
     of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

If you believe that Jesus died on the cross for your sins to be forgiven then God will give you the free gift of eternal life.
You will no longer be held accountable for the punishment
of those sins because Christ paid the penalty for them.

ILLUSTRATION
Winston Churchill died on January 24, 1965 at the age of 90 years old.  He had arranged his own funeral.  There were stately hymns in Saint Paul’s Cathedral and an impressive liturgy.  When they said the benediction, he had arranged for a bugler high in the dome on one side to play “Taps,’ the universal signal that the day is over.  

But when that was finished, there was a long pause and then a bugler on the other side played, “Reveille,” the signal of a new day beginning.  It was Churchill’s way of communication that while we say “Good night” here, it’s “Good morning” up there.

John 11:25 Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life.  Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live.”
Thomas Watson – “We spend our years with sighing.  It is a 
 valley of tears.  But death is the funeral of all our sorrows.”

The prayer, The Second Coming, in the Valley of Vision 
includes this line: “Thou wilt come to raise my body from 
                   the dust and re-unite it to my soul.”




CONCLUSION
The hymn, Worship Christ, the Risen King, by Jack Hayford gives us the hope that Jesus conquered death for us and therefore we can have life because of his resurrection.

Rise, O Church and lift your voices;
Christ has conquered death and hell.
Sing as all the earth rejoices;
Resurrection anthems swell.

See the tomb where death had laid him;
Empty now, its mouth declares:
“Death and I could not contain him,
For the throne of life he shares.”

We acclaim your life, O Jesus;
Now we sing your victory.
Sin and hell may seek to seize us,
But your conquest keeps us free.

Stand in triumph, stand in triumph;
Worship Christ, the risen King.

PRAYER
The prayer, Spiritual Warfare, from the Valley of Vision:
O God of my exodus, 
Jesus strides forth as the victor, conqueror of death, 
  hell, and all opposing might; 
He bursts the bands of death, tramples the powers 
  of darkness down, and lives forever. 

He, my gracious surety (takes responsibility), 
  apprehended for payment of my debt, 
  comes forth from the prison house of the grave free, 
  and triumphant over sin, Satan, and death . . . 

Give me the assurance that in Christ I died, 
  in him I rose, 
  in his life I live, 
  in his victory I triumph, 
  in his ascension I shall be glorified.

