


DIVINE PROVISION
Genesis 22:1-14

Tests can be difficult and painful.   The purpose of tests is to see what we know intellectually or how strong we are physically.
We tend not to like tests because they might expose our weakness.

God tests our faith to see how strong we are spiritually.
James 1:2-3 Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet
   trials of various kinds, for you know that the testing 
            of your faith produces steadfastness.

Steadfastness (KJB patience, NIV perseverance) – Gk. root word is consistent or endurance.  It is to stand firm without giving up.
Steadfastness is to persevere to the end without quitting, giving up or walking away.  It is faith lived out in our everyday life.

REAL TEST      :1-3
God tested Abraham – to see the strength of his faith in him.

Tested (KJB tempt) – Heb. to prove or try.
I Kings 10:1 When the queen of Sheba heard of the fame 
of Solomon concerning the name of the Lord, she came 
             to test him with hard questions.

Spurgeon – “Not only are we ourselves in the hand of the Lord, 
but all that surrounds us.  We dwell within the palm of God’s hand.
We are absolutely at his disposal, and all our circumstances are
                   arranged by him in all their details.”

The reason to test is to see if something is true or not.
God wants to see if Abraham’s faith in him is real.

Here I am – Heb. complete presence, body, mind, and will, fully oriented toward the one who calls. It is the response of a servant who has already decided to obey before knowing the command.
Aristotle – “Wicked men obey from fear, good men from love.”
:2 The Hebrew plies phrase upon phrase with more and more intensity.  “Your son, your only son . . . whom you love.”
God knows Isaac is the love of Abraham’s life.  
This is a test of his love for God more than for his son.

Land of Moriah – mountainous country around Jerusalem. 
The mountains in the area rise to over 2700 feet in height.

Burnt offering – the whole offering was to be consumed by fire.
Leviticus 1:9 The priest shall burn all of it on the altar.

This is the child named ’laughter’ who has brought him so much joy.  He is the miracle son, who was born to him when he was 100 years old.  He is the one whom the entire future of God’s covenant depends on and now ordered to become a burnt offering.

Alexander Whyte – “How you would lay all night on the earth before God.  How you would neither eat bread or drink water. 
How you would plead and promise and protest; how you would vow and despair . . . Why should my dear . . . promising son be
    taken away from me in the bloom of his beautiful youth?”

:3 We are not told what he thought, but we are told what he did.
Rose early – he obeyed quickly the next day without hesitation.
Cut wood – to make a fire for the burnt offering.
Went to the place – land of Moriah to do what God told him to.
Thomas Adams – “True obedience has no lead at its heals.”

He does not question what God has told him to do; he just does it.
Obedience is trusting God because he knows what he is doing.
Disobedience is not trusting God but trusting ourselves. 

  Application
God will use the things we love the most to test our faith.
What is important to you?  Family which includes: parents, siblings, children, grandchildren, aunts and uncles.

Matthew 10:37 Whoever loves father or mother more than me 
is not worthy of me, and whoever loves son or daughter more 
                        than me is not worthy of me.

While people in our lives are important, God is more important.
We are to love him more than anything or anyone else.

Who do I love them most? My family or my God?
Psalm 73:25 Whom have I in heaven but you? And there is 
        nothing on earth that I desire besides you.

William Plumer – “It is a blessed thing when our trials 
      cure our earnest love for things that perish.”

PERSONAL FAITH      :4-8
Third day – was the time it took for Abraham to travel from 
Beersheba to Moria about 60 miles on the local roads.

Three days gave Abraham time to change his mind.
Time has a way of causing us to rethink our decision. 
Satan will have us reconsider our obedience to God.
He would have us question if we are doing the right thing.
Abraham shows his faithful obedience to the command of God.

:5 Worship – build an altar to offer a sacrifice.
Abraham had built altars to the Lord at Shechem (12:6-7),
at Bethel (12:8), at Hebron south of Jerusalem (13:18).
He had been worshipping God for years before this.

Come again – will return to meet you.  He genuinely believes that if he obeys God’s command God will raise Isaac from the dead. 
Hebrews 11:19 He (Abraham) considered that God was able 
           even to raise him (Isaac) from the dead.

:6 Spurgeon – “That knife was cutting into his own heart all the while, yet he took it.  Unbelief would have left the knife at home,
                             but genuine faith takes it.”
Abraham must have been silent and Isaac must have wondered 
what sacrifice they were going to make as he had not been told 
the true purpose of their journey.

:7 Isaac asks a practical question because to make a sacrifice 
you need an animal.  Lambs were the most common sacrifice.

Henry – Isaac’s question “was a melting word, which, one 
would think, should strike deeper in the heart of Abraham, 
           than his knife could in the heart of Isaac.”

:8 Provide – Heb. look after, regard, or see (:4).
It is translated look, see or behold over 1,000 times.
Proverbs 20:12 The seeing eye of the Lord.
Proverbs 27:12 The prudent man foresees danger. 
God will take care to see what we need.

Provide for himself – God would supply the sacrifice he required.
Since God ordered the sacrifice, he would give what was needed.
I Samuel 16:1 The Lord said to Samuel . . .  “Fill your horn with oil, and go. I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have 
                provided for myself a king among his sons.”

God provides what he needs for his will to be accomplished.
Psalm 50:10-11 Every beast of the forest is mine, the cattle 
on a thousand hills . . . all that moves in the field is mine.

  Application
God will always provide for our needs.
Matthew 6:31-32 Do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly Father
                      knows that you need them all.

Believe God will supply what you need to live.
God will give you what you need – not everything you want.
Everything we want is not beneficial to our spiritual growth.
SPECIFIC OBEDIENCE      :9-12
Notice: The story slows down and every detail is captured.
Bound (only used here) – Heb. to tie with thongs (strips of leather).
He tied Isaac’s hands and feet together so he could not escape.
Note: Isaac is now at least 20 years old so he could have resisted.

:10 Abraham is going through with the command of God,
even to the point of killing Isaac to be a sacrifice.

Slaughter (KJB slay) – Heb. technical sacrificial word for killing the victim by cutting its throat (37:31; Leviticus 1:5,11).

Human sacrifice was common among the Canaanites, Ammonites, and Moabites, often tied to gods such as Molech or Baal.  They believed their gods desired human sacrifices for their blessing.
It was always condemned by God because he is the author of life.
Psalm 139:13-14 You formed my inward parts; you knitted 
me together in my mother's womb. I praise you, for I am 
             fearfully and wonderfully made.

Obedience is trusting God even though you don’t understand.
God rewards our obedience because it shows our trust in him.
This test of Abraham was so both God and Abraham would 
know he was totally committed to do the will of God.

:11 Just as he was about to sacrifice Isaac an angel called to him.
Once again, he was willing to listen to God speak. 
I Samuel 3:10 He says, “Speak Lord, for your servant is listening.”

Here I am – Heb. complete presence, body, mind, and will, fully oriented toward the one who calls. It is the response of a servant who has already decided to obey before knowing the command.

:12 Now I know – God knew Abraham would obey. But Abraham needed to know.  He needed to know that he loved God more than anything even his only son through whom the promises came. 

DIVINE PROVISION       :13-14
Lifted up his eyes – from Isaac on the altar to see a ram which 
is much larger than a sheep caught by its horns in the bushes.
You would not expect to see a sheep in the mountains, but rams 
naturally live in the mountains.

Looked – Heb. same word as in :8 translated provide.

:14 LORD will provide (KJB Jehovahjireh) – Heb. Yahweh.
The compound word Jehovahjireh comes from the last part of 
the verse where God sees what they need and provides for it.

It expresses trust in God’s provision and faithfulness.
Jehovah Jireh my provider his grace is sufficient for me.

Summary
God asked Abraham to show his utter and total commitment to Him, and then the LORD showed he was willing to do exactly the same. Not only could God trust Abraham to walk with him, but Abraham could trust God’s promises to him. 

FULFILLMENT
Isaac is a type of Christ who willing died for our sins.
Isaiah 53:7 Like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he opened not his mouth.

John 3:16 God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish 
                             but have eternal life.

Romans 8:32 God who did not spare His own Son 
              but delivered Him over for us all.
Spare – Gk. hold back or refrain.  Calvin – “God had nothing dearer, or more precious, or more excellent than his Son.”

God gave his son for you to be forgiven of your sins.
Have you trusted the death of Christ to be forgiven?
CONCLUSION
The hymn, Grace Greater Than Our Sins, was written by Julia Johnson and published in 1910.  The words come from Romans 5:20b where sin increased, grace abounded all the more.

1. Marvelous grace of our loving Lord,
grace that exceeds our sin and our guilt,
yonder on Calvary's mount out-poured,
there where the blood of the Lamb was spilt.

3. Dark is the stain that we cannot hide,
what can avail to wash it away?
Look! there is flowing a crimson tide;
whiter than snow you may be today.

4. Marvelous, infinite, matchless grace,
freely bestowed on all who believe;
all who are longing to see His face,
will you this moment His grace receive?

Grace, grace, God's grace,
grace that will pardon and cleanse within;
Grace, grace, God's grace,
grace that is greater than all our sin.

PRAYER
In our own lives, Father, we face tests that challenge our devotion and trust in You. As we journey through trials, grant us the grace to respond as Abraham did. Help us to lay aside every fear, worry, and doubt and to approach these challenges with the assurance that You, O Lord, are with us. 

You know the burdens we carry, the questions that weigh 
heavily upon our hearts, and the uncertainties that loom before us. In moments of temptation, uncertainty, and fear, may we rest in the knowledge that You are our protector, our provider, and our guide.
 
Just as You spoke to Abraham, remind us that You speak to us—calling us to deeper faith, greater obedience, and a richer experience of Your love and presence. 

May our willingness to surrender our plans, our dreams, and 
our future to You be a fragrant offering, pleasing in Your sight.

We confess that at times we falter; in moments of fear, we question Your goodness. Forgive us, O Lord, for these moments of doubt, and draw us back to the truth of Your promises. 




