SECOND COMMANDMENT
You shall not make for yourself a craved image.
Exodus 20:4-6

In the OT the Canaanites worshiped the god Baal who they believed controlled the weather for their crops to grow.
The image looked like a man holding a lightning bolt in his hand.

One of the centers of Baal worship in ancient times was Palmyra, Syria.  The city contained not one but two temples to Baal.  The Romans erected an arch which led to the temple of Baal so the
worshippers would walk through the arch to the temple of Baal.

On a rainy Monday afternoon, September 19, 2016, at city hall park in New York City the arch that led to the temple of Baal in ancient times was unveiled.  It was 50 feet tall and had been reproduced down to the smallest detail of the original carvings.

An idol is an image which represents a deity that people worship with adoration and devotion.  In the traditional religions of Ancient Egypt, Greece, Rome, Africa, Asia and the Americas the people have practiced the worship of idols since antiquity. 
   
    Idolatry is the worship of an image as if it was a deity.
Thomas Watson – “We are led by visible objects and love to have our senses pleased.  Men naturally fancy a god that they can see;
                  though it be a god that cannot see them.”

          John 4:24 God is spirit and those who worship him 
                     must worship in spirit and truth.
         John Gill – “God is immaterial, immortal, invisible, 
                  and an intelligent and active being.”

IDOLATRY FORBIDDEN      :4-5a
  Don’t make them      :4
Shall not – negative command because our sinful nature would cause us to do this very thing (:5,7,13,14,15,16,17).

Carved image (KJB graven) – out of wood or molded out of metal. 
Deuteronomy 27:15 The work of the hands of a craftsman.
Isaiah 40:19 A craftsman casts it, and a goldsmith overlays 
                 it with gold and casts silver chains for it.

Genesis 31:34 Rachel put the household gods in a saddle bag. 
They were probably 6 to 12 inches in length.
  
Household gods (KJB images) – Heb. idols used for family worship (Judges 17-18 Micah and his priest).
  
Any likeness of anything – it was the custom of pagan people 
to think that God was represented by some creature such as: 
birds, cattle, fish, snake or some animal such as a bull because 
of its great strength.
  
Thomas Watson – “An image is to give the adoration to a creature which belongs to God only.”  Isaiah 42:8 My glory I will not give
                to another, nor my praise to carved idols.

Deuteronomy 4:15 You saw no form on the day that the Lord spoke to you at Sinai out of the fire. 

Calvin – “Worship of God must be spiritual to correspond with 
His nature. It is wrong for men to seek the presence of God in any visible image, because He cannot be represented to our eyes.”

  Examples 
1. Egyptians – made small bulls out of gold for the people to have. 

2. Philistines – worshipped Dagon the fish-god who was half man and half fish (I Sam. 5:3).  His image was: below his waist he looked like a fish and above the waist he looked like a man.

3. Aaron just after the Israelites left Egypt.
Exodus 32:4 Aaron took the gold ear rings which the people gave him and fashioned it with a graving tool and made a golden calf.
R. Cole – “It was first rough-cast in solid gold, with the details
                        subsequently hand-carved.”

Calf – Heb. young bull which can describe a three-year old animal.
Note: The image might have been 3 feet high and 5 feet long.

Cole – “The sacredness of the bull as the symbol of strength 
and reproductive power runs from Baal worship in Canaan 
          to popular Hinduism in South India today.” 

4. Jeroboam in 930 BC.
I Kings 12:28-29 Jeroboam made two golden calves . . . he set one in Bethel (southern end of Israel) and the other in Dan (far north).
The purpose was to keep the people in the ten northern tribes 
from going to Jerusalem in the south to worship.

Romans 1:21,23 Although they knew God, they did not honor 
him as God, but they futile in their thinking and their foolish 
hearts were darkened . . . and exchanged the glory of the 
immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds 
                   and animals and creeping things.  

5. Demetrius in Ephesus.
The silversmith’s made small idols of Artemis to sell.
They were upset when Paul preached the gospel and people 
were giving up their idols to worship Christ (Acts 19:22-25).

  Don’t worship them      :5a
Bow down – in worship recognizing the idol as a god.
Daniel 3:7 When Nebuchadnezzar set up the 90-foot statute 
he required people bow down to worship it.

Serve – Heb. to work and used of the Levites serving the Lord.
In worship it is to burn incense, offering a sacrifice or pray to.
The reason for serving was to show you honor and trust them. 
  
Joshua 24:14-15 Put away the gods your fathers served beyond the River and in Egypt and serve the Lord . . . choose this day whom you will serve . . . as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.
  
Psalm 100:2-3 Serve the Lord with gladness!  Come into his presence with singing!  Know that the Lord, he is God!
Spurgeon – “We should cherish his acts and be grateful 
 for his mercies . . . He should be served with joy.”

Pink – “This commandment strikes against a desire which 
is deeply rooted in the human heart, namely, to bring in some 
aids to the worship of God . . . things which can be perceived 
                                      by the senses.”

It means we are not to use images, pictures or statutes to help us imagine what God looks like.  Some churches use pictures of the apostles, Mary or saints as inspiration.  They cause us to focus 
on physical attributes instead of the character and person of God.

Jealous (6x) – Heb. used of God who will not tolerate any rival god to be worshiped (:3 You shall have no other gods before me).

1. God is jealous his chosen people would go after other gods.
Exodus 34:14 You shall worship no other god: for the LORD is a jealous God (Deut. 4:24; 5:9; 6:15).
  
Deut. 32:21 They have provoked me to anger with their idols.
God would punish those who did not honor him as the only God.
  
I Kings 11:5-7 Solomon went after Ashtoreth . . . Milcom . . . 
he did not completely follow the Lord as his father David 
had done . . . he built an altar for Chemosh . . . Molech.  

2. God was jealous they would worship him in a false manner.
  Leviticus 10:1-2 Aaron’s sons offered unauthorized fire before the Lord, which he had not commanded them.  And fire came
         out from before the Lord and consumed them.
        
They may have brought coals from their homes instead of using coals from the tabernacle because it was more convenient.
  
I Samuel 2:14 Eli’s sons took whatever choice cuts of meat they wanted from the sacrifices.  They both died on the same day in battle because of their wickedness (4:17).

We cannot worship God anyway that we choose.
God is holy and requires we worship him the way he chooses.
REASON GIVEN      :5b-6
  God judges sin      :5b
Visiting the iniquity – having observed their sin in making idols he will certainly punish them because he made a covenant with them.

On the children – their descendants who follow in their footsteps.
  Calvin – “The curse of the Lord righteously rests not only 
         on the evil man, but also on his whole family.”

Third and fourth generation – parents sometimes live to see their grandchildren and great-grandchildren.  Pink – “This was designed to deter men from idolatry by an appeal to their natural affections.”

The punishment maybe that: they are taken captive, made slaves 
or die by the hand of their enemies.  II Kings 25:11 When the Babylonians conquered Jerusalem, “The rest of the people who
        were left in Jerusalem were carried into exile.”

Hate me – by refusing to obey God’s commandments.
Instead of obeying God they do that they want to do.

  God shows mercy      :6
But – in contrast with God’s judgment on the sin of idolatry.

Steadfast love (KJB mercy) – Heb. chesed translated mercy (149x) and lovingkindness (30x).  The word occurs over 250x in the OT and expresses the grace of God instead of his judgment.
This is the love God expressed to his people and was the basis 
of the covenant he made with them at Mount Sinai.
  
Thousands – God would rather show mercy than punish us.
God’s desire is that he would be able to show his love to thousands of people, not just a few because he loves everyone.
  II Peter 3:9 The Lord is not willing that any should perish, 
            but that all would come to repentance.




  Application
1. God shows us mercy by daily providing for our needs.
He provided them manna every day for 40 years.
He provided meat for them when they complained.

2.  God shows us mercy in freely forgiving our sins if we repent. 
He provided a snake for them to look at when he punished them for the grumbling against his goodness to them.

ILLUSTRATION
British pastor F.B. Myer (d.1929) told of going to a meeting of 
the Salvation Army where there was to be an exhibition of idols.
He expected to see idols from India, Africa, and the South Seas.
But instead of those eight young men stepped to the rear of the platform and returned, each carrying a large sheet of cardboard.

One cardboard covered with pipes, cigars and tobacco, another with sham jewelry, feathers, and ribbons. Each of the sheets were covered with things that had become their idol.  These simple things had become idols to them and they had given them up.

APPLICATION
1. Idolatry is the desire to make a god we want.
We invent him to be what we want him to be.
God wants us to bow down to him as our master.

2. Idolatry is the desire to make god to serve us.
The essence of idolatry is the desire to get.
C.F. Moule – “Idolatry is an attempt to use God for man’s purposes, rather than to give oneself to God’s service.”

The hymn, O For A Closer Walk With God, was written 
by William Cowper in 1772.  Verse 5 reads:
  The dearest idol I have known, whate'er that idol be,
help me to tear it from Thy throne and worship only Thee.
              
True love for God is demonstrated
by only worshiping him, nothing else.

CONCLUSION
The hymn, Take My Life and Let It Be, was written by 
Francis Havergal in 1874.  It expresses our commitment
to Christ as the most important thing we can do.

Take my life and let it be consecrated, Lord, to thee.
Take my moments and my days; let them flow in endless praise,
let them flow in endless praise.


Take my love; my Lord, I pour at thy feet its treasure store.
Take myself, and I will be ever, only, all for thee,
ever, only, all for thee.

Take my will and make it thine; it shall be no longer mine.
Take my heart it is thine own; it shall be thy royal throne,
it shall be thy royal throne.

PRAYER
The prayer, Worship, in the Valley of Vision:
Glorious God, 
It is the flame of my life to worship thee,
  and crown and glory of my soul to adore thee,
  Heavenly pleasure to approach thee.

Give me power by thy Spirit to help me worship now,
  that I may forget the world,
    be brought into fullness of life,
    be refreshed, comforted, blessed.

Give me knowledge of thy goodness
  that I might not be over-awed by thy greatness . . .
  that I may worship thee always in spirit and in truth.

