FIRST COMMANDMENT
You shall have no other gods before me.
Exodus 20:3

Few researchers in America have achieved the professional acclaim of Francis Collons.  As a medical doctor with a doctorate in chemistry, he was appointed by President Clinton to head the Human Genome Project, which successfully decoded the three billion genes of our human DNA.  

For much of his early life, Collins was an atheist, looking at Jesus as “a myth, a fairy tale, a superhero in a ‘just-so’ bedtime story.”
Then the faith of some of his desperately ill patients prompted him to investigate spiritual issues.  Eventually, it was the universal existence of right and wrong – the Moral Law – that led him to believe in an “infinitely good and holy” God – and which,
In contrast, brought him face-to-face with his own failings, 
selfishness and pride.

Thomas Watson – “If a ship should have two pilots of equal power, one would be ever crossing the other: when one would sail, the other would cast anchor: there were a confusion and the ship must needs perish.  The order and harmony in the world, the constant and uniform government of all things, is a clear argument that there is but one Omnipotent, one God that rules over all.”

      Isaiah 45:5 I am the Lord, and there is no other, 
                    besides me there is no God.

INDIVIDUAL – You
You – Heb. is singular which means the commands are addressed to each person individually.  Each person is responsible to keep 
the commands and are individually guilty of breaking them.

Note: Eight of the ten commandments begin with: You.
The only two commandments that don’t are the fourth: 
Remember the Sabbath and he fifth: Honor your parents. 


God will judge each person for their sin in breaking his law.
Ezekiel 18:20 The soul who sins shall die.  The son shall not suffer for the iniquity of the father, nor the father suffer for the iniquity 
of the son. The righteousness of the righteous shall be upon himself
      and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon himself.

Negative commands
Keil and Delitzsch – “Nearly all the commandments are crouched in the negative form of prohibition, because they presuppose the
        existence of sin and evil desires in the human heart.”

PERSONAL – no other gods
Pink – “‘Thou shall have no other gods’ has the force of, thou shall own, possess, seek, desire, love or worship none other.  No ‘other gods’ they are called such not because they are gods, but because they corrupt hearts of men make them and esteem them as gods.”

gods – Heb. elohim was the most common word used of deity (Hebrew el means power).  A god is someone who exercises 
power over the world in which we live and over our lives.

Elohim is used of God (Gen. 1:1) and idols (Ex. 12:12 the gods 
of Egypt).  The Egyptians worshiped over 100 different gods 
which were associated with nature.  Ra – chief sun god.  
Osiris – the sun god and god of death and resurrection.  
Atum – creator god.  Apep – serpent god.  Apis – live bull. 
Isis – god of motherhood and protection. 
  
Os Guinness – “There is one God.  There is no god but God.  
And there is no rest for any people who rely on any god but God.  In order to let God be God, we must worship and love God alone.”

Thomas Watson gave 6 reasons to have only one God.
 1. Acknowledge that he is God.
  I Kings 18:39 When Elijah prayed and fire came down from
  heaven the people said, “The LORD he is God.” 

 II Kings 19:15 Hezekiah prayed, “Let all the nations know 
                that you, O LORD, are God alone.
 LORD (in all capital letters) – Heb. Yahweh meaning 
the one who exists.  Exodus 3:14 I AM WHO I AM.
Calvin – “He is self-existent and therefore eternal; 
       and thus gives being to every creature.”

2. Choose him instead of other gods.
Joshua 24:15 Choose you this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your fathers served . . . or the gods of the Amorites . . .
    But as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.
Watson – “Our will must choose God.  Religion is not 
                        a matter of chance, but of choice.”   

3. Enter into a solemn covenant with him.
II Chron. 15:12 They entered into a covenant to seek the LORD . . . with all their heart and soul.  A covenant is a binding commitment to be totally devoted to Yahweh alone as the only true God.
    
4. Reverence him.
I Kings 19:13 When Elijah heard the still small voice 
  (of Yahweh) he wrapped his face in his cloak.

Isaiah 6:2 The seraphim had six wings: with two they covered
their face and with two their feet and with two they flew.
Watson – “This reverence shows the high esteem 
          we have of God’s sacred majesty.” 

5. Fear him.
Genesis 39:9 When Potiphar’s wife tried to seduce Joseph said, 
“How can I do this great wickedness and sin against God.” 
Watson – “It is to have such a holy awe of God upon our hearts, 
                                    that we dare not sin.”

 6. Trust him.
Psalm 56:3 When I am afraid, I will put my trust in you.  
Psalm 62:8 Trust in him at all times.  
Watson – “God only is a sufficient foundation to build our trust
   upon.  When we trust him, we make him to be God to us.”
                   
      
SPIRITUAL – before me
Before – Heb. lit. before my face or in front of meaning side by side or equal to.  The root word means: to regard or respect.
Exodus 4:21 The Lord said to Moses, “See that you do before
   Pharaoh all the miracles that I have put in your power.”
Pharaoh would personally see the miracles that destroyed Egypt. 

Isaiah 45:5 I am the LORD, and there is no other, besides me
       there is no God.  :14 there is no god besides him.
Calvin – “There is one God, by whose hands all rulers 
and nations are governed . . . it is clearly stated that 
   we ought not to try to find divinity in any other.”

We are not to regard anything as more important than God
so that it comes between us and him.

Thomas Watson gave 4 reasons to only worship God. 
1. There is no other god.
Exodus 12:12 On all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgment: 
                                      I am the LORD.

Deut. 4:39 The LORD is God in heaven above and 
   on the earth beneath; there is no other (God).
Watson – “There is but one First Cause, that has its being of itself, 
                                 and on which all other beings depend.”  
There is only one omnipotent power, if there were two, 
they would be in competition with one another. 

2. We must not serve a false god.
Exodus 23:13 Make no mention of the names of other gods, 
                  not let them be heard on your lips.

Exodus 34:14 You shall worship on other god.
Only Yahweh was to be worshiped by his people.

Psalm 16:4 The sorrows of those who run after another god 
shall multiply.  God punishes those who choose to worship 
false gods with disappointment, heartache and trouble.

3. We must not join a false god with the true god.
II Kings 17:33 They feared the LORD but also served their own gods.  The Israelites never gave up their worship of God, but they also worshipped the pagan gods.  It is the attitude that I can worship God and also use many different forms of worship.

4. We must not substitute anything for God.
Exodus 32:4 Aaron made a golden calf and they said, 
“These are your gods who brought you out of Egypt.”
Because Moses was gone for 40 days the people wanted 
to return to Egypt so Aaron made an idol.  The result was
the people worshiped an image instead of Yahweh.

Matthew 10:37 Whoever loves father or mother 
    more than me is not worthy of me . . . 
There is nothing in life that is more important than God.
We are not to replace God with anything else no matter
how good or great that thing is.

COVENANT
The first commandment affirms the covenant relationship between
God and his people.  Exodus 19:4-6 The Israelites who God delivered from slavery in Egypt would be his special people.
My covenant – the commitment God would make with them.
He wanted them to love him by keeping his commandments.

John Gill – “It would consist of promises of good things to be done to them on his part, and of duties to be performed by them on their part, and so would constitute a formal covenant by stipulation.”

  Foundation 
Watson – “This first commandment is the foundation 
of all true religion.  The sum of this commandment is, 
that we should sanctify God in our hearts (put him first), 
and give him precedence above all created things.”

Deut. 6:4-5 Hear O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.
    You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart . . . 

Martin Luther wrote that a right understanding of each of the ten commandments meant: “We are to fear and love God.”

CONCLUSION
The hymn, Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise, was written 
by Walter Chalmers Smith who was a pastor in Scotland for 
45 years from 1850-1894.  He wrote many hymns, but this is 
the only one still in use today.  

In a day of casual Christianity and almost flippant prayer,
we need to catch a glimpse of the majesty of God.

Immortal, invisible, God only wise,
in light inaccessible hid from our eyes,
most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days,
almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise.

Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light,
nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might;
thy justice like mountains high soaring above
thy clouds, which are fountains of goodness and love.

Great Father of glory, pure Father of light,
thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight;
all praise we would render, O help us to see
'tis only the splendor of light hideth thee.

PRAYER
The prayer, Man A Nothing, from the Valley of Vision:
O Lord, When thou wouldst guide me I control myself,
When thou wouldst be sovereign I rule myself.
When thou wouldst take care of me I suffice myself,
When I should depend on thy providings I supply myself,
When I should submit to thy providence I follow myself.

Lord, it is my chief design to bring my heart back to thee.
Convince me that I cannot be my own God, 
  or make myself happy,
  nor my own Christ to restore my joy,
  nor my own Spirit to teach, guide and rule me.
