FIFTH COMMANDMENT
Honor your father and mother, that your days may be long
in the land that the Lord your God is giving you.
Exodus 20:12

John Paton was a missionary to the New Hebrides, in the South Seas.  He was born in Scotland in 1824.   In their home was a closet where his father would go to prayer after each meal.  The eleven children knew it and they reverenced the spot and learned something about prayer.  The practice of prayer by his father had 
a great impact on John and he wrote about it.

“How much my father’s prayer at this time impressed me I can never explain, nor could any stranger understand.  When, on 
his knees and all of us kneeling around him in Family Worship, 
he poured out his whole soul with tears for the conversion of the heathen world to the service of Jesus, and for every personal and domestic need, we all felt as if in the presence of the living Savior 
and learned to know and love him as our Divine friend.”

The fifth commandment is the first one about our relationship with others following ones about our relationship with God.

We live in a culture where people do not respect authority because they are lawless.  It begins in the home when children do not respect their parents, but insult and mock them.
                     
Paraphrase Puritan Thomas Fuller – Children must please 
their parents, who bore them, so that they do not displease 
                             God who created them.

Respect your parents
Honor – Heb. lit. to be heavy meaning rich because in the OT wealth was measured in gold and silver which had weight.
Genesis 13:2 Abraham was very rich in cattle, silver and gold.

In their culture a wealthy person was greatly respected and held 
in high esteem.  Therefore, the word was used of the respect which other people showed them because of who they are.
Genesis 45:13 Joseph tells his brothers to tell Jacob his father 
of all his honor in Egypt.  He was the Prime Minister of Egypt second in command only to Pharaoh. 

It was used by God of himself: I will be honored over Pharaoh (Exodus 14:4,17).  God would not allow the stubborn heart of Pharaoh to defeat his purpose to set Israel free.
  
Why should children honor their father and mother?
1. They were the ones who gave you physical life.
2. They provided for your physical needs – food, clothes, shelter.
3. They sacrificed their energy, money and time for you.

The word honor is used of the respect that an individual receives because of their personal character.
Proverbs 11:16 A gracious woman gets honor (GNB is respected). 

Calvin – “The Lord desires the preservation of the order he 
as appointed.  We should reverence them whom God has 
exalted to any authority over us and should render them 
                  honor, obedience and gratitude.”

To honor our parents is to esteem them for who they are 
and value them for what they have done.  
1. Personal respect for them.
Leviticus 19:3 Everyone of you shall revere his mother and father. 
Revere – Heb. lit. to be afraid meaning to honor and respect.

2. Teat them with dignity.
Joseph bowed down before his father Jacob even though he was the Prime Minister of Egypt (Genesis 48:12).

I Kings 2:19 Bathsheba (Solomon’s mother) went to King Solomon to speak to him . . . And the king arose to meet her and bowed down to her.  Then he sat on his throne and had a seat brought 
                     for her and she sat on his right.



3. Speak respectfully. 
I Kings 2:20 Solomon said to Bathsheba, “Make your request, 
                    my mother, for I will not refuse you.”

4. Obey them because they are your parents.
Eph. 6:2 Children obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.
Right – Gk. keeps God’s law, upright, righteous, virtuous.
The meaning is: This is what God approves of.

After David was anointed king, he continued to tend his father’s sheep (I Samuel 16:19).  He obeyed his father’s instructions instead of walking away because he now had future hopes.

The question young people ask is when am I free to make my 
own decisions and choices so I don’t have to obey my parents?
When you move out of your parent’s house and are completely independent because you are now supporting yourself as an adult.

5. Listen to their advice.
Proverbs 1:8 Hear, my son, your father’s instruction, 
         and forsake not your mother’s teaching.  

Clark – “It is assumed that both parents have themselves, 
the fear of the Lord, and that they are capable of giving 
the best counsel to their children, and that they set before 
          them a strict example of all godly living.”

Proverbs 3:1-2 My son, do not forget my teaching, but let your heart keep my commandments, for length of days and years 
                   of life and peace they will add to you.
Parents have wisdom from the years they have lived.
Godly parents have divine wisdom to help you walk with God.

6. Live a life that honors them.
  Proverbs 1:10-11 My son, if sinners entice you, do not consent. 
 If they say, “Come with us, let us lie in wait for blood . . . 
:15 my son, do not walk in the way with them.

The enticement was to join a gang to attack an innocent unsuspecting person and kill them.  This was a premeditated violent crime with the intention of taking someone’s life.

7. Respect them.
Exodus 21:17 Whoever curses his father or his mother
                             shall be put to death.

Anyone who cursed the Lord was to be put to death (Lev. 24:16). 
Curse – Heb. to pronounce evil against because you hate them.

8. Don’t deceive them.
Older people don’t hear or see as well as they used to so it is easy to deceive them.  Jacob deceived his father who was blind into believing he was Esau to be blessed (Genesis 27:19-24). 

Absalom deceived his father king David saying he was going to 
his hometown Hebron because of a vow he had made to God, 
but instead he conspired to overthrow his father and become 
king himself (II Samuel 15).

9. Support them in their old age.
As our parents grow older, they gradually need more help because they become physically weak, experience illness, lose their spouse and don’t have money to support themselves.

Genesis 47:12 Joseph provided his father and his brothers 
        and all his father’s household with food.
Watson – “Honor shown to parents is paying a just debt.  
Parents brought up children when they were young and 
children ought to nourish their parents when they are old.”

John 19:26-27 Jesus just before he died on the cross, he told 
the disciple John to take care of his mother Mary. 

  I Timothy 5:4 If a widow has children or grandchildren, 
let them first learn to show godliness to their own household 
              and to make some return to their parents.

Reward from God
Ephesians 6:2 Honor your father and mother (this is the first commandment with a promise).  The second command had a promise of showing mercy (:6), but this promise is personal.
Barnes – “Those who honor their parents shall have a particular
                 blessing as the result of that obedience.”

Days may be long life in the land – would be God’s blessing on them for their obedience to his will which is to honor your parents.
The Promised Land was where God would bless them by providing for their physical needs if they would obey his commands.
The book of Deuteronomy was Moses last message to the people
 of Israel 40 years after the 10 commandments were given.

Deut. 5:16 Honor your father and your mother, as the Lord your God commanded you, that your days may be long, and that it may go well with you in the land that the Lord your God is giving you.
Two blessings are given here: to live a long life and to enjoy 
the promised land flowing with milk and honey.

1. In honoring their parents, they would learn to honor 
God by keeping his commandments.

2. In honoring their parents, they would learn to honor those 
in authority over them such as local elders and the king.
  Romans 13:7 Pay taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue 
to whom revenue is owed, respect to whom respect is owed 
             and honor to whom honor is owed.

3. The result would be law and order in the land instead of evil 
and lawlessness so they would be able to live in peace. 
Judges 17:6; 21:25 In those days there was no king.  
  Everyone did what was right in their own eyes.

When children respect their parents, they learn to respect 
           those God has put in authority over them.



ILLUSTRATION
The time came for John Paton when he was in his twenties to leave home and go to Glasgow to attend divinity school.  From his home to the train station was a 40-mile walk.  He wrote, “My dear father walked with me for the first six miles of the way.  For the last half mile or so we walked on together in almost unbroken silence.  

We halted on reaching the appointed parting place; he grasped 
my hand firmly for a minute in silence and then solemnly and affectionately said: ‘God bless you, my son! Your father’s God prosper you and keep you from all evil!’  Unable to say more, his lips kept moving in silent prayer, in tears we embraced and parted.

He set his face toward home and began to return, his head still uncovered and his heart, I felt sure, still rising in prayers for me.
I watched through blinding tears till his form faded from my gaze and then, hastening on my way, vowed deeply and oft, with the help of God, to live and act so as never to grieve or dishonor 
such a father and mother as God had given me.” 

CONCLUSION
In 2009, Steve Green released a song describing the legacy we should want to leave behind for others to follow.

We're pilgrims on the journey of the narrow road,
and those who've gone before us line the way.
cheering on the faithful, encouraging the weary,
their lives a stirring testament to god's sustaining grace.

Surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses,
let us run the race not only for the prize,
but as those who've gone before us.
let us leave to those behind us,
the heritage of faithfulness
passed on thru godly lives.





O may all who come behind us find us faithful;
May the fire of our devotion light their way.
May the footprints that we leave lead them to believe,
And the lives we live inspire them to obey.
O may all who come behind us find us faithful.

 PRAYER
Our Heavenly Father, Help us to treat our parents with the dignity, honor and respect which they deserve for giving us life and bringing us up and providing for our needs.

Help us to respect their wisdom and accept their guidance that 
their memory would be a blessing to us throughout our lives.

May we appreciate the sacrifices which they made for us,
so we are the person we are today because they were our parent.
