GODLY FEAR
Exodus 20:18-20

One time many years ago, the king of Hungary found himself depressed and unhappy. He sent for his brother, a good-natured but rather indifferent prince. The king said to him, "I am a great sinner; I fear to meet God." But the prince only laughed at him. This didn't help the king's disposition any. Though he was a believer, the king had gotten a glimpse of his guilt for the way he'd been living lately, and he seriously wanted help. 

In those days it was customary if the executioner sounded a trumpet before a man's door at any hour, it was a signal that he 
was to be led to his execution. The king sent the executioner in 
the dead of night to sound the fateful blast at his brother's door. The prince realized with horror what was happening. Quickly dressing, he stepped to the door and was seized by the executioner, and dragged pale and trembling into the king's presence. 

In an agony of terror, he fell on his knees before his brother and begged to know how he had offended him. “My brother,” answered the king, “If the sight of a human executioner is so terrible to you, shall not I, having grievously offended God, 
fear to be brought before the judgment seat of Christ?”

Many people have no fear of God because:
· They don’t believe God even exists.
· They don’t believe God will really punish sin.
· They don’t believe God will punish them. 

Psalm 36:1-3 There is no fear of God before their eyes. For he flatters himself in his own eyes that his iniquity cannot be found
   out and hated . . . he has ceased to act wisely and do good.

Calvin – “The ungodly deceive themselves by flattery; the godly exercise over themselves a strict control and examine themselves.
The ungodly rush headlong into evil; the godly are restrained 
by the fear of God . . . and willingly acknowledge their guilt.”
PERSONAL FEAR      :18
Saw the thunder – this takes us back to 19:16-19 where God descended on Mount Sinai in a theophany, which is a visible manifestation of God who is spirit and does not have a body.
Here we have the reaction of the people to what happened.

Trembled (KJB removed) – Heb. to quiver, vibrate or stagger.
The word means to be unstable so you cannot stand firm.
It is used of those who stagger drunk (Isaiah 24:20).

The word conveys not only physical swaying, but to also experience mental agitation and to tremble emotionally. 
The people are seized or overcome with terror and as a result 
the people moved away from the mountain in fear and trembling. 

Stood far off – Jewish commentaries say the people moved to 
the far end of the encampment which was 12 miles away.
Note: The encampment was 11 miles long and 11 miles wide.

Whereas they had approached the mountain to get as close as they could, now they move back as far as they can to get away.
They have heard and seen the awesome presence of God.

  Application
God wants us to fear and reverence him because he is God.
There is no one like him in his majesty and almighty power.
Spurgeon – “He who fears God has nothing else to fear.”

We are to fear God because:
· He created you.
· He holds our life in his hands.
· He controls the world in which we live.
· He is holy and must judge sin which violates his law.

Oswald Chambers – “The remarkable thing about 
God is that when you fear God, you fear nothing else, 
whereas if you do not fear God, you fear everything else.”

DIVINE FEAR      :19
  Moses
Alarmed by the sights and sounds of the theophany, the people express a desire that Moses may speak to them instead of God. 

Moses had spoken to the people to bring them out of Egypt.
Exodus 12:21 Moses called the elders of Israel and said to them,
“Go and select lambs for yourselves and kill the Passover lamb.”

Exodus 13:3 Moses said to the people, “Remember this day in which you came out of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.”

Exodus 14:13 Moses said to the people, “Fear not, stand firm and see the salvation of the Lord, which he will work for you today.”

Listen (KJB hear) – Heb. listen with attention to do something.
When Pharaoh heard Moses killed an Egyptian his response 
was to have him killed (2:15).  The people said they would 
obey what Moses tells them because they fear God so much.

  God
Deut. 5:24-25 give a fuller statement of what the people said.
Behold, the Lord our God has shown us his glory and greatness and we have heard his voice out of the midst of the fire.  This day we have seen God speak with and man still live.  Now therefore why should we die?  For this great fire will consume us.

The experience of thunder and lightning reminded them of the seventh plague (9:23-24) which killed both animals and man.
As a result, they were afraid they might die now as well.

Lest – Heb. to take away or remove.
Genesis 3:3 You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree in the 
midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.
In both references the word refers to losing your life.

They had a right to fear because a year later fire came out from the Lord and killed the two sons of Aaron for offering unauthorized fire in their duty in the tabernacle (Leviticus 10:1-2).
RIGHT FEAR      :20
  Test
Fear – Heb. to be afraid meaning to tremble (:18).
The people were greatly afraid of the presence and power of God.
This was a natural fear because of the demonstration of his power.

Proverbs 1:7 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.
This verse is so fundamental it is quoted again in Proverbs 9:10 and Job 28:28 and Psalm 11:10. Without fear there is really no respect so people do whatever they choose to do.

Henry – “Of all things that are to be known this is most evident, that God is to be feared, to be reverenced, served, and worshipped; 
                       this is the beginning of knowledge.”

Test (KJB prove) – Heb. to examine.
I Kings 10:1 The queen of Sheba heard of the fame of Solomon
           . . . she came to test him with hard questions.
God had already tested their obedience to him:
1. They were to put the blood of a lamb on the door of their house so the angel of death would not kill their first-born sons (12:13).
2. He would supply water for them to drink (15:25; 17:2).
3. They were to cross the Red Sea with water on each side (14:22).
4. They were not to come near Mount Sinai (19:12). 

Two reasons are given as to why God is testing his people:
  1. Reverence
Before – Heb. lit. before my face or in front of meaning side by side or equal to.  The root word means: to regard or respect.
This word is used in the first commandment (:3). 

Here the idea is: besides, in, upon or over you.
Paraphrase – Reverence for God may always be in your mind.
The thought is that we would always have a genuine respect for what God requires because we reverence his holy character. 

A.W. Tozer – “When men no longer fear God, they transgress 
his laws without hesitation.  The fear of consequences is no
              deterrent when the fear of God is gone.”
  2. Result
Not – another negative like eight of the ten commandments because of our sin nature we naturally sin and break God’s law.

Sin – Heb. to miss the mark or go off the path.
Sin is not to measure up to the standard which God has set.
The moral law of God was given with the Ten Commandments.

God’s desire is that we choose not to sin and restrain ourself from committing sin even though we have a sin nature which naturally causes us to do what we want instead of what God wants us to do.

Romans 7:19-23 I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I keep on doing. 20 Now if I do what I do not want, 
it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells within me.  21 So 
I find it to be a law that when I want to do right, evil lies close 
at hand. 22 For I delight in the law of God, in my inner being, 
23 but I see in my members another law waging war against 
the law of my mind and making me captive to the law of sin.

Reverence and respect for the person of God will help them to take seriously his commands so they do not willfully break them.
They will choose to obey him as their first priority in life.

Psalm 119 expresses love for God’s commandments.
:4 You have commanded your precepts to be kept diligently.  
:5 Oh that my ways may be steadfast in keeping your statutes. 
:10 Let me not wander from your commandments.
:14 In the way of your commandments I delight.

Henry – “This law, which is so extensive that we cannot measure it, so spiritual that we cannot evade it, and so reasonable that we cannot find fault with it, will be the rule of the future judgment 
           of God, as it is for the present conduct of man.”

We will be judged according to the Ten Commandments which is the moral law of God.  They purpose was to reveal God’s will for how we are to live our lives now to honor and revere him.

APPLICATION
Watson – “No mere man, since the fall, is able in this life perfectly
  to keep the commandments of God, but doth daily break them, 
        in thought, word and deed . . . Sin so weakened us . . . 
        that we cannot yield perfect obedience to the moral law.”

Since we are not able to keep the moral law of God, because 
of our sin nature, why then does he require it of us?
God has the right to require whatever he desires.

His purpose in requiring us to keep the law is:
1. To show us God’s holy standard.
· God’s commands are his measure of righteousness.
· God’s commands are his rules for us to live by.
· God’s commands are his law to judge us by.

2. To humble us because we tend to be proud.
· We think we are better than we really are.
· We fail to see the glory of God.
· We fail to see our sin.

3. To point us to Christ to obtain forgiveness of our sins. 
· We must acknowledge we cannot save ourselves.
· We must understand that our good works are worthless.
· We must humble ourselves and accept Christ as Savior.

       Ephesians 2:8-9 By grace are you saved through faith, 
      and that (faith) is not of yourselves, it is a gift of God, 
               not of works, so that no one can boast.

CONCLUSION
John Newton wrote the hymn, Amazing Grace, in 1772 as a poem for his church’s prayer service.  In it he described his journey from his guilt for sin to his peace of being forgiven through Christ.  

It was written 24 years after he trusted Christ as his Savior.
It has become one of the most famous hymns of all time.


Amazing grace, how sweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me,
I once was lost, but now am found
Was blind, but now I see.

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear
And grace, my fears relieved,
How precious did that grace appear
The hour I first believed.

Through many dangers, toils and snares
I have already come:
'tis grace has brought me safe thus far,
and grace will lead me home.

PRAYER
The prayer, Meeting God, in the Valley of Vision:
Great God . . . Urged by my need,
  invited by your promises,
  called by your Spirit,
  I enter your presence,
  worshipping thee with godly fear,
  awed by thy majesty, greatness, glory,
  but encouraged by thy love.

I bless thee that great sin draws out great grace,
  that, although the least sin
  deserves infinite punishment
  because done against an infinite God,
  yet there is mercy for me,
  for where guilt is most terrible,
  there thy mercy in Christ is most free and deep.



