ENCOURAGING CONCLUSION
Ephesians 6:21-24

A benediction is bestowing a blessing by someone on another.  
In our culture it is usually done at the end of a religious service.
The old Celtic (Irish) good-bye blessing is a prayer for peace, guidance, protection and wisdom came from their belief in God.
It is so old that we don’t know much about how it came to be.
This blessing has transcended generations and has stood the test 
of time, acting as a source of comfort for many across the world.

    May the road rise up to meet you (have an easy trip),
    May the wind be always at your back,
    May the sun shine warm upon your face,
      and the rains fall soft upon your fields . . . 
      and until we meet again, 
    May God hold you in the palm of his hand.

Paul ends the letter to the Ephesians with a benediction as he does most of his other letters.  He wants them to know God loves them.
He wants them to stand firm in their faith in God through Christ.
Henry – “All grace and blessings come to the saints from God,
                         through Jesus Christ our Lord.”

Background      Acts 28
Paul is under arrest because the Jews have charged him with 
trying to change their customs.  He is living in Rome under house arrest for two years, but the religious leaders never come and press charges against him so he is released according to Roman law.

:30-31 He lived there two whole years at his own expense, and welcomed all who came to him, proclaiming the kingdom of 
God and teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ will all boldness.

It is during this time of uncertainty about what will happen 
to him that he writes what are called the Prison Epistles – Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, and Philemon to encourage 
believers to grow in their faith and for Philemon to forgive his 
slave that ran away and now has become a believer.
INFORMATION      :21-22
  Messenger      :21
Paul concludes the letter in his typical fashion by sending his greeting to his beloved friends.  He had been in Ephesus for 
over two years (Acts 19:10) so many people there knew him.
Those who knew he was in custody in Rome were concerned about his welfare so he wanted to let them know how he was doing.

How I am – he was under house arrest, but was allowed to see
anyone who came to see him and was in good spirits.

What I am doing – he was sharing the gospel with anyone
who was willing to listen to him explain the OT scriptures.

Tychicus – it seems he was probably from Ephesus (Acts 20:4).
He had accompanied Paul through Macedonia and Greece during Paul’s third missionary journey.  When he carried this letter to the believers in Ephesus, he also carried a letter to the believers in Colosse and a personal letter to Philemon (Col. 4:7-9).

Tychicus is mentioned by Paul five time in his letters and he 
made it known that he was a trusted co-worker alongside of him.  He came to Rome to be with Paul and may have stayed with him.

Paul describes his character with two phrases.
1. Beloved brother – he was a personal Christan friend.
He was beloved because he and Paul were close.

2. Faithful minister – alongside Paul in sharing the gospel.
He was consistent in his commitment to share the gospel.

He would let the believers know how Paul was doing.
He would give them news about:
· His personal life.
· His legal situation.
· His ministry to individuals.
· His hope of being released.

Paul depended upon fellow believers to minister the gospel.
He was not a one-man band who did everything and needed no one.  He worked with others to share the gospel of Christ.

  Encouragement      :22
Encourage (KJB comfort) – Gk. come alongside to help.
It has the idea of comforting or strengthening.

Eph. 4:1 I urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling . . .
Here it is a challenge that they might faithfully walk with God.

Paul wanted the believers not to be discouraged about his circumstances because the gospel was being proclaimed.

  Faithful messenger
Proverbs 25:13 Like the cold of snow in the time of 
harvest is a faithful messenger to those who send him; 
             he refreshes the soul of his masters.

The cold snow is refreshing as the workers labor hard.
The messenger who diligently does what is expected is a delight.
His master does not have to worry about the message being delivered so he can be at ease trusting the messenger.
Henry – “The more important the affair was the 
         more fear of its being mishandled.”

  Application
Am I faithful when asked to do something?
· Faithfulness builds our character.
· Faithfulness demonstrates we can be trusted.
· Faithfulness is the result of walking with God.

Do I tell the truth or do I make the message sound good?
· Always tell the truth because it is the truth.
· The truth will always be revealed in the end.
· God rewards us for telling the truth.


BENEDICTION      :23-24
  God’s love     :23
Paul closes the letter as he began the letter with a blessing.
He often used the words: grace, peace and love together.

Peace – Gk. inner harmony so that you are content and at rest.    
True peace can only be had by those who sins are forgiven.
Eph. 2:14 He (Christ) is our peace (meaning brought us peace).
Eph. 6:15 Believers had been given the gospel of peace.

Love – Gk. agape meaning what is best for others.
It is the love of God for us as he forgives our sins.

Faith – Gk. assurance, belief, confidence (used 8x in Eph).
It is a conviction something is real or true.  
Eph. 1:15 I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus.
The result of believing is they now belong to Christ.

  Our faithfulness      :24
Grace – Gk. favor, good-will kindness.
Grace is the free and loving favor of God by which he blesses 
us with his forgiveness which we don’t deserve. Someone described grace as: God’s Riches At Christ’s Expense.

Love – Gk. to care for deeply or sincerely.
Here love is our attitude toward Jesus who died for us.

Calvin – “May God continue to bestow his favor on all who 
             love Jesus Christ with a pure conscience!”

Incorruptible (KJB sincerity) – Gk. unending existence.
The idea is that something does not change over time.
NIV – undying love.  Phillips – unfailing love.
Berk. – never diminishing.  NEB – immortality (never ending).

Paul had used the word to describe immortality.
Romans 2:6-7 Those who seek for glory and honor 
    and immortality, God will give eternal life.

I Cor. 15:42 So it is with the resurrection of the dead.  
What is sown is perishable; what is raised is imperishable.

II Timothy 1:10 Jesus Christ, who has abolished death, and 
has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel.

This is the only time that Paul uses the word with the 
second meaning – incorrupt, genuine or pure. 
It is a love that is real and does not change.
It is a love that will never diminish over time.
It is a love that will not pass away it abides.

It is the love God had for his chosen people Israel.
Jeremiah 31:3 I have loved you with an everlasting love.

H.S. Miller – “The love with which we must love our 
Lord Jesus Christ is a love which, like God himself, 
        is immortal, incorruptible, imperishable.”

APPLICATION
We can face the temptation is to not continue to believe 
Christ loves us because of difficult circumstances, personal disappointments, and real hardships in our lives.

Galatians 1:6 I am astonished that you are so quickly 
deserting God who called you in the grace of Christ 
           and turning to a different gospel.
Quickly deserting – because he is writing to them 3-5 years
after he had come and shared the gospel with them.

Our love for Christ can wane over time.
· We think we know all there is to know.
· Our focus is on other things in life.
· Something new and exciting comes along.

Our love for Christ can remain incorruptible by:
· Faithfully reading your Bible each day.
· Faithfully attending church each week.
          Spirit of God, descend upon my heart;
   Wean it from earth; through all its pulses move.
     Stoop to my weakness, mighty as Thou art,
     And make me love Thee as I ought to love.

OT Example
Jerusalem was the place where God dwelt with his people
in Solomon’s temple over the ark of the covenant.
Spurgeon – “Where God is most seen he is best loved.”

Psalm 48:1-2 Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised in the 
city of our God! His holy mountain . . . the joy of all the earth.

:12-14 Walk about Zion, go around her, number her towers,
    consider well her ramparts, go through her citadels,
   that you may tell the next generation that this is God,
                     our God forever and ever.

Forever – Heb. always or continually meaning all our life.
Ever – Heb. eternity meaning until we die. 
In other words, they would trust God as long as they lived. 
This God will be our God to all eternity in this life and the next.

CONCLUSION
The hymn, I Am His And He Is Mine, was written in the 1800’s
by Irish pastor George Robinson.  It was based on Jeremiah 31:3 
I have loved you with and everlasting love;
therefore with loving-kindness have I drawn thee.

Loved with everlasting love, drawn by grace that love to know,
Spirit sent from Christ above, thou dost witness it is so.
O this full and precious peace from his presence all divine;
in a love that cannot cease, I am his and he is mine.

His forever, only his – who the Lord and me shall part?
Ah, with what a rest of bliss Christ can fill the loving heart.
Heav'n and earth may fade and flee, 
firstborn light in gloom decline,
but while God and I shall be, am his and he is mine.
PRAYER
The prayer, Regeneration, from the Valley of Vision:
O God of the highest heaven,
Occupy the throne of my heart,
  take full possession and reign supreme,
  lay low every rebel lust,
  let no vile passion resist thy holy war;
  manifest thy mighty power,
  and make me thine forever.

Thou are worthy to be
  praised with my every breath,
  loved with my every faculty of soul,
  served with my every act of life.

Thy presence is to me a treasure of unending peace;
No provocation can part me from thy sympathy,
  for thou hast drawn me with cords of love . . .
O help me to walk worthy of thy love. 
