                               GOAL OF GIFTS
                                Ephesians 4:11-13

At Rick Warren’s Saddleback church in southern California they used a new method to reach people – special types
of music for specific audiences.  They have several worship centers each featuring a different style of music to entertain a
different group of people before Rick preaches which is then broadcast to all of the different audiences. 

The music or worship time lasts for about 40 minutes. For one audience they offer southern gospel music, at another they use rock and roll, at another they use bluegrass and at still another
they use contemporary.  The point is that Rick is trying to offer
people entertainment so they will come to hear him preach.
 
Charles Spurgeon in the 1860’s faced the same issues about people wanting to be entertained when they came to church.
He wrote an article titled: Feeding Sheep or Amusing Goats?

“The devil has seldom done a cleverer thing than hinting to the church that part of their mission is to provide entertainment for the people, with a view to winning them.  My first contention 
is that providing amusement for the people is nowhere spoken of in the Scriptures as a function of the church.  

‘Go ye into the all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.’  That is clear enough.  So, it would have been if he had added, ‘and provide amusement for those who do not relish the gospel.’  Then again, ‘He gave some apostles, some prophets, some pastors and teachers, for the work of the ministry.’  Where do entertainers come in? 
 
The mission of amusement produces no converts.  The need 
of the hour for today’s ministry is believing scholarship joined with earnest spirituality, the one springing from the other as 
fruit from the root.  The need is biblical doctrine, so understood
             and felt, that it sets men on fire.”
THE GIFT – ministers      :11
These offices are mentioned in the order of their importance to the foundation and then growth of the church and believers.

The (KJB some) – Gk. certainly, indeed or surely. 
These gifts were given to certain individuals, but not everyone.

Apostles – Gk. one sent with a specific purpose.
Jesus chose twelve men who were specifically to be witnesses of his teaching, his miracles, his death and his resurrection.  
They were infallible in their teaching and were given divine inspiration in their writing so God’s truth would be revealed.

About 30 years later John wrote to the church at Ephesus.  
Revelation 2:2 You have tested those who call themselves
    apostles and are not and found them to be false.

Prophets – one who speaks on behalf of or for another person.
Aaron was a prophet for Moses when he spoke to the Israelites.

The apostles and prophets are the foundation of the church (2:20) because they laid the spiritual truth about Christ. 
They wrote to the churches which we have in our NT.

Today there is a movement which claims God is raising up a new group of end time apostles and prophets which receive revelations, prophetic insight and special healing power.  
They call the movement, “The new apostolic reformation.”

I believe that Ephesians 2:20 means there was only one group of 
apostles and prophets at the time of Christ who were given the privilege of building the spiritual foundation of truth on which
the church is built.  Once the foundation was built there was no
further need for apostles and prophets.  

Evangelists – those who brought the good news of salvation.
Like Paul in the book of Acts they would usually stay in one
place for a short period of time to share Christ with the people.
Pastors and teachers – Gk. and links to two words together as
one concept (:2).  Those who are pastors are also teachers.
This man filled two roles as a guide and instructor of the people

Pastor – is literally shepherd, one who cares for the needs of animals by feeding them, protecting them and leading them.
Psalm 23:1-2 The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.
He makes me lie down in green pastures. He leads me beside still waters.  :4 I will fear no evil for you are with me.

I Peter 5:2 Shepherd the flock of God that is among you.
A pastor encourages, comforts, and guides those under his care. 

Teacher – is someone who instructs others so they can learn.
They present truth for people to understand and comprehend.

A pastor-teacher is one who cares for the spiritual needs of the people and also instructs them in the truth of God for their lives.

Puritan Thomas Watson – “It is the duty of Christians to be
settled in the doctrine of faith.  The best way for Christians to be settled is to be well grounded.  The preacher’s words are to fasten you firmly to Christ.  The grand design of preaching is not only for enlightening, but for the establishing of souls; not
only to guide them in the right way, but to keep them in it.”  

THE PURPOSE – maturity      :12
Equip (KJB perfecting, NIV prepare) – Gk. ready to use.
Mark 1:19 used of mending holes in fishing nets to be useful.
Hebrews 10:5 When Christ came into the world he said:
                            a body you have prepared for me.

The word means making something functional and ready to use. 
It is used of making something complete or perfect.

Believers are to be prepared by pastors who guide them and teachers who train them in the truth to serve one another so
that everyone in the church will become mature in their faith. 
The church is to lay the doctrinal foundation on which the believer can build his spiritual life with the Lord.  

Building up of the body – God wants the church to be strong.
It means that every believer would grow to become mature.
That takes place as believers interact with one another.
I encourage you in your faith and you encourage me in mine. 

Application
The purpose is not that you come to church to be entertained so you leave feeling happy or good about yourself.  The church gathers together for the purpose of praising God for what he
has done to help us change our character to be like Christ.  

The purpose of teaching the Bible is that Christians would understand their faith so they could then minister to others.

If you are going to grow to understand your faith you have to:    
Pay attention to what is being taught so you learn the truth.  
Don’t let yourself be distracted by things around you.
Put out of your mind things will be doing later.

Bring your own Bible and open it to the passage. 
Seeing the words yourself will help you understand them.

Ask questions if you are in a classroom.
There are no dumb questions if they help you to understand.
     
Take notes so that you remember what was taught.
Writing things down helps us focus on what is being said.

THE GOAL – Personal Maturity      :13
The goal of maturity is stated in three equivalent phrases:
unity of faith, knowledge of Christ and mature manhood.

The purpose is that the whole church would come to the understand the truth about Christ which would result in  
changing their character to become like him.
Mature (KJB perfect) – Gk. complete not perfection. 
When used of a person it means an adult, one who has reached the end of their physical development, they are done growing.
When applied to a Christian it means one who has reached the 
end of their spiritual development because they are like Christ.

APPLICATION 
There is no one single habit that will lead to spiritual maturity.
Maturity takes place in someones life over a long period of time, there is no instant process to become spiritually maturity.

Determine to become more like Christ.
Don’t think that just because you have been a Christian for many years that you don’t need to grow any more.  Continue
to grow in your faith and knowledge of Christ so your character continues grows to become like Christ.

Many believers spend their lives searching for an experience, 
a conference, a revival, a book, a tape or a single truth that will 
instantly transform them into a mature believer.  Spiritual growth is a gradual process of development over time as 
our life changes to become more and more like Christ.

Make it a habit to spend time with God each day.
Read a chapter in the Bible along with a devotional book.

Be consistent in attending church and a Bible study. 
Plan your schedule so you go to sleep early enough on Saturday night to get up and come to Sunday School and Church Service.

ILLUSTRATION 
Helen Keller became deaf and blind when she was just 19 months old.  But today she is known for her achievements, because Anne Sullivan taught her how to communicate.  
For 46 years Anne devoted herself to helping Helen understand the world around her and to be able to share her thoughts and feelings with others.  As a result of her devotion, she earned 
the title of “the other half of Helen Keller.”     
A wise aunt said of the little girl who was blind, deaf and dumb,
“This child has more sense than all the Kellers if there is ever 
at way to reach her mind.”  In 1887, Anne Sullivan came to Tuscumbia, Alabama where Helen Keller was born to take charge of her training.

The first task was to gain Helen’s love, so that she would accept
her mentor’s control.  The first word she learned was “water.”
One day Anne took Helen to the pump house.  She made Helen
hold her mug under the spout while Anne pumped.  As the cold water gushed forth, she spelled ‘w-a-t-e-r’ several times.  All the way back to the house Helen was excited and she learned the name of every object she touched.  In a few hours she had added thirty new words to her vocabulary.

Mark Twain captured their relationship in his statement: 
“You are a wonderful creature – you and your other half together – Miss Sullivan, I mean, for it took the pair of 
you to make a complete and perfect whole.”

Believers need one another in order to become mature.
I am not a church by myself, I need fellow believers to help me
grow in my walk with God so I become mature.

God has given others different gifts than I have to help me grow in my faith and become mature in Christ – we need each other.
  
CONCLUSION
O to be like Thee! blessed Redeemer, This is my constant longing and prayer.  Gladly I’ll forfeit all of earth’s treasures, Jesus, Thy perfect likeness to wear.

O to be like Thee!  full of compassion, loving, forgiving,
tender and kind; Helping the helpless, cheering the fainting, seeking the wandering sinner to find.

O to be like Thee, Blessed Redeemer, pure as Thou art!
Come in Thy sweetness, come in Thy fullness;
Stamp Thine own image deep on my heart.
