MUTUAL LOVE
Ephesians 5:1-2

The play, South Pacific, is about an American nurse stationed in the South Pacific Island during World War II, who falls in love with a middle-aged expatriate French plantation owner.  One evening in 1960 just before the great Broadway musical star, 
Mary Martin, was to go on stage in the play South Pacific, a
note was handed to her.  It was from Oscar Hammerstein, who 
had written the lyrics to the musical and was on his deathbed.  

The short note simply said: “Dear Mary, A bell’s not a bell till 
you ring it.  A song’s not a song till you sing it.  Love in your 
heart is not put there to stay.  Love isn’t love till you give it away.”

Love is meant to be given to someone, not kept for yourself.
Greek word agapa means to do what is in the best interest of another person.  It is not an emotional feeling you have.

C.S. Lewis – “On the whole, God’s love for us is a much 
    safer subject to think about than our love for him.”

OUR LOVE FOR GOD      :1-2a
Therefore – because God has forgiven you of your sins (4:32).
As children of God, we are to follow His example of showing love and forgiveness towards others instead of anger and bitterness.  

Imitators (KJB followers) – Gk. copy, do or mimic. 
An example is children who imitate their parents.
I Corinthians 11:1 Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ.

Christians are to follow the example of God in forgiving others because we are his children and therefore should act like him.

Stephen Charnock – “Those who lay claim to a relationship with God without imitation of him are not children, but bastards.
They may be of his family by instruction but not by descent.”


:2 Walk (96x) – used as a metaphor for living your life (:15).
The idea came from the Hebrew word to conduct your life.
Genesis 6:9 Noah was a righteous man, he walked with God.

In the NT it is used of living a Christian life following Christ.
Romans 6:4 Just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory 
       of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.

Love – Gk. agape meaning what is best for the other person.
As Christ loved us – completely, freely and fully.
He never demanded anything of his disciples – he loved them.

Walk in love – live a life of love towards God and other people.
1. Toward God – who has forgiven you of your sins.
4:32 God in (because of the death of) Christ forgave you.  
We must love God because he has forgiven us of our sins.

Watson – “Love is the only thing in which we can retaliate 
        with God . . . we must give him love for love.”

We show our love for God by:
· Thanking him for our salvation.
· Living in obedience to His Word.
· Worshiping him from our heart.

Spurgeon – “We must give our Lord our love or that love will go somewhere else.  We are so created we must love something.”

2. For others – God has given us a pattern of how we are 
to forgive others of their sins against us in 4:32. 

Love means you are willing sacrifice yourself to help others.  
It is doing little acts of kindness that make life better for another person by uplifting and encouraging them.

Any acts of kindness we do to others are pleasing to God 
because that is how God wants us to act towards one another.

CHRIST’S LOVE FOR US      :2b
  1. As a priest
Gave – Gk. to give over to another.
The idea is that you are no longer in control.
Someone else is determining what will happen.

Jesus gave himself with the intention of being accepted.
Matthew 26:39 Jesus fell on his face and prayed, saying, 
“My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from
   me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will.”
In his humanity Jesus willingly and voluntarily surrenders his 
will to the will of the Father so that our sin might be forgiven. 

Gave himself up – willingly died for our sins on the cross 
:25 Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her.
Pilate did not kill Jesus; Jesus chose to die for our sins.
John 10:18 Jesus said, “No one takes my life from me, 
           but I lay it down of my own accord.”

Charnock – Gave himself up “not only his body of flesh, 
not only his soul, but himself, his whole person.  He could have resisted when they lifted him up upon the cross, but he wished 
to be obedient to the determination of his father to the end.”

Philippians 2:7-8 Jesus emptied himself, by taking the form 
of a servant, being born in the likeness of men.  And being 
found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming 
 obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.

  2. As an offering
Fragrant (KJB sweet-smelling) offering – Gk. what smells good.
Sweet savor – Heb. a smell of satisfaction. 
The term expressed that the offering is acceptable to God.
Symbolically it means: that which is pleasing to God.

Genesis 8:20-21 After the flood Noah built an altar to the 
Lord and took some of every clean animal and some of 
every clean bird and offered burnt offerings on the altar.  
And when the Lord smelled the pleasing aroma . . . 
Exodus 29:41 When the first priests were consecrated.
The other lamb you shall offer at twilight, and shall offer with it a grain and drink offering, as in the morning, for a pleasing aroma.

Leviticus 1:9 The priest shall burn all of the animal on the altar, as a burnt offering . . . with a pleasing aroma to the Lord.

Barclay – “When a sacrifice was offered on an altar, the odor 
of the burning meat went up to heaven and the god to whom the sacrifice was offered was supposed to feast upon that odor.
A sacrifice which had the odor of a sweet savor was especially pleasing and acceptable to the god to whom it was offered.”

Offering – Gk. a gift which is given.
In the OT an offering was given thanking God for his blessing.
It could be either a blood or bloodless offering.
Jesus offered himself as a gift to God on our behalf.

The phrase, fragrant offering, occurs over 50 times in the OT 
as a synonym for a sacrifice and Paul uses the phrase to refer to 
the sacrifice of Christ for our sins which was pleasing to God.

Christ’s death pleased God because our sins were punished.
Charnock – “As good scents refresh the sense of a man, 
 so did the sacrifice of Christ please and content God . . .
to appease the wrath of God which was inflamed against us.”

  3. As a sacrifice
Sacrifice – Gk. a victim given as a sacrifice.
In the OT it was an animal such as a sheep or goat.
The sacrifice was a victim as a substitute for the individual who was offering the sacrifice so they would not be punished for sin.

Hebrews 9:22 Under the law everything is purified with blood, without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins.

J.B. Phillips – You will find in the law almost all cleansing 
    is by means of blood – as the common saying has it:
       “No shedding of blood, no remission of sin.”
Sacrifice to God – gives a further explanation of Christ’s death which was specifically so that our sins would be forgiven.
The consequence of sin is death – physical and spiritual.
Therefore, Christ had to die for us to be forgiven of our sins.

PROPHESIED
Some 700 years before Jesus was born the prophet Isaiah
wrote that the Messiah would suffer and die for our sins.

Isaiah 53:5 He was pierced for our transgressions; he was 
crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement 
that brought us peace and with his wounds we are healed. 

:6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned – everyone – to his own way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.  

:10 It was the will of the Lord to crush him . . .
        his soul makes an offering for guilt.

:12 He poured out his soul to death and was numbered 
 with the transgressors; yet he bore the sin of many.

The hymn, Wounded for Me, states the truth in song.
Wounded for me, wounded for me,
There on the cross He was wounded for me;
Gone my transgressions, and now I am free,
All because Jesus was wounded for me.

Dying for me, dying for me,
There on the cross He was dying for me;
Now in His death my redemption I see,
All because Jesus was dying for me.

SUMMARY
Charnock – “Christ was not [merely] like an offering or [merely] 
like a sacrifice, but an offering and a sacrifice; not to do us a 
 small kindness, but to offer his life for us.  He was pleased 
      to die in our stead that we might live by his death.”

We are forgiven of our sins because Christ died for us.
There is nothing I can do because Christ died for me.
APPLICATION
1. Jesus Christ died on a cross as a sacrifice for my sins.
2. God accepted his sacrifice by raising him from the dead.
3. I must believe Jesus died for my sins to be forgiven.
4. There is nothing I can do to earn my forgiveness.

Thomas Taylor – “We are not saved (forgiven of our sins) 
        for believing but by believing (Christ died for me).”

CONCLUSION
The hymn, I Will Sing Of My Redeemer, was found in a piece 
of baggage rescued from a fiery train wreck on Dec. 20, 1876.  
The author, 38-year-old Philip P. Bliss, was traveling with his 
wife to Chicago to help D. L. Moody with an evangelistic service.  

In Ohio, a bridge collapsed and the train plunged into an icy river bed.  It is said that Bliss survived the fall and climbed out through a coach window only to return, looking for his wife.  Reunited, they died together in the flaming wreckage.  This hymn is a very simple expression of the truth of the Gospel.

I will sing of my Redeemer,
  And His wondrous love to me;
On the cruel cross He suffered,
  From the curse to set me free.

I will tell the wondrous story,
  How my lost estate to save,
In His boundless love and mercy,
  He the ransom freely gave.

I will sing of my Redeemer,
  And His heav'nly love to me;
He from death to life hath brought me,
  Son of God with Him to be.

    Sing, oh, sing of my Redeemer,
      With His blood He purchased me,
    On the cross He sealed my pardon,
        Paid the debt, and made me free.

PRAYER
The prayer, The Love of Jesus, in the Valley of Vision:
O Father of Jesus,
Help me to approach thee with deepest reverence,
  not with presumption,
  not with fear, but with holy boldness.

Thou art beyond the grasp of my understanding,
  but not beyond that of my love.
Thou knowest that I love thee supremely,
  For thou art supremely good, perfect.

My heart melts at the love of Jesus,
He is mine and I am his,
  given to me as well as for me;
I am never so much mine as when I am his,
  or so much lost to myself until lost in him.

But my love is frost and cold, ice and snow;
Let his love warm me, be my heaven;
May it be more revealed to me in all its influences
  that my love to him may be more fervent and glowing.



 
