


POWER OF GRACE
Ephesians 2:1-9

When Mark was pulled over by a police officer for driving while intoxicated, he was afraid his college football career was over.
He was sure he was going to jail.  But the officer instead dropped him off at his college.  When Mark asked why, the officer said,
                             “I’m giving you grace.”

Still, the young man was certain his coach would find out, and he’d lose his scholarship.  So, when his coach asked to see him after practice the next day, he was very apprehensive.  Surprisingly the coach said, “I know what happened last night, but I’m giving you grace.”  He then suggested Mark come to church next Sunday.

He went and the pastor was taking about the grace Jesus offers 
us to forgive us of our sins.  That day Mark trusted Christ as 
his Savior.  He went on to start a ranch for boys who needed 
a second chance – who needed grace.

When C.S. Lewis was asked what makes Christianity unique, 
he didn’t hesitate, he said, “Oh, that’s easy.  It’s grace.”

Grace is the free favor of God towards man. 
R.C. Sproul – “God never owes us grace.”
God’s grace is the overarching theme of Ephesians 2.

REPROBATES BY NATURE      :1-3
  Spiritually dead      :1
Dead – Gk. corpse meaning without any life (1:20 Jesus died).
It is used to describe physical death or separation from God.

God put Adam in the Garden of Eden to take care of it and told him he could eat from any of the trees in the garden but one.
Genesis 2:17 You must not eat from the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die.

Thiessen’s Systemic Theology – “This death is first of all spiritual,
  or a separation of the soul from God.  It implies not only 
      the inability to do anything well-pleasing to God, 
         but also, the possession of a corrupt nature.” 

Trespasses – Gk. to go aside, miss your step or fall.
It is missing the stair you intended to step on so you landed on 
the next step instead.   It is going where you didn’t plan to go.
[bookmark: _Hlk94191977]Though your intention was right the result was wrong so you ended up breaking the law of God. 

Sins – Gk. to miss the mark by breaking the law of God.
[bookmark: _Hlk94192142]Westminster Confession of Faith defined sin as: “Sin is any 
want of conformity unto, or transgression of, any law of God.”

  Evil influence     :2 
Course – Gk. age or period of time meaning the culture.
Unbelievers live according to the current culture of the times
which follows Satan’s “spiritual forces of evil (6:12).”

Sons of disobedience – those who reject the laws of God.
They live to please themselves and their desires instead of God.

  Personally sinful      :3
Passions (KJB lusts) – Gk. desire for what is forbidden. 
Desires – Gk. will (88x) means determination and resolve.
These attitudes drive us to rebel against the law of God.
[bookmark: _Hlk94605976]
 James Harnish in his book titled, Men at Mid-Life, wrote, 
“We are just normal human beings, living up to the world’s expectations, following our normal human cravings and desires: eating, sleeping, fighting, striving for human success,
struggling to achieve domination or power, satisfied if our
selfish desires are met and frustrated when they are not.”

Children of wrath – under the judgment of God because we have violated his laws and his will for our lives.
RESCUED BY GRACE      :4-5
Mercy – withholding a deserved penalty such as a fine.
Mercy is not be given the punishment you deserve.

Rich in mercy – there is no limit or restriction to his mercy. 
The chorus of the hymn, He Giveth More Grace, describes it.
    His love has no limit, his grace has no measure . . .
        He giveth and giveth and giveth again.

The only reason God doesn’t punish us for our sins against him is because of his great mercy towards us.  Instead of punishing us for our sins he shows us mercy by giving us spiritual life in
Christ who took our punishment when he died on the cross.

Chuck Swindoll – “Mercy is, God’s infinite compassion 
actively demonstrated toward the miserable.  Not just pity.  
   Not simply sorrow or an understanding of our plight, 
     but divine relief that results in peace deep within.”

:5 Even – Gk. and, but or indeed.  God chose to give us spiritual life when we really deserved personal punishment.
[bookmark: _Hlk94610791]
Made us alive (KJB quickened) – by his great power (1:19).
Together with Christ – reference to the resurrection (1:20).
Our new life is not only possible by Christ, but shared with him.

By grace . . . saved – is a summary statement of what he said.
Grace (156x) – Gk. favor, loving kindness or goodwill (:7,8).
It is that which gives joy, pleasure, delight, sweetness or charm.
Paul uses the word 12 times in the book of Ephesians.

The basic idea is that of a free and underserved gift.
It is something given to us which we have not earned or deserve.
It is something we could never have attained or possessed by our own effort.  Romans 6:23 The gift of God is eternal life.

When an emperor came to the throne, or when he was celebrating his birthday, he gave his troops a gift which was a sum of money.
They had not earned it as pay for their service, but received it out of the goodness of the emperor’s heart. 

John Stott – “Grace is love that cares and stoops and rescues.”

  Application
1. There is nothing I can do to earn God’s grace and mercy,
they are gifts given to me by God because of his love.

2. When I accept God’s grace and mercy which pardon my sins 
I can repay God by committing himself to love God with all
my heart, mind soul and strength. 

RICHES OF GRACE      :6-7
As a result of being forgiven of our sins, we now have a relationship with God in heaven just like Jesus Christ does. 
God sees us as no longer just living here on earth, but having spiritual life so we now have a position with him in heaven.

:7 Coming ages – when Christ reigns throughout eternity.
One day we will be with Christ forever and ever in heaven.

Immeasurable (KJB exceeding) – Gk. literally to throw beyond 
the usual mark meaning to excel or surpass (1:19).

Grace – Gk. undeserved favor, goodwill, kindness (:5).
It is a free gift which they have not earned and don’t deserve.
It is something which they could never achieve or earn – a gift.

  Application
Do you display the grace of God in your life to others?
We show God’s grace when our attitudes and actions are controlled by Christ instead of ourself so others see him in us.
Henry – “The grace of God, the longer we wear it, 
                         the brighter and better it is.”
REWARD OF GRACE      :8-9
These verses are intended to amplify God’s grace towards us.
His thought focuses around three words: saved, grace and faith.

Have been (KJB are) saved – Gk. perfect tense means something which was done in the past continues into the present.
From God’s point of view our salvation is complete.
John 19:30 On the cross Jesus said, “It is finished.”

Harry Ironside – “We were not saved because we prayed so earnestly, repented so bitterly, turned over a new leaf, made restitution for past sins, tried to do good, kept the law and 
obeyed the sermon on the mount, or anything else that we
could do, but we were saved by grace, and grace is God’s 
   unmerited favor to those who merited the opposite.”

Faith (244x) – Gk. conviction of the truth which included trust.
Faith has three elements: First, there is the intellectual which 
is the understanding of the truth.  Then, there is the emotional which is the conviction of the truth. Thirdly, there is the affirmation which is acting on the truth, personal belief.

Salvation is given to us through faith that we believe Christ died to pay the penalty for our sins by taking our place.  Our faith is the channel by which we receive the gift of salvation. 
          Calvin – “Faith brings a man empty to God, 
      that he may be filled with the blessings of Christ.” 

J. B. Philipps – “It is nothing you could or did achieve – 
       it was God’s gift of grace which saved you.  

:9 Of – Gk. by, from, out of or with meaning origin or source.
ESV adds the word “result” to make it clear and plain.

Works – goodness, kindness or helpfulness to others.
It could be providing clothes, food or shelter (James 2:15).
Or it could be attending services or offering sacrifices to God. 
These three phrases: “not of your own doing – gift of God –
and not of works” emphases our forgiveness of sins comes from the grace and mercy of God alone, not anything we have done.

No one can boast – about how he has earned God’s forgiveness by what he has done in serving him or in helping others.  

Psalm 115:1 NIV – Not to us, O Lord, not to us but to your name
        be the glory, because of your love and faithfulness.

William Perkins – “God’s grace cannot stand with man’s merit.”
Wonderful grace of Jesus, greater than all my sin-
how shall my tongue describe it?
Where shall His praise begin?
Taking away my burden, setting my spirit free;
for the wonderful grace of Jesus reaches me.

SUMMARY
God’s grace draws us to him from our sins.
Our forgiveness of sin is because of God’s grace.
God’s grace frees us from the penalty of our sins.

Thomas Brooks – “Sin and grace are like two buckets 
   at the well; when one is up the other is down.”

CONCLUSION
John Newton’s mother died when he was 6 years old.  For the next few years, while his father was at sea Newton was raised by his emotionally distant stepmother. He was also sent to boarding school, where he was mistreated.  At the age of eleven, he joined his father on a ship as an apprentice; his seagoing career would be marked by headstrong disobedience.  As a sailor, he denounced his faith after being influenced by a shipmate 

In 1748, a violent storm battered his ship off the coast of Ireland,
so severely that he called out to God for mercy.  That moment 
was his spiritual conversion when he trusted Christ as his Savior.
He went on to become a beloved pastor in England.  He said,
 “I am not what I might be, I am not what I ought to be, I am 
not what I wish to be, I am not what I hope to be; but I thank 
God I am not what I once was, and I can say with the great 
apostle (Paul), ‘By the grace of God I am what I am.’”

He wrote the hymn, Amazing Grace, in 1779 some 30 years after his conversion as his testimony of God’s wonderful grace in his life.  It has become one of the most recognizable songs in the English-speaking world and sung at Memorial Services.

1. Amazing grace! How sweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found;
Was blind, but now I see.

2. ’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
And grace my fears relieved;
How precious did that grace appear
The hour I first believed.

3. Through many dangers, toils, and snares,
I have already come;
’Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far,
And grace will lead me home.

4. The Lord has promised good to me,
His Word my hope secures;
He will my Shield and Portion be,
As long as life endures.

5. Yea, when this flesh and heart shall fail,
And mortal life shall cease,
I shall possess, within the veil,
A life of joy and peace.


 

6. The earth shall soon dissolve like snow,
The sun forbear to shine;
But God, who called me here below,
Will be forever mine.

7. When we’ve been there ten thousand years,
Bright shining as the sun,
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise
Than when we’d first begun.

 PRAYER
Prayer, The Mediator, from the Valley of Vision.
O God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, 
We hope in thy Word.
There we see thee, not on a fearful throne of judgment,
  but on a throne of grace, waiting to be gracious 
  and exalted in mercy.
There we hear thee saying, not ‘Depart ye cursed’,
  but ‘Look unto me and be ye saved,
  for I am God and there is none else.’
They that know thy name put their trust in thee.

How many now glorified in heaven, 
  and what numbers living on earth,
  are thy witnesses, O God,
  exemplifying in their recovery from the ruins of the Fall
  the freeness, riches and efficacy of thy grace!

All that were ever saved were saved by thee,
  and will through eternity exclaim, ‘Not unto us,
  but unto thy name give glory for thy mercy and truth’s sake.’







