10. Selfishness
Philippians 2:1-4

By nature, we are selfish.  The first person we think about is our self and what we desire or want that will satisfy our desires.

Chuck Swindoll told a story about one time when he was flying on a 727 which had a center aisle with 3 seats on each side of the isle.
He was sitting about halfway back when a family of 3 boarded.
Apparently, they had purchased their tickets late and were unable 
to secure reserved seating in the same row.

The airline attendant assured them that there were several empty seats . . . surely someone would be willing to swap seats so they
would be able to sit together.  Just in front of this family the middle and window seats were empty.

The family, which was friendly and courteous asked the gentleman on the isle if he would be willing to move from the right-side aisle seat to the left-side aisle seat.  All they asked for him to do was to stand up, take two steps to the left, then sit back down, just swap seat 17D for seat 17C.

Do you think he would do it?  No way.  He wasn’t even courteous enough to answer them verbally.  He just stared straight ahead as he shook his head firmly.  And when a flight attendant tactfully tried to ask him, he unloaded on her.  The guy absolutely refused to budge.  This was his “space” and there was no way he was going to let anybody, for any reason, take it away from him.
 
While you are smiling in disbelief, this is a good time to mention
“your seat” at church.  Would you be willing to give it up for
someone else or would you refuse to budge also?
C.S. Lewis – “Selfishness has never been admired.”

II Timothy 3:1-5 Paul lists sins which will characterize the last days.  In :2 he lists “lovers of self.”  Lover of self is a good description of a selfish person.  They care about themselves
first and foremost, in every situation. 
APPEAL TO UNITY      :1
If – Gk. conjunction used for drawing a conclusion.
Could be translated: then, therefore, these things being true.

Paul lists four foundations of our unity in Christ.
Any – Gk.  whether meaning you assume something is true.
It is used here to list the four reasons for Christian unity.

1. Encouragement (KJB consolation) – Gk. to call alongside to help.  The noun is used as a name for the Holy Spirit – the helper.

Encouragement in Christ – the help which he continually gives us.
· In Christ our sins are completely forgiven.
· In Christ we have access to the throne of God in prayer.
· In Christ we have assurance of eternal life because 
                he defeated death when he rose from the dead.

2. Comfort – Gk. concern for our cares (only used here).
Comfort from love – the love of Christ which strengthens us.

Romans 5:5 The love of God has been poured into our hearts
      through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.

3. Participation – Gk. koinonia meaning to share together.
Participation in the Spirit – the presence of the Holy Spirit in 
your life that unites you with fellow believes in a common faith.
The presence of the Holy Spirit encourages us, controls us, 
guides us, and teaches us the truth of God.

4. Affection (KJB bowels) – Gk. tender care (1:8 affection).
Sympathy (KJB mercies) – Gk. compassion.
Joseph Lightfoot – “It signifies the manifestation of tender
   feelings in compassionate yearnings and actions.”

Affection and sympathy – are the feelings believers have for one another because they all now belong to the family of God.

When we remember what Jesus has done for us, it should help us relate to fellow believers with a spirit of self-giving love and unity because we share the same belief in Christ and have the same purpose to let others know about his love for them.

BASIS OF UNITY      :2
Complete my joy – their unity of spirit and working together 
to share the gospel would bring great joy to his heart. 

Paul lists four attitudes that will make him joyful.
1. Same mind (KJB likeminded) – to think the same thing.
They would be united in their hearts with the purpose of standing firm in their faith in the face of opposition and sharing Christ with others in their community.

 On a grave stone of a husband and wife were engraved:
“We spoke the same things; we thought the same things.”

2. Same love – love for God who created them, for Christ who died for them to be forgiven and for fellow believers who are part of the family of God with the assurance of eternal life in heaven.

3. Full accord (NIV one in spirit) – united together in spirit.
The word only occurs here in the NT.  There is an example in the OT of Jonathan and David whose spirits were united together.
I Samuel 18:1,3,4 The soul of Jonathan was knit (NIV one) to the soul of David.  Jonathan made a covenant with David, because he loved him as his own soul.  And Jonathan stripped himself of the robe that was on him and gave it to David and his armor and even 
               his sword and his bow and his belt.

Both of them wanted the nation of Israel to become strong
and defeat the nations around them as David had just killed
Goliath the leader of the Philistine armies.

4. One mind – to have the same focus which is to see Christ glorified in the church and in the community in which they live.
Chuck Swindoll – “Does it mean that we always have to agree 
on everything?  Is that what harmony is all about?  No.            
There is a difference between unity and uniformity.  Uniformity is gained by pressure from without.  The English word uniformity has within it the word uniform.  We dress alike, look alike, sound alike, think alike, act alike.  But that is neither healthy nor biblical.  
Unity comes from deep within.  It is the inner desire to conduct oneself in cooperative manner . . . to be on the same team, 
    to go for the objectives, for the benefit of another.”

  Application
1. Believers are to agree on the basic matters of doctrine even though there will be differences of opinion one some things, because no one will agree on everything.

2. Focus on what is really important instead of little things that 
you might disagree with that end up separating relationships.

CALL TO HUMILITY      :3
  Wrong attitudes 
Selfish ambition (KJB strife) – Gk. put yourself first.
1:15 Some preach Christ out of envy (selfishness).
The word is related to a noun which was used of a day laborer.
It was used of those who cut wheat or were weavers.  They
worked for the pay they would get at the end of the day.

It was also used of those who pursued a political office by unjust means.  It then came to be used of political “party squabbles”
and of jockeying for position and power.

Matthew 20:21 The mother of James and John asked Jesus if 
her two sons could sit on his right and left hand in his kingdom.

Conceit (KJB vainglory) – Gk. empty glory or personal vanity.
Wanting the glory for yourself so you are honored above others.

The two words rivalry and conceit are closely related because those who pursue their own selfish ambitions only receive empty glory for themselves.  They do nothing for others because they are only concerned about what is in it for them.

  Right attitude
Humility (KJB lowliness of mind) – Gk. to be humble or modest.
Our word comes from the Latin word meaning: of the ground.  
Humility comes from recognizing your personal faults and sins.

More significant (KJB esteem) – Gk. to consider or count. 
It implies a conscious decision based on weighing the facts.

ATTITUDE FOR UNITY      :4
Look – Gk. to consider or care about (3:17 keep your eyes on).
It is natural for us to look out for ourselves.  You don’t have to teach a child how to look out for what they want – they do it naturally, just as we look out for ourselves naturally.

Why don’t we look out for the needs of others?
1. Our ego – we feel that we are more important
2. Our pride – we think we know more or are right.
3. Our selfishness – we want things our way.
4. Our stubbornness – we don’t want to change.

For unity to take place in the church among believers we also 
have to care about the needs of others as well as ourselves.

Own interests (KJB things) – Gk. themselves.
The word is used of those things that matter to us.
Matthew 8:22 Let the dead bury their dead.
You bury someone you care about, not someone you don’t know.

It refers to those are the things we are interested in because they have meaning and significance to us and for us.  They are those
things that we like and therefore are willing to spend our time 
and money on.  They bring us happiness and pleasure.

Interests of others – caring about what matters to them.
· What can’t they do that they want to do?
· How can I help them do what they want to do?



APPLICATION
1. We are naturally selfish because we have sin nature.
We care about ourself more than we do about others.
It is expressed by:
· Only thinking about ourselves.
· Caring for our needs first.
· Ignoring the needs of others.

R.B. Kuiper (d.1966) was professor of Reformed theology – “Selfishness is not only sin, but lies at the root of all sin.”

2. We can overcome our selfishness with God’s help.
II Corinthians 5:17 If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.
     The old has passed away, behold, the new has come.

John Newton – “I am not what I ought to be, I am not what 
I want to be . . . but still I am not what I once used to be.”

We can overcome our selfishness by: 
· Ask yourself what you can to help another person.
· Be considerate of the feelings of others.
· Give of your time to help others.
· Listen to what they want to talk about.
· Look for ways to encourage, or support them.

Richard Baxter – “Take heed of selfishness which desires 
to draw or save from others as much as you can for yourself 
                           and your own advantage.”

ILLUSTRATION
One of the greatest Christian devotional books is “My Utmost For His Highest.”  Each of the 365 daily readings were taken from various lectures given by Oswald Chambers at the Bible Training College in England between 1911 and 1915 and from talks he gave to soldiers, night after night at the YMCA in Egypt during World War I between 1915 and 1917 where he died at the age of 43 from a blood clot in his lung after emergency appendectomy.

His wife Biddy was the editor and compiler of the devotional 
book and she paid for the first edition to be printed.  In the forward she wrote, “It is because it is felt that the author is one to whose teaching men will return, that this book has been prepared . . .”

She signed the introduction using only her initials, “B.C.”
Nowhere in the book did she mention her name or her work 
of taking shorthand notes during the lectures, typing the talks,
and merging paragraphs from three different messages into a coherent reading for a single daily devotional.

Without her work, his words would never have existed on paper or in published form.  Even so, she put Oswald’s name on the cover.
She saw herself as a channel through which his words were conveyed to others.  Biddy Chambers truly looked out for the interest of others by doing all the work to put “My Utmost For His Highest” together for others to grow in their faith, but not even taking credit for all the work that she did to make it possible.

She is an example of being completely unselfish to encourage others to grow in their faith in Christ.

CONCLUSION
Song writer Kelley Willard was at home in 2000, and the Holy Spirit spoke to my heart saying very gently, “You know, you could stand to have a little more of a servant heart.”  She went straight to her piano and began playing and singing this prayer . . . 

Make Me A Servant, Humble And Meek.
Lord, Let Me Lift Up Those Who Are Weak,
And May The Prayer Of My Heart Always Be:
Make Me A Servant, Make Me A Servant,
Make Me A Servant Today!






Prayer of Peace by Saint Francis
He was a monk who lived in 1200’s.

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace:
  where there is hatred, let me sow love;
  where there is injury, pardon;
  where there is doubt, faith;
  where there is despair, hope;
  where there is darkness, light;
  where there is sadness, joy.

O divine Master,
  grant that I may not so much seek 
  to be consoled as to console,
  to be understood as to understand,
  to be loved as to love.

