8. PRIDE
Luke 18:9-14

Pride is defined as: a feeling of deep pleasure or satisfaction 
which is derived from one's own personal achievements.
Webster defined pride as: “an unreasonable conceit of one’s 
own superiority over others . . . to overvalue one’s self.”

Douglas MacArthur grew up in a military family. His father received the Medal of Honor in the Civil War and later became 
a General.  His mother gave him special treatment from the time 
he was born and he grew up to believe he really was special.
 
One time during WWII a shell exploded in the courtyard of a French chateau where he and his staff were dining.  Everyone hit the floor except MacArthur, who said, “All of Germany cannot make a shell that will kill me.  Sit down, gentlemen, with me.”

Pride is a sin which makes us believe we are better than others.
In Greek the word means: “to have a too high view of yourself.”
Romans 12:3 I say to everyone among you not to think 
     of himself more highly than he ought to think.

We can think too highly of ourself because of:
· Our family background – father, mother or grandparent.
· Our personal accomplishments – education and career.
· Our spiritual walk with God – Bible reading and prayer.
· Our service for God – teaching or being a leader.

James 4:6 God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble.
The proud – are those who don’t believe they need God.
The humble – are those who recognize their need of God.
God’s grace is not given to those who are proud and resist him,
but his grace is given to those who recognize their need of him.

Of all the characters in the Bible who we despise, probably no one is more despised than the Pharisee who prided himself in being better than others who came to the temple to pray.
ATTITUDE OF PRIDE     :9
  Good works
Trusted – Gk. in the good works they had done in keeping the law.
They believed they were more spiritual than other people.

Righteous – Gk. by keeping the law of God.
To be righteous means God views you as holy, without sin.

  Wrong attitude
Contempt (KJB despised) – Gk. to look down upon.
It is to look down on others because you believe you are better than them because of what you have done or accomplished.

  Application
1. As a Christian, who has been forgiven by God for our sins, 
it can be easy to look down on those who are not believers.  
We believe we are more spiritual than they are because we have 
a relationship with God which they do not have.

2. We must be careful not to think we are more righteous than other people because we have been forgiven.  We are a sinner saved by God’s grace us as they could be if they trusted Christ.

PARABLE ABOUT PRIDE     :10-13
  Two individuals      :10
The temple was not only used for sacrifices in public worship; 
it was also used for private prayer.  In Acts 3:1 Peter and John were going up to the temple at the hour of prayer that was 3 pm. 
That was when the evening sacrifice was offered on the altar.
1. Prayer should include praise for the character of God.
2. Prayer should include thanksgiving for is blessings to us.
3. Prayer can include requests for his help with our needs.

Pharisees – were deeply religious men who committed themselves 
to strictly keeping the OT law and the Jewish religious traditions. They were greatly respected by the public because of their outward show of being religious.  They tried their best to do what the law required believing they would be accepted by God.  They sincerely  believed their good works would get them into heaven.
Tax Collector (KJB publican) – was appointed by the Roman authorities to collect taxes from their own people to support the Roman government.  Their position was marked by deceit and greed as they often collected more than they should in taxes.

  Proud man      :11-12
1. How he prayed      :11a
By himself – meaning alone because he thought he was spiritually better than others who had also come to pray in the temple.
William Gurnall – “Pride loves to climb up to be seen.”

Prayed (NIV about himself) – what he had not done in breaking the laws of God and what he had done in more than keeping them. 

2. What he prayed – certain sins      :11b
He was thankful, but not for what God had done for him.  He was thankful because he saw himself as spiritually superior to others.

· Extortioners (NIV robbers) – who take something by force.
· Unjust (NIV evildoer) – who are dishonest.
· Adulterers – who have sex outside of marriage. 

He was filled with self-admiration for who he believed he was.
True prayer is not about yourself, but seeking the person of God.

3. What he did – good works      :12
Fast twice a week – Pharisees fasted on Mondays and Thursdays. 
OT only required you fast on the Day of Atonement (Lev. 16:29). 

Tithed – everything including garden herbs and vegetables (11:42).
OT only required a tithe of their grain, herds and olive oil. 

He believed he was righteous before God because he didn’t commit the sins that others did and because of his good works.
He was filled with personal pride for how he lived his life.
He believed God owed him forgiveness based on his goodness.
His goodness became his self-righteousness before God.

  Application
Pride is one of the most common sins we commit.
Jerry Bridges – “Of all the subtle sins . . . the pride of moral superiority may be the most common. But though it is so 
prevalent among us, it is difficult to recognize because 
                we all practice it to some degree.”

As Christians we believe we are better morally than the society.
We rightly condemn the evil in our society of: abortion, addictions, alcohol, abuse, homosexuality, lawlessness, but we are guilty of thinking we are better than those who are not believers.

Proud people only think about themselves not others.
· They look at their accomplishments.
· They compare themselves to others.
· They look down on others.
 
Bridges – “Rather than feeling morally superior to those who practice flagrant sins we condemn, we ought to feel deeply 
grateful that God by his grace has kept us from, or perhaps 
                        rescued us from, such a lifestyle.”

  Humble man      :13
Standing far off – from others because he had come for 
God to hear his prayer, not to be seen by other people.
He did not lift up his eyes to heaven, but he lifted up his heart.

His inner sorrow was shown outwardly as he continued to hit his chest with his hand.  Deep sorrow is expressed by outward actions.
He was so moved by his sorrow he expressed it by his actions.

Be merciful to me a sinner – because I have broken your laws.
He makes no excuse for his thoughts or actions.  He simply asks
That God would forgive and remove his anger because of them.

Merciful (2x) – Gk. to be gracious or remove anger.
Hebrews 2:17 Christ made propitiation for the sins of the people.
Be merciful – means make atonement (sacrifice) for my sins.

It was used in the Greek translation of the Hebrew Old Testament:
Ps. 25:11 For your name, O Lord, pardon my guilt, for it is great.
Sin breaks our fellowship with God because he is without sin.

  Reason
Sin results in God being angry at us because we have broken 
his law by our evil thoughts or through sinful deeds.  We have chosen to do what we wanted instead of what God required. 

  Application
Their two different prayers are really a reflection of their attitudes towards God.  The Pharisee believed he was better than most other people so God was pleased with him.  The tax collector knew that he was sinful compared to the standard of God so he was guilty.

Calvin – “We never truly glory in God unless we have put 
off our own glory.  On the other hand, we are justified by 
the Lord in order that we may glory in him, not ourselves.  
For our boasting is not in ourselves, but in the Lord’s mercy.”

PRINCIPLE OF HUMILITY      :14
  Pronouncement  
I tell you – emphasizes the authority of Jesus who speaks for God.
Justified – Gk. declared or pronounced righteous instead of guilty.
It is an act of God, not a feeling we have or something we did.
By acknowledging our sins God is willing to forgive them.

Rom. 3:24 We are justified (declared righteous) freely by his 
grace through the redemption that came through Jesus Christ.

  Principle
Those who believe they are better than everyone else will be 
surprised when God reveals they are just as sinful as those they
looked down upon because everyone is sinful and has broken
the laws of God so we all stand guilty before a holy God.

Prov. 3:34 God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble.
This verse is quoted by James in 4:6 and Peter in I Peter 5:5.

APPLICATION
1. Don’t let your pride allow you to think you are better than others because everyone is sinful and stands guilty before a holy God.

2. Don’t let your pride cause you to look down on other people.
Other people have their sins which are different than yours.

3. Don’t let your pride cut you off from receiving God’s forgiveness which comes from confessing your sins.

We must meet God on his terms which is complete holiness, 
not on what other people do because we are all sinful creatures.

     George Swinnock – “Pride is the shirt of the soul, 
                       put on first and put of last.” 

ILLUSTRATION
When John Newton was 80 years-old he was almost blind so he
couldn’t read, but he continued to preach.  He had a young man read to him the next point of the sermon and he would expound 
on it.  Then, as his memory began to fail someone asked him 
what he remembered.  He said, “There are two things I know, 
           I am a great sinner and Christ is a great Savior.”

He died December 21, 1807 and was buried in London.  
On the memorial stone are engraved the words:
JOHN NEWTON
Clerk, once and Infidel and Libertine (lawless),
A Servant of Slaves in Africa was,
By the Rich Mercy of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
Preserved, Restored, Pardoned
And Appointed to Preach the Faith
He Had So Long Labored to Destroy.

CONCLUSION
1. Amazing grace how sweet the sound
that saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found,
was blind, but now I see.

2. 'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
and grace my fears relieved;
how precious did that grace appear
the hour I first believed!

5. Yes, when this flesh and heart shall fail,
and mortal life shall cease:
I shall possess, within the veil,
a life of joy and peace.

6. The earth shall soon dissolve like snow,
the sun forbear to shine;
but God, who called me here below,
will be forever mine.

PRAYER
The prayer, Prayer of Confession, in the Valley of Vision:
Holy Lord, I have sinned times without number, 
  and been guilty of pride and unbelief . . . 

My transgressions and short-comings 
  present me with a list of accusations, 
  but I bless Thee that they will not stand 
  against me, for all have been laid on Christ. 

Go on to subdue my corruptions, 
and grant me grace to live above them. 
Let not the passions of the flesh nor lustings 
of the mind bring my spirit into subjection, 
but do Thou rule over me in liberty and power.

Deliver me from every evil habit, 
every accretion (increase) of former sins, 
everything that dims the brightness of Thy grace in me, 
everything that prevents me taking delight in Thee. 
Then I shall bless Thee, God for helping me to be upright.
