7. UNTHANKFULNESS
Luke 17:11-18

War broke out between England and France in 1755 and 16-year-old Samuel Medley fulfilled his dream by becoming a midshipman in the Royal British Navy.  During the battle of Cape Lagos in 1759, his leg was severely wounded when most of his calf was shot away.  The wound would not heal and the surgeon informed him gangrene had set in and his leg would have to be amputated. 

Medley protested and the surgeon granted him one more day before removing his leg.  He had a Bible in his trunk and spent 
the whole night reading it and praying.  The next day the surgeon reported that healing had begun and surgery would not be needed.
Did this lead Medley to God? No, he rejoiced in his good fortune and packed his Bible away.

Unthankfulness is not acknowledging a favor or good deed done 
to you or for you.  It is taking for granted the kindness of another person which is often done out of being so self-centered you 
do not consider what the other person has done as significant.

Matthew Henry – “In thanking God, we fasten upon his favors 
to us; in praising God, we fasten upon is perfections in himself.”

Background
In Bible times, leprosy was a loathsome disease at ostracized its victims from family and friends.  It began with little specks on the palms of the hands and then spread over the body.  It bleached the hair white and the skin to look like scales over oozing sores.

The law of Moses required that anyone with leprosy must continually cry out, “Unclean, unclean,” as they walked along the road so that someone who was also walking along would not come into contact with them and be contaminated by them.

Leviticus 13:45 The leprous person who has the disease shall 
wear torn clothes and let the hair of his head hang loose and 
he shall cover his upper lip and cry out, “Unclean, unclean.”
GRACE EXTENDED      :11-14
Between Samaria and Galilee – this was the northern border area of Samaria and southern border of Galilee about 60 miles north 
of Jerusalem.  It is mentioned because it was a Samaritan who returned to thank Jesus for being healed of leprosy (:16).

:12 Ten lepers – because they could not live in the community 
with others they lived together in their own community.

Stood at a distance – because they were not to come close to those who did not have leprosy so they would not become unclean.

:13 Jesus, Master – Rabbi showing their respect because they must have heard that Jesus had healed people who were blind, lame and other diseases because his was the third year of Jesus’ ministry.

Mercy (NIV pity) – Gk. to help the affected. 
16:24 The rich man asked Abraham to have mercy on him because he was suffering in anguish in Hades for his lack of mercy.
        Mercy relieves the suffering one is experiencing.

We ask God to do something for us that we cannot do ourselves.
Often, we ask in prayer believing God hears us and will do something for us we cannot do for ourselves.

:14 The priests – were the health inspector who certified that someone was really cured for their disease and therefore could return to live in the community again.

They may have been disappointed that Jesus did not pronounce them clean on the spot, but his command required their obedience and they showed their faith by acting on his word alone.
               Psalm 119:60 I hasten and do not delay 
                       to keep your commandments.

Were cleansed – Gk. to make clean or undefiled.
In other words, they were cured and healed of their leprosy.
Aorist tense – means they were healed instantly. 
Passive mood – means they were healed by someone else.
As they walked along suddenly one of them looked at someone who was in the group with him and saw that he had been cleansed.  As each of them looked at one another they saw that each one of them had been cleansed and healed of their leprosy.

Note: In the gospels no one who asked Jesus for physical help 
was turned down.  Each person asked because they had faith, 
he could heal them of whatever illness they had.

THANKS EXPRESSED      :15-16
Saw – that his skin was no longer had a rash or open sores.
The phrase, “Seeing is believing” has been around for centuries and emphasizes the idea that visible evidence is crucial for someone to believe that something is real or took place. 

Turned back – went back to find Jesus to thank him.
His first and greatest desire was to give Jesus thanks.

Praising (KJB glorified) – Gk. extol, honor or magnify.
It is the word from which we get doxology.
Psalm 21:13 We will sing and praise your power.

Mary expressed her praise to God in her song in 1:46,47,49 
My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior. . . for he who is mighty has done great things for me.

The goodness of God should always result in praising him.
· Praise for what God has done is always right.
· When God has blessed you take time to thank him.

:16 Fell on his face – an act of honor and worship.
Mark 5:6 A man possessed with a demon fell before Jesus.
Thanks – Gk. to be grateful meaning to be pleased or satisfied.
Ambrose – “No duty is more urgent than that of returning thanks.”

Psalm 9:1 I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart; 
            I will recount all of your wonderful deeds.
Spurgeon – “God loves a cheerful giver, whether it be the gold of his purse or the gold of his mouth which he presents at the altar.”
Samaritan – they were Jews who had intermarried with Gentiles.
The result was that Jews did not have social interaction with them.
John 4:9 The Samaritan woman said to Jesus, “How is it that you,
       a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman of Samaria?”
                (Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.)

  Application
It is possible to receive a blessing from God and not thank him for it.  God does not require we thank him, but is pleased when we do.
· Don’t take God’s blessings for granted – thank him.
· Don’t wait to give thanks – thank him right away.

DISAPPOINTMENT EXPRESSED      :17-18
Jesus asks, “Why didn’t all ten return to give thanks because 
they all were cleansed and had the same reason to be thankful.”
He expected that all ten, having been healed, would come back 
and express their thankfulness to him.

:18 Foreigner (KJB stranger) – Gk. not a Jew is only used here.
He was a Samaritan and we assume that some of those in the group were Jews who had been healed along with him.

It is ironic that the one who returned to give thanks was not a Jew.
You would have thought that the Jews would be the first to give thanks because the psalms are filled with references to thanking God for his blessings and goodness to them.

Psalm 75:1 We give thanks to you, O God; we give thanks 
for your name is near. We recount your wondrous deeds.

Psalm 92:1-2 It is good to give thanks to the LORD,
      to sing praises to your name, O Most High;
     to declare your steadfast love in the morning
               and your faithfulness at night.

Roman philosopher Marcus Cicero (d.43 BC) – 
“A thankful heart is not only the greatest virtue,
       but the parent of all the other virtues.” 

Remorse of the nine lepers:
I meant to go back, but you may guess
I was filled with amazement I cannot express
To think that after all those horrible years,
That passion of loathing and passion of fears,
By sores unendurable – eaten, defiled –
My flesh was a smooth as the flesh of a child.

I was drunken with joy; I was crazy with glee’
I scarcely could walk and I scarcely could see,
For the dazzle of sunshine where all had been black;
But I meant to go back, Oh, I meant to go back!

I had thought to return, when my people came out,
There were tears of rejoicing and laughter and shout;
My cup was so full I seemed nothing to lack –
But I meant to go back, Oh, I meant to go back!

REMINDER
Deut. 8:12-14 Take care lest, when you have eaten and are full 
and have built good houses and live in them, 13 and when your herds and flocks multiply and your silver and gold is multiplied and all that you have is multiplied, 14 then your heart be lifted up, and you forget the Lord your God, who brought you out of the 
                 land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.

The Israelites forgot God’s deliverance in bringing them out of slavery and as a result were not thankful for God’s blessings.
The result was they worshiped and served other gods.

APPLICATION
How easy it is to forget all of the blessings God has given us:
Physically – everything we have comes from him:
our food, health, home, freedoms and family.

Spiritually – salvation from our sins:
Deliverance from guilt, belonging to God an inheritance in heaven.


When we are truly thankful several things take place:
· We acknowledge the goodness of God.
· We do not take the goodness of God for granted.
· We become humble knowing God cares for us.
· We become content with what God has done.

Ephesians 5:20 Giving thanks always and for everything 
to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

John Trapp – “Hearty thanks must be given to God: such as 
comes not from the roof of the mouth but the root of the heart.”

ILLUSTRATION
In 1860 a ship went aground on the shore of Lake Michigan near Evanston, Illinois.  Edward Spencer, who was part of the life-saving squad waded into the frigid water again and again to rescue 17 passengers.  As a result, his health was permanently damaged.
Several years later at his funeral, it was noted that not one of the people who he had rescued ever came and thanked him.

CONCLUSION
Give thanks with a grateful heart
Give thanks to the Holy One
Give thanks because He's given Jesus Christ, His Son
Give thanks with a grateful heart
Give thanks to the Holy One
Give thanks because He's given Jesus Christ, His Son

And now let the weak say, "I am strong"
Let the poor say, "I am rich
Because of what the Lord has done for us"
And now let the weak say, "I am strong"
Let the poor say, "I am rich
Because of what the Lord has done for us"
Give thanks Give thanks.



PRAYER
Psalm 103:1-5 Bless the Lord, O my soul,
    and all that is within me,
    bless his holy name!
2 Bless the Lord, O my soul,
    and forget not all his benefits,
3 who forgives all your iniquity,
    who heals all your diseases,
4 who redeems your life from the pit,
    who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy,
5 who satisfies you with good
    so that your youth is renewed like the eagle's.

