GREAT REUNION
I Thessalonians 4:13-18

      To lose a loved one is to be wounded deep within the soul;
the wound will heal, but the scar will remain.
To touch the scar is to recall the memory of your loved one.

II Samuel 18:33 When David heard that his son Absalom had died in battle he wept and said, “O my son Absalom, my son Absalom!
Would I had died instead of you, O Absalom, my son, my son.”

The repetition of “My son Absalom” expresses the deep grief he 
felt at losing one of his sons who he deeply loved.  In his grief 
he wished that he would have died in place of his son Absalom because the pain of losing him was more than he could bear.

Thomas Watson – “Death is the funeral of all our sorrows.”
We all experience the death of loved ones and our grief is often 
in proportion to our relationship with them like David.  We have
to accept the fact that everyone will eventually die because of sin.

Ecclesiastes 3:1-2 For everything there is a season and a time for every matter under heaven: a time to be born and a time to die.
The first thing Solomon names in his list is birth and death.
We must accept death, but believers have the hope of eternal life.

Background
While Paul was in Thessalonica, he taught the believers that Christ would return.  But his ministry was cut short when he was forced to leave the city because of persecution. Therefore, he was not able to explain all the details about Christ’s return.

During the next two years some of the believers died and there was some confusion about what would happen to them. They believed that those who had died before Christ returned missed out on the blessing of his coming.  As a result, they began to grieve over the death of their loved ones like unbelievers who grieve with no hope. 
Paul gives them clear words of instruction about the coming of Christ to comfort them about those who died before he returned.  
REVELATION ABOUT DEATH      :13
Uninformed (KJB ignorant) – Gk. literally used to denote wrong thinking about something (Romans 1:13 his visit to Rome; 
11:25 why Israel rejected the Messiah; I Cor. 12:1 spiritual gifts).

Asleep – Gk. to rest or figuratively to die.
Paul used the word figuratively of the death of believers.
I Corinthians 15:6 Christ was seen by 500 brothers after 
  his resurrection . . . some of who have fallen asleep.

I Corinthians 15:20 Christ is risen from the dead and become 
          the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.

Note: here Paul uses the word asleep in :13,14,15.
He uses the word sleep because believers will be raised from death. 

No hope – inscriptions on tombs and references in literature show that pagans in the first century viewed death with horror because they believed it was the end of everything.

The Greek poet Theocritus (d. 270 BC) – “There is hope for those
   who are alive, but those who have died are without hope.”

Ephesians 2:12 Paul described unbelievers “having no hope.” 
1. They do not have a personal relationship with God.
2. They do not have assurance their sins have been forgiven.
3. They do not have confidence of life after they die.

Those who do not know Jesus Christ as their Savior do not have any hope of eternal life and therefore when a loved one dies they
grieve deeply for them because they know they will never see them again.  The grave is their final resting place and so people go there to grieve because that was where they said their last goodbye.

RESURRECTION OF BELEIVERS      :14-15
  Dead raised      :14
Jesus died – instead of fallen asleep to show that he really died
like everyone dies so that he physically rose from the dead. 
I Corinthians 15:22-23 As in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive.  But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits
          then at his coming those who belong to Christ.
Death doesn’t separate a believer from his relationship with Christ.
Romans 14:8 Whether we live or we die, we belong to the Lord.
Barclay – “The man who has lived and died in Christ is still 
         in Christ even in death and will rise in Christ.”

God will bring believers back to life again when Christ returns.
They are not dead and gone; they will be given new eternal life.

  Living follow      :15
Word from the Lord – the truth mentioned here is not recorded in the Gospels, so it was probably a direct revelation given to Paul.

Proceed (KJB prevent) – Gk. to come before.
2:16 God’s wrath has (KJB is) come upon them at last.
God is already punishing them for resisting the gospel.

Believers who have died will be raised from the dead and united with Christ before believers who are still alive when Christ returns.
The point is those who died will not miss out on any of God’s blessings but will instead be the first to receive the blessings.

RETURN OF CHRIST      :16
  Call sounded
The Lord himself – referring to Jesus who was taken into heaven.
Acts 1:11 The angels promised the disciples, “This same Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come back in the
         same way you saw him go into heaven.”

Cry of command (KJB shout) – like a battle cry of an army.
Joshua 6:16 After walking around the city of Jericho on the seventh day he told the people, “Shout, for the Lord . . .”

When Jesus was born a multitude of angels announced his birth.
Luke 2:13 Suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of 
the heavenly hosts praising God and saying, “Glory to God . . .
When Christ returns to earth they will give a shout of victory.

Archangel – Gk. chief leader over all of the other angels.
Voice of archangel – Michael (Jude 9) will lead the loud shout.  
Trumpet of God – used to call the people to attention.
· Calling the people into God’s presence (Numbers 10:3). 
· Calling the people to go to war (Numbers 10:9).

The announcement of the return of Jesus will be so significant that 
everyone will hear the sound so they will know he has returned.
It will not be a secret but will be announced to everyone.

Matthew 24:27 As the lightening comes from the east and shines 
as far as the west, so shall be the coming of the Son of Man.

  Believers resurrected
Those who have trusted Christ as their Savior will then be raised from their tombs with new spiritual bodies never to die again.

I Corinthians 15:42-44 What is sown is perishable; what is raised is imperishable.  It is shown in dishonor; it is raised in glory.  
           It is shown in weakness; it is raised in power.  
     It is shown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body.

REUNION WITH LOVED ONES      :17-18
  Rapture      :17
Believers who are alive when Christ returns will then join those who have died so together, we will be united with Christ.

Caught up – Gk. to seize or take by force.
John 6;15 When Jesus perceived they would take him by force, 
to make him king, he departed to a mountain alone by himself. 

Acts 8:39 The Spirit of the Lord took Philip away from the eunuch.

II Cor. 12:2 Paul wrote, “I was caught up to the third heaven.” 
Paul used the word here to describe believers being taken from earth to the heavens to be united with those who have died.  

Note: the word “rapture” itself is not in the Bible it comes from 
the Latin word which means “to seize and carry away (kidnap).”
The word was used by the Puritan John Gill in his commentaries on this verse in the 1700’s.  “We shall be caught up suddenly, 
in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye by the power of Christ . . . 
                   this rapture of the living saints.”
It became popular in the 1830’s with the teaching of John Darby about the second coming of Christ and even more well known in the 1900’s through the publication of the Scofield Reference Bible. 

The word rapture conveys the truth of the event that we will be reunited with Christ and believers who have died, but it does not
tell us anything about the time when it will occur.

  Application
1. Death is only a temporary separation for believers until Christ returns and we are reunited with them once again.

2. We should not grieve like those who have no hope of seeing their loved ones once again.  Our comfort is our hope in Christ.

  Encouragement      :18
The natural conclusion is to encourage fellow believers with the fact that when Christ returns, we will be reunited together with 
loved ones who trusted Christ as their Savior.  

Encourage (KJB comfort) – Gk. to call alongside to offer comfort to encourage, or strengthen by giving your support. 

The noun is used of the ministry of the Holy Spirit the Comforter.
John 14:16 The Father will send you another Comforter.

Believers are to encourage one another with the fact that they will be reunited with loved ones once again.  We have the assurance of seeing them once again when Christ returns so we are looking for
his personal and visible return.

APPLICATION
1. The primary purpose of these verses is not to give a chronology of future events, but to urge the believers to mutual encouragement for those who had loved one who had died.

Swindoll – “Notice that it does not say that these wonderful truths should prompt us to set dates, sell our possessions and watch for 
             Christ’s return from the highest mountain.”
2. The death of our loved ones who are believers is not permanent. 
It is temporary until Christ returns and we are reunited together.
Then we will be together with them and Christ forever and ever.

Swindoll – “When we grieve, we need to be encouraged with these truths so our sorrow will be permeated with hope, not despair.”

3. Christians need to show the world by their attitude towards the death of loved ones that they will see them once again when Jesus Christ returns and raises them from the dead. 

4. Who are you longing to see when Christ returns again?
Father, grandfather, mother, grandmother, sister, brother, friend . . .

If I Got Jesus – Ben Fuller
If I got Jesus I've got all that I could ever need
Take the world away from me and I'll be okay
If I got Jesus there's a hope that's living deep inside
A joy that I could never hide and a safe place to fall
If I got Jesus I got it all.

Someday that trumpet's gonna sound
And the King of Heaven will ride upon the clouds coming down
I'll hit my knees, oh Lord, then sings my soul, "I'm going home."

ILLUSTRATION
A baby was born to David and Bathsheba out of their adulterous relationship, but God chose to take the life of the child.  David was overcome with grief while the baby was sick, but when the baby died his response was completely different.

II Samuel 12:23 When asked why he was no longer mourning 
he said, “Why should I fast?  Can I bring him back again?  
        I shall go to him, but he will not return to me.” 
David knew that one day he would see his son once again.
Psalm 16:11 In your presence is fullness of joy; 
at your right hand are pleasures forever more.  
Pleasures in heaven include: no sin or guilt, perfect worship 
and seeing loved ones who have died with faith in God.
Philips paraphrase I Thess. 4:16-17 One word of command, one shout from the archangel, one blast from the trumpet of God and
the Lord himself will come down from heaven.  Those who have
died in Christ will be the first to rise and then we who are still living on the earth will be swept up with them into the clouds to meet the Lord in the air.  After that we shall be with him forever.

A Christian has confidence in the eventual resurrection of those who have trusted Christ for salvation and eternal life with them.     

CONCLUSION
When peace, like a river, attendeth my way,
When sorrows like sea billows roll;
Whatever my lot, Thou has taught me to say,
It is well, it is well, with my soul.

Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come,
Let this blest assurance control,
That Christ has regarded my helpless estate,
And hath shed His own blood for my soul.

My sin, oh, the bliss of this glorious thought!
My sin, not in part but the whole,
Is nailed to the cross, and I bear it no more,
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!

But, Lord, 'tis for Thee, for Thy coming we wait,
The sky, not the grave, is our goal;
Oh trump of the angel! Oh voice of the Lord!
Blessed hope, blessed rest of my soul!

And Lord, haste the day when my faith shall be sight,
the clouds be rolled back as a scroll;
the trump shall resound and the Lord shall descend;
even so, it is well with my soul.




PRAYER
Heavenly Father,
I come before You with a humble heart, 
longing to walk in Your truth and live in Your light. 
Prepare me, Lord, for the day 
when You call Your church home. 

Keep my faith steadfast, my heart pure, 
  and my eyes fixed on Jesus.
Help me to live each day with purpose, 
  loving others as You have loved me, 
  and sharing the hope of salvation 
  with those who do not yet know You. 

Strengthen me to resist temptation, 
  to endure trials with joy, 
  and to remain watchful for Your return.
May my life bring glory to Your name 
  until that glorious moment when 
  we meet You in the clouds. 
Come quickly, Lord Jesus. Amen.

