6. DESIRE PURITY
I John 3:1-3

In the forests of northern Europe lives a little animal called an ermine.  They are weasels (6-12 inches long with a  2–4 inch tail).  In the winter their coat turns snow-white except for their distinctive black tip on their tail.  In some countries the state robes of judges are lined with it, as emblematic of purity and honor.

The ermine takes peculiar pride in their white coat and goes to great lengths to avoid soiling it.  Hunters have taken advantage 
of this fact to capture them.  Instead of setting up a trap, they find its home in a cleft in a rock or a hollow tree and dab the entrance with filth such as dirt or grime.

When the dogs start to chase it, the frightened ermine flees to his den.  But finding it dabed with filth, rather than soil its pure white coat it turns, faces the dogs and is captured.  For the ermine preserving the purity of its coat is more important than its life.

Pure – Gk. clean meaning without the stain of sin.
God desires that his people to be pure as he is pure.
I John 1:5 God is light and in him is no darkness at all.
Calvin – “God is such a light, that no darkness belongs to him.”  

PERSONAL ACCEPTANCE – Adoption      :1
Behold – consider the incredible love God the Father has shown us.

Children of God – emphasizes our standing before God in heaven because our sins have been forgiven.  We have become his children through faith in the sacrifice of Christ for our sins.

John 3:3 Jesus said, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one 
     is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.”
Born again – can also be translated born from above focusing 
on the fact that God is the one who saves us.

I John 3:6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh 
  and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.”
There are two different kinds of people in the world: 
those born physically and those also reborn spiritually.
As believers our self-worth is based on the fact
that God loves us and calls us his children.

We are his children here and now, not just sometime in the future so we need to honor him as we live out our lives here on earth.

The reason – the world does not understand the relationship believers have with God as his children is because they don’t know God themselves.  They cannot understand his relationship with us. They do not know God because they belong to Satan (John 8:44).

PRESENT REALITY - Justification      :2a
Beloved – Gk. word of endearment (3:21; 4:1,7,11).
Note: John uses the word nine times in his three letters.
He wants believers to know that God deeply cares about them.

Now – Gk. at this time or the present time.
We are not waiting for something to happen it is here.

When we trust Christ as our Savior we become part of the family of God with God as our heavenly Father.  Even though we sin 
we still belong to God who has forgiven us of our sins.
Calvin – “Our salvation remains safe and secure.”

FUTURE HOPE – Glorification      :2b
  Christians
John having spoken of our present dignity as children who now are part of the family of God goes on to speak of our future destiny.

What we will be – holy, perfect, pure and without sin.
Not yet – because it will take place when Christ returns.
Appeared – Gk. to make known or visible.
It is often used of the second coming of Christ (2:28; 3:3b).

The N.T. says nothing definite about the nature of our future glory. With our present faculties we cannot conceive what it will be like. We must experience it to understand what it will be like to be holy.
Shall be like him – not divine, but without sin and holy.
Our sinful nature we were born with will be changed to be holy.

  Quote
John Stott – “The image of God, marred by the fall, has been stamped upon us again.  The new man, which we assumed at 
our conversion, was ‘created after the image and likeness of God 
in true righteousness and holiness’ (Ephesians 4:24).  And since that day, in fulfillment of God’s predestinating purpose that we should be ‘conformed to the image of his Son’ (Romans 8:29), 
the Holy Spirit has been transfiguring us ‘into his likeness from
one degree of glory to another’ (II Corinthians 3:18) . . . We shall finally and completely be like Christ, including our bodies.”

  Christ
We know – for certain that Christ will return.
Acts 1:11 When Jesus ascended into heaven the angel said, 
“Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? 
This same Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, 
will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”

When – we don’t know the time but believe his promise.
John 14:3 If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again 
and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also.

We shall see him – the risen and glorified Christ.
As he is – in all of his glory and majesty.
Revelation 1:13-15 Clothed with a long robe and with a 
golden sash around his chest.  The hairs of his head were white, like white wool, like snow. His eyes were like a flame of fire, 
                 his feet were like burnished bronze.

R.C. Sproul – “This text I think is one of the most important eschatological texts, if not the most important eschatological text, in all of the NT because what it promises the believer is the zenith of the felicity (intense happiness) that we will enjoy in heaven, which is found in what is called the ‘visio Die,’ or the beatific vision.  It simply means ‘the vision of God,’ which vision is 
called the beatific vision.
Why? Well, you may not be familiar with the term ‘beatific,’ but you are familiar with the term ‘beatitude.’  The beatitudes are those sayings that are recorded in the Sermon on the Mount when Jesus begins each of the beatitudes with the prophetic oracle of blessing.
‘Blessed are the poor.  Blessed are peacemakers and those who hunger and thirst after righteousness and so on.’

That is a promise of blessedness, a degree of happiness that transcends any pleasure or any kind of earthly happiness – 
when God gives blessedness to the soul of a person, that is the supreme level of joy and fulfillment and of happiness that any creature can ever receive.  And this blessedness is what is in view here when we talk about the beatific vision: a vison that is so wonderful, a vision that is so fulfilling that the vision itself 
bring with it the fullness of the blessing.  

This is the end and the destiny of all His people.  It doesn’t get 
any better than that, and again, every aspiration, every hope, 
every joy that we look forward to will be there and then some.”

R.C. Sproul wrote a hymn titled: Highland Hymn.
Above the mists of Highland hills
E’en far above the clear blue skies
The end of pain and earthly ills
When we shall see His eyes.

His face now hidden from our sight
Concealed from ev’ry hidden gaze
In hearts made pure from sinful flight
Is the bliss that will amaze.

We know not yet what we will be
In heaven’s final blessed state
But know we now that we shall see
Our Lord at heaven’s gate.

The beatific glory view
That now our souls still long to see
Will make us all at once anew
And like Him forever be.
PERSONAL PURITY – Sanctification    :3
  Hope
Hope – is in the confident assurance of Christ’s second coming. This is what fills believers with confidence for their future.
I Thess. 4:16-17 The Lord himself will descend from heaven with 
a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the sound of the trumpet call of God . . . and so shall we always be with the Lord.

In Him – the return of Christ for his saints.
Christ is the focus of our hope and the assurance of our salvation.

Richard Baxter, The Saint’s Everlasting Rest wrote – “Yonder 
is he whose blood redeemed us, whose Spirit cleansed us, 
whose law governed us; in whom we trusted, and he 
hath not deceived our trust; for whom we long waited, 
    and now we see we have not waited in vain!” 

  Holiness
Purifies – Gk. to make clean.  It was used of Jewish ceremonial cleansing by sacrifices and washings for festivals (John 11:55).
The people would go a week early to the Passover to offer sacrifices and participate in ritual washing so they were pure.
These washing were to show they hearts were right with God.

Acts 21:24,26 Paul purified himself before he entered the temple
to show that he still respected the Jewish laws. 

Morally it means: to be without sin or holy.
I Peter 1:21-22 God raised Jesus from the dead and gave him glory . . . having purified your souls by obedience to the truth.
By believing Jesus died for our sins we are forgiven of them 
and the result is that we are morally or spiritually pure.

Present tense means a believer continually seeks to be holy.
· It is our desire and focus throughout our whole life.
· It is our struggle against our sinful nature.

R.A. Torry – “God does not demand a beautiful vessel,
                but he does demand a clean one.”
Himself – it is a choice we must make because God is holy.
No one else will make you holy, you must choose to be holy.
· Holiness starts with our desire.
· Then, we must think about what God desires.
· Lastly, it results is choices we make.

Our desire to see him is matched by our desire to be like him.
If we hope to be changed to be like Christ when he comes, 
then we will be about becoming pure now before he comes.

A true scriptural grasp of this hope of the Lord’s return will not create in us a desire to merely escape this world and its present troubles, but rather will have a purifying effect on us, for we will want to be spiritually ready to meet our Savior when he appears.

APPLICATION
Morally
1. Thoughts – taking every thought captive.
Don’t entertain evil and sinful thoughts that cause you to focus 
on your desires instead of on the fact you are a child of God.

2. Actions – godly caring and compassion.
Demonstrate your faith by caring for others and not just yourself.
How can I help others who have emotional or spiritual needs?

Spiritually
1.  Beliefs – what we believe.
Do I believe the truth of the Word of God as it is written?
Do I try to make it say what I want it to say for me?

2.  Practice – how we live.
Do I practice what I claim to believe?
Can others see my faith in action?

A.W. Pink – “Spiritual purity may be defined as undivided
              affections, sincerity and genuineness.”


CONCLUSION
Robert Boswell was an elder in a church in Scotland and a Hebrew scholar who rewrote the Scottish version of the Psalms for singing.
In the late 1700’s he wrote the hymn, Behold, What Love, based 
on I John 3:1-3.  He died suddenly while preaching in London on April 1, 1804 at the age of 58.

Behold, what love, what boundless love, the Father hath bestowed on sinners lost, that we should be now called ‘the sons of God!”

No longer far from Him but now by “precious blood’ made nigh,
Accepted in the “Well beloved,” now to God’s heart we lie.

In verses 3 and 4 he looks to the future of the child of God
which should motivate us to live holy lives.

What we in glory soon shall be, it doth not yet appear;
But when our precious Lord we see, we shall His image bear.

With such a blessed hope in view, we would more holy be,
More like our risen, glorious Lord, whose face we soon shall see.

Behold what manner of love! What manner of love 
the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we, that we 
should be called, should be called the sons of God!

PRAYER
The prayer, Purification, in the Valley of Vision:
Lord Jesus,
I sin – grant that I may 
  never cease grieving of it,
  never think I can reach a point of perfection.

Give me grace to be 
  holy, kind, gentle, pure, peaceable,
  to live for thee and not for self,
  to copy thy words, acts, spirit,
  to be transformed into thy likeness,
  to be consecrated wholly to thee,
  to live entirely for thy glory.

