5. UNGODLINESS

Thomas Manton – “This is pride, it is a lifting up the heart 
      above God and against God and without God.”

We often think of pride as the root cause of all sin, but while pride plays a major role in causing us to sin there is another more widespread cause and that is the sin of ungodliness.

In Genesis 25 Esau was out hunting and came home hungry.  
He wanted the soup Jacob had made, but Jacob said he could 
have it if he gave him is birthright as the oldest son and he did.
He willingly gave up his right as the firstborn which included
a special blessing from his father, a double portion of the family inheritance and the position of leadership over the family.

Hebrews 12:16 NIV – No one should be . . . godless like Esau, 
who for a single meal sold his inheritance rights as the oldest son.
Godless – Gk. ungodly, without spiritual insight or interest. 
A godless person doesn’t have any consciousness of God. 
Esau lived as if God and his promises did not exist.

Psalm 14:1 The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.”
Spurgeon – “Every natural man is a denier of God. Practical atheism is the religion of the human race.  Those who talk so abominably as to deny their Maker will act abominably.” 

Jude :15 The Lord is coming, “to execute judgment on all and
  to convict all the ungodly of all their deeds of ungodliness 
     that they have committed in such an ungodly way.”
Ungodly – Gk. without any fear or reverence for God.
People live as if there is no God they will have to answer to.

Calvin – “They did much evil by their wicked life.
All wickedness flows from a disregard of God.”

Contrary to what we normally think, ungodliness and wickedness are not the same.  A person maybe nice and respectable and still be an ungodly person even though we do not consider him wicked.
That might be a surprise to those who call themselves Christians because we don’t think of ourselves as ungodly because we believe in God and we try to walk with him to honor our Savior.

UNGODLY      Romans 1:18
The wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their
              unrighteousness suppress the truth.

Paul distinguishes between ungodliness and unrighteousness.
Ungodliness – describes an attitude toward God.
Unrighteousness – refers to sinful actions in thought or actions.

Ungodly (6x) – Gk. lack of reverence towards God.
Jerry Bridges – “Ungodliness may be defined as living one’s everyday life with little or no thought of God, or of God’s will, 
        or of God’s glory or of one’s dependence on God.”

  Application
Many who call themselves Christians live their lives with little or no thought of God even though we read our Bible and pray at the beginning of each day.

Then we go out and seldom think about:
· Our attitude towards God.
· Our dependence on God.
· Our responsibility to God.

ATTITUDE      James 4:13-14
Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go into 
such and such a town and spend a year there and trade and 
make a profit”— yet you do not know what tomorrow will bring. 
     What is your life? For you are a mist that appears for 
                        a little time and then vanishes.

James does not condemn these people for making plans or even 
for planning to set up a business to make money.  He condemns them for planning without considering their dependence on God.
You do not know – is a strong negative statement implying that they were thinking and planning without the resources to do so.

1. Our knowledge is limited – we cannot predict the future.
How can we make such definite and specific plans for the future when we don’t even know what will happen tomorrow?
Proverbs 21:1 Do not boast about tomorrow, 
 for you do not know what a day may bring.

2. Our lives our uncertain – we only life for a short time.
We are not in control of our circumstances because an illness 
or an accident could change everything in our life overnight. 

To illustrate how quickly our lives can change or end he says they are like our breath on a cold morning that only lasts for a few moments and then is quickly gone.

PRINCIPLE      Colossians 3:22-24
Bondservants, obey in everything those who are your earthly masters, not by way of eye-service, as people-pleasers, but with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord. 23 Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, 24 knowing that from 
  the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward. 
                You are serving the Lord Christ.

The Christian worker is not to work just to please their boss.
They are to work to please the Lord in all that they do.
:22 Fearing the Lord – we will one day answer to him.
Respect for honoring God should be our motivation.

:23 For the Lord – with regard to or in respect of the Lord.
William Baxter – “God looks not . . . principally at the exterior 
    work, but much more to the heart of him that does it.”
He gave principles for honoring God in your work:
1. Be diligent in your work and do not waste your time.

2. Do your work to the glory of God and in obedience to his
     commands.

God will be the one who gives you your final reward.
Therefore, we are to work to please him first and foremost.

Paul gave a summary statement for Christians to live by:
I Corinthians 10:31 Whether you ear or drink, 
or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.

All – includes every activity we do each day.
Everything we do should be done to honor God.
This includes: what we eat, what we buy, how we drive,
how we spend our time and our social relationships. 

Glory of God – his character, majesty or worth.
The question to ask ourselves is:
· Does this attitude glorify God?
· Does this effort glorify God?
· Does this finished product glorify God?

Calvin – “There is no part of our life, and no action so small
       that it ought not to be directed to the glory of God.”

APPLICATION
Desire is a strong feeling of longing or wanting to have something. It is wishing for something to happen so you pursue it. 
Desire (KJB will) – Gk. to have in mind or intend to do.

1. I desire that all I do be pleasing to God.
I pray asking God to help my thoughts and actions to be pleasing to him instead of doing what pleases myself.

2. I desire all my activities throughout the day honor God. 
Matthew 5:16 Let your light shine before others, so that they see your good works and glorify your Father who is in heaven.

3. I desire not to bring dishonor to God.
Romans 2:22-24 You who boast in the law dishonor God 
by breaking the law.  For, as it is written, “The name of God 
     is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you.”
DESIRE      I Timothy 4:7
Have nothing to do with irreverent, silly myths. 
     Rather train yourself for godliness.

We are not to involve ourselves in things that don’t matter.
Satan would have us get sidetracked instead of being focused 
on what is important in our spiritual life.

Train (KJB exercise) – Gk. put forth effort.  
It is from this Greek word we get our English word gym. 
The word comes from the athletic culture of that time and refers to the practice athletes daily went through to prepare themselves to compete against the other athletes in contests.

To train implies: commitment, consistency and discipline.
Every believer is to commit themselves to grow in godliness.

APPLICATION
Because we are naturally sinful, we must choose to be godly.
In our thoughts – what we allow ourselves to thing about.
Philippians 4:8 Whatever is true, whatever is honorable, 
whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, 
whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence,
if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.

In our behavior – how we act towards others.
Matthew 5:16 Let your light (faith in God) shine before others, 
so that they may see your good works (toward others) and give 
            glory to your Father who is in heaven.

John Owen – “The habitual inclination of the heart in believers 
    is unto good, unto God, unto holiness, unto obedience.”

Titus 2:11-12 The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives.



ILLUSTRATON 
Nicolas Herman was born in France in 1614.  As a young man, Herman's poverty forced him into joining the army, which guaranteed him meals and a small stipend. During this period, Herman claimed an experience which set him on a unique spiritual journey.  At the age of 16, he saw a leafless tree in the middle of a battlefield. Realizing that the tree would be in full leaf and flower in a few months, he saw the tree as a symbol of God's ability to transform the human heart.

Following an injury while serving in the 30-years war which devastated central Europe between 1618 and 1648 he became a lay monk taking the name Brother Lawrence.  In the monastery he worked in the kitchen as a cook for 15 years and in later years repairing sandals.   

He wrote a book, The Practice of the Presence of God.
“The presence of God is an applying of our spirit to God,
or a realization of God as present . . . by our understanding.”

He described being in the presence of God throughout the day.
“The time of business does not with me differ from the time of prayer and in the noise and clutter of my kitchen, while several persons are at the same time calling for different things, I posses God in as great tranquility as if I were upon my knees in prayer.” 

CONCLUSION
Thomas Chisholm sent his first hymns he wrote to Fanny Crosby for criticism, who returned them with kindly suggestions and such words of commendation as to encourage him. His first successful hymn, O, To Be Like Thee, was written in 1897.

His aim in writing hymns was to magnify the Word of God by incorporating as much Scripture, either literally or in paraphrase, as possible, and to avoid any flippant or sentimental themes.





Oh! to be like Thee, blessed Redeemer,
This is my constant longing and prayer;
Gladly I’ll forfeit all of earth’s treasures,
Jesus, Thy perfect likeness to wear.

Oh! to be like Thee, full of compassion,
Loving, forgiving, tender and kind;
Helping the helpless, cheering the fainting,
Seeking the wandering sinner to find.

Oh! to be like Thee, oh! to be like Thee,
Blessed Redeemer, pure as Thou art;
Come in Thy sweetness, come in Thy fullness;
Stamp Thine own image deep on my heart.

PRAYER
The prayer, Paradoxes, in the Valley of Vision:
O Changeless God,
Under the conviction of thy Spirit, I learn that 
  the more I do, the worse I am,
  the more I know, the less I know,
  the more holiness I have, the more sinful I am,
  the more love, the more there is to love.
O wretched man that I am!

O Lord, I have a wild heart,
  and cannot stand before thee. 
How little I love thy truth and ways!

My will is without power of decision or resolution.
My heart is without affection and full of leaks.
Give me a broken heart that yet carries home
  the water of grace.
