SUFFERING THEN GLORY
I Peter 4:12-13

Greek word witness comes from the word martyr was because many believers were martyred.  Webster defines a martyr as: 
“One who by his death bears witness to the truth; one who 
 suffers death rather than renounce his religious beliefs.”

The first martyr of the Christian faith was Stephen in Acts 7:51-60.
He confronted the religious leaders about rejecting Christ as the OT promised Messiah as their forefathers had done to the prophets.

Henry – “It is Christ we are to commit ourselves to, who alone 
is able to keep what we commit to him against that day.”

Calvin – “Stephen made this prayer when he was at the point of death, he was not moved with any hope of obtaining pardon, to be so careful to appease his enemies, but only that they might repent.”

A.W. Pink – “We are living in a world that is hostile to Christ.”
· People treat Christ as just a good teacher.
· People don’t believe Christ is God.
· People despise the person of Christ.
· People reject Christ as the only one 
who can forgive their sins.

Even though Christians are rejected by the world because 
they believe in Christ they belong to the kingdom of God.

ACCEPT SUFFERING      :12
  Trials
Fiery (NIV painful) – Gk. burning heat (1:7 heat from fire which burns away all the impurities of gold so that it will be pure.)

Peter may have in mind the fiery finance into which Shadrach, Mishael and Abednego were thrown when they refused to bow down to the image king Nebuchadnezzar had set up (Daniel 3).

Some trials are more painful than others because they last longer,
are more intense or hit us in a place where we are weak.  Like temptations God knows how much we can take so he doesn’t
allow us to suffer more than we can bear. 

  Quote
Swindoll – “Trials come in various categories.  They may be physical, emotional, financial, relational or spiritual.  They may
arrive at any time or at any season.  They may come suddenly,
like a car accident or a natural catastrophe.  Trials can be public
in nature or very private.  They can be directly related to our 
     own sin, the sin of others or not related to sin at all.”

The point of trials is that God uses them in our lives to build our character so that through them we become more like Him. 

Test (KJB try) – Gk. to prove your consistency or integrity. 
In other words, to reveal whether your faith is real or not.

1:6-7 You have been grieved by various trials, so that the genuineness of your faith . . . may be found to result in praise, 
    and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.
Their trials would prove the reality of their faith in Christ
which would result in them being honored when he returned.

These painful trials or troubles which they were going through were some forms of persecution which believers were suffering because of their personal faith in Jesus Christ. 

  Common
Something strange – Gk. foreign used of guest or someone you don’t know.  Here the meaning is something new or unusual.
Trials are something we normally experience in a sinful world.

The trials we face don’t happen by chance, instead they are designed by God to help us grow to become like Christ who
suffered to fulfill the plan and will of God in his life. 

Joseph Church – “Sufferings are but little chips of the cross.”
  Application
1. Remember God is sovereign over everything that happens 
     in our lives – the good as well as the evil.

2. Expecting trials will enable you to remain calm 
    instead of being upset when they come.  

3.  Understanding that they can be painful will help you 
     not to be too discouraged when they come.

  Illustration
Robert E. Lee died on October 12, 1870, just 5 years after the war ended.  He requested that the hymn “How Firm A Foundation”
which had become well-known throughout the Northern and 
Southern states during the Civil War be sung at his funeral.
He wanted the hymn to be “an expression of his full trust 
in the ways of his Heavenly Father.”

Verse 4 is taken from this passage of scripture: 
             When thru fiery trials thy pathway shall lie,
              My grace, all sufficient, shall be they supply;
              The flame shall not hurt thee – I only design
              Thy dross to consume and thy gold to refine. 

ANTICIPATE GLORY      :13
  Rejoice
Rejoice – Gk. to be exceedingly happy.
Acts 8:39 The Ethiopian eunuch went on his way rejoicing after having been baptized upon believing Jesus was the Messiah. 

Acts 13:48 When the Gentiles heard that salvation was granted 
to them they rejoiced to be included in the family of God.

This is the same word used for our joy at the coming of Christ.
1:6 We rejoice in our salvation ready to be revealed.

Our reaction to suffering is not to be one of depression wishing
that we hadn’t experienced it, but instead our reaction is to be
one of joy because we are sharing suffering with our Savior.
Emily Elliot wrote the hymn, Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne in 1864 for children to explain the humble coming of Christ at Christmas.  Verse 5 expresses our joy at the return of Christ.

When the heavens shall ring and
the angels sing at Thy coming to victory,
Let Thy voice call me home, saying,
“Yet there is room at My side for thee.”
My heart shall rejoice, Lord Jesus,
When Thou comest and callest for me!

  Share sufferings
Share (KJB partakers) – Gk. koinoneo meaning to share or 
have fellowship with others.  It is based on a common faith.
Acts 2:44-45 All who believed were together and had all 
things in common.  And they were selling their possessions 
   and distributing the proceeds to all, as they had need.

We have communion with Christ at the Lord’s supper.
I Corinthians 10:16 The cup of blessing that we bless, 
     is it not participation in the blood of Christ?

We have communion with the Godhead.
I John 1:3 Our fellowship is with the Father and his Son . . . 
Puritan William Bridge – “We have communion with 
Christ in his sufferings, especially when we suffer for him.  
And the greater your sufferings are, the more fellowship 
and communion you have with Christ in his sufferings.”

Suffering for Christ is a theme throughout the New Testament:
John 16:33 Jesus said, “In the world you will have tribulation.”

Acts 5:41 The apostles left the Sanhedrin, rejoicing because they
had been counted worthy of suffering disgrace for the Name.

Romans 8:17 We share in his sufferings in order that 
                        we may also share in his glory.

II Tim. 2:12 If we suffer with him, we shall also reign with him.
  Application
1. Some of our suffering may be the result of living in a sinful world where bad things happen to everyone.

2. Other suffering will happen because you are a Christian living 
in a sinful world where you will be attacked by unbelievers. 

3. Satan will do whatever he can to discourage you from continuing to walk by faith in Christ.

By suffering for Christ, we develop a closer relationship with him so that when he returns, we will know him better.  Good, strong friendships often develop through hard times which people experience together such as losing a loved one or facing cancer. 

  Poem
Juanita Ogilvie from Ontario Canada wrote:
        How could I have known . . .
        the depth of Your comfort,
        the presence of Your peace,
        the encouragement or Your voice,
        the hope of Your promises . . .
        How could I have known all of this and more,
        had I not first known the agony of sorrow?
        Thank You, Father, for all that drives me closer to You.

  Glory revealed
Glory – Gk. doxa from which we get our word doxology.
It also means: brightness, majesty or splendor.

Matthew 17:2 Jesus was transfigured before the disciples and his face shone like the sun and his clothes became as white as light.
Calvin – “This gave them a taste of his boundless glory, such as they were able to comprehend. Then his face shone as the sun; 
but now he is far beyond the sun in brightness. In his raiment 
an unusual and dazzling whiteness appeared; but now without
     raiment a divine majesty shines in his whole body.”


Revealed – Gk. appearing or revelation.
It was used of someone who was seen and then becomes visible.
The person was not there and now they have appeared.
John 20:19 On the evening of the resurrection the disciples 
were in a room with the doors locked for fear they would be arrested and Jesus came and stood among them.

1:11 The prophets predicted the sufferings of Christ (at his 
first coming) and the subsequent glories (at his second coming).
Warren Wiersbe – “Calvary is God’s great proof that 
  suffering in the will of God always leads to glory.”

The central reality of the second coming of Jesus 
is that we will see him in all of his majestic glory.

CONCLUSION
The song, What A Day That Will Be, was written by Jim Hill 
in 1955.  He was inspired by a personal tragedy involving his mother-in-law, who suffered a stroke at the age of 50, leaving her paralyzed.  His experience with her suffering and his faith led him to write the hymn, which reflects the hope and joy of our future meeting with Jesus our Savior.

There is coming a day, when no heartaches shall come
No more clouds in the sky, no more tears to dim the eye
All is peace forever more, on that happy golden shore
What a day, glorious day that will be.

There'll be no sorrows there and no more burdens to bear
No more sickness and no more pain no more parting over there
And forever I will be with the One who died for me
What a day, glorious day that will be.

What a day that will be,
When my Jesus I shall see
When I look upon His face,
The One who saved me by His grace
When He takes me by the hand,
And leads me to the Promised Land
What a day, glorious day that will be.

PRAYER
Our Heavenly Father, I thank you that Christ willingly 
suffered on the cross for my sins to be forgiven.
  That he who was divine suffered 
     for me who is human.
  That he who was innocent suffered 
     for me who was guilty.

I know that the sufferings of this present time 
  are not worthy to be compared with the glory 
  which shall be revealed.

Help me to willingly suffer for Christ,
  who died for my sins.
Help me to stand strong in the face of trials,
  even when they are difficult.
Help me to see the glory of suffering 
  for my Savior who willing suffered 
  for me to belong to him.


