4. TRUE CONFESSION
Matthew 16:13-20

In January 49 BC, Julius Caesar led his Roman legion of 5,000 soldiers south over the Rubicon River into Italy to make his way to Rome. In doing so, he deliberately broke the law on imperium, which meant that no one could claim absolute power over the republic and therefore made armed conflict inevitable. 

Tradition says that when Caesar crossed the river, he uttered the famous phrase “the die has been cast.” The phrase "crossing the Rubicon" has survived and refers to any individual or group committing itself to a revolutionary course of action, which is similar to the modern phrase "passing the point of no return.” 

This moment in Jesus’ third year of ministry was a turning point.
Up to this point, Jesus had kept his identity and mission a secret.  He would now go forward to face his death and resurrection so 
the church would be formed of both Jews and Gentles.

WHO AM I?      :13-14
  Son of Man      :13
Caesarea Philippi – was 25 miles north of Galilee at the base of Mount Herman which was 9,000 feet tall.  Herod Philip, the son 
of Herod the Great had built a beautiful city there and changed the name from Paneas associated city with the Greek god of desolate places, in honor of himself and Emperor Augustus.

There was a large cave there and in OT times it was a center of Baal worship.  The cave was one of the most powerful symbols 
of evil because Baal was believed to descend into the mouth of the cave every winter and come forth in the spring.  People believed it was an entrance in the underworld and demons.  Even today, you can see niches in the rock where small statues were placed and people bowed down to worship them.

Twenty years before Christ was born Herod the Great built a large temple of white marvel to the Roman god Pan, the god of nature, 
at the entrance to the cave. Pagan worshipers would offer animal sacrifices on the altar and cast their offerings into the abyss hoping the gods would respond by giving them better harvests in the coming year.  It was at this pagan place that represented evil, demons and idolatry that Jesus chose to reveal himself as the promised Messiah.  In contrast to evil, he was the one who would bring the blessings of God to all people through his death as a sacrifice for our sins.

Jesus wanted his disciples to tell him what the people thought 
about him now that he had been ministering for three years.

Son of Man – was the title Jesus chose to call himself.
This title came from Daniel 7:13 I saw in the night visions, 
and behold, with the clouds of heaven there came one like
   a son of man, and he came to the Ancient of Days.
The context of this verse is God’s judgement over mankind.
Jesus chose this title because he will be given the authority to judge men for their sins because he died to forgive them.

Jesus’ use of the title “Son of Man” clearly show it is a divine title.
The Pharisees complained that Jesus’ disciples picked some grain
on the Sabbath day in violation of the OT law. He responded, 
Matthew 12:8 The Son of Man is the lord of the Sabbath.

  Views      :14
John the Baptist – who have been killed by Herod because
of an oath he had taken before his guests at a party.  Some 
believed Jesus was John who had come back to life.

Elijah – since he had been taken into heaven alive (II Kings 2:11) and was considered to be the greatest of the OT prophets.
At Passover they left an empty chair for him to come.

Jeremiah – was a well-known prophet who lived to see the end of the kingdom of Judah when they went into captivity for their sins.

One of the prophets – there were many other OT prophets such as:
Isaiah, Amos, Micah, Hosea, Nahum, Habakkuk or Malachi. 
Over the two years the people had come to have many different opinions about who Jesus was but they were all wrong.
Popular opinion does not determine truth.
Truth is based on what God says is true.

Today there are people who doubt the very existence of Jesus.
Jesus changed the very course of history as history is dated as
BC meaning “before Christ” and AD “in the year of our Lord.”
But today many people use the neutral BCE meaning “before common era,” and CE meaning, “common era” to do away 
with the fact that Jesus Christ is the focus of history.

A 2022 Ligonier survey found that 43 percent of those who called themselves evangelicals rejected the deity of Christ.  For some, 
Jesus is someone who inspires them to live better.  For others,
he is one of many faith leaders, along with Muhammad.
For others, Jesus is just a name on a T-shirt.  Even religious scholars invent stories about Jesus because they do not accept 
what the scriptures teach about is identity.

THE MESSIAH      :15-17
  You say      :15
For two years the disciples had traveled with Jesus and seen the miracles he had done.  Jesus now wanted to hear their own evaluation of who he was based on what they had seen.

  The Christ      :16
Peter – who often spoke for all 12 of the disciples.
He may have been the oldest or the spokesman for them.

The – Gk. definite article meaning: that, this or who.
Christ – Gk. anointed one equivalent to the Hebrew Messiah.
Prophets, priests and kings in the OT were given the title
“anointed one” because they were set apart for special tasks.
These men anticipated and foreshadowed the coming of the Anointed One who would fulfill all the promises of God.

The Christ – the promised Messiah who they expected to come.

Isaiah 9:6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the 
government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God . . . Prince of Peace.

Jeremiah 23:5 Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and
                            righteousness in the land.

Peter clearly and strongly affirmed Jesus was the Messiah.
Do you believe Jesus is the promised OT Messiah?
Do you believe he came to die on the cross for your sins?

Son of the living God – equal with God the Father.
Jesus is the Son of God in two senses:
First, he is the incarnate Jesus who possesses a body of flesh and blood, with a human mind and will just like every human being.
He can only be present in one place at one time and will die.

Second, he is the eternal Son of God, the second person of the Trinity, who has always existed and who is equal with God.

  By God      :17
Revealed – Gk. to uncover what has been hidden.
The idea is that of pulling back a curtain to see what is behind it.

My Father – God had opened Peter’s spiritual eyes to understand that Jesus was indeed the promised Messiah and Son of God.
Peter is not just expressing a personal opinion about the identity 
of Christ, he is making a personal confession of faith in Christ.

Spiritual truth must be made know by God.
· We cannot figure it out ourselves. 
· We cannot understand what it means.

He wrote a letter to fellow believers some 35 years later.
II Peter 1:1 To those who have obtained a faith of equal standing with ours by the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ.

MY CHURCH      :18-20
  Confession      :18
Peter – Gk. petros means a small stone (John 1:42).
Jesus uses a play on words with the name of Peter.

Rock – Gk. petra means foundation boulder.
Matthew 7:24-25 Wise man built his house on a rock.

I Peter 2:6 I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone.
The reference came from the cornerstone of Solomon’s temple which was 3 feet 8 inches high and 14 feet long.

This rock – not Peter himself, but what he had said about Jesus.
The NT makes is clear that Christ is the foundation.
Acts 4:11-12 Peter said, “Jesus is the stone that was rejected 
by you, the builders, which has become the cornerstone. 
12 And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.”

I Corinthians 3:11 No one can lay a foundation other than 
       that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.

  Church
Church – Gk. ekklesia comes from the Hebrew and literally means 
the called out assembly.  It is a gathering of citizens called out from their homes into some public place, an assembly of people.
They could be called out to hear an official message or 
called out to debate some issued in the community.

This is the first time the word church is used in the NT.
In a Christian sense it means those who have been called
to faith in Christ so they come and worship him.

  Confrontation
Gates – refer to the entrance of a walled city or fortress.
Hell – Gk. hades was the place of punishment for unbelievers.
This Jewish phrase refers to death.  Even death has no power to stop the church.  In fact, it was the blood of the martyrs like Stephen (Acts 7) which led to the growth of the church.
Prevail (NIV overcome) – Gk. to be stronger than which results 
in overcoming the opposition so you win and they are defeated.
Luke 23:23-24 They (religious leaders) demanded with loud 
cries that Jesus should be crucified. And their voices prevailed.  
So Pilate decided that their demand should be granted.

Jesus was not telling his disciples that the church would be able to survive Satan’s assaults.  He was assuring us the enemy would not prevail against our attack of his kingdom and territory. 

  Conformation      :19  
Keys – represent authority to open or close a door.
With keys you control who can come and go out of a building.

Bind – not forgiven of their sins by God because they have not truly repented of them and asked for God’s forgiveness.

Loose – forgiven of their sins by God because they have sincerely repented of their sins and shown their repentance by their actions.

Jesus is giving Peter the authority to unlock the gate of heaven.
On the day of Pentecost Peter preached a sermon explaining the coming of the Holy Spirit and invited people to believe in Christ.
Acts 2:21 Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved. Verse 41 So those who received his word were baptized 
and there were added that day about three thousand souls.

  Command      :20
They were not to tell anyone he was the Messiah:
1. People needed to believe what they saw and hear themselves.

2. People would misunderstand that he had to die for their sins.
The belief was the Messiah would be a political deliverer.

Note: This is the turning point in the gospel as the focus will now be on his coming death – the purpose for which he came.

Do you believe Jesus is the promised Messiah who came 
to die for your sins so you could be part of his church?

CONCLUSION
The hymn, The Church’s One Foundation, was written in 1866 by Samuel Stone.  It was part of a collection which included twelve hymns, each based on a clause in the Apostles’ Creed which emerged as a response to the growing spread of liberal theology. 

This particular hymn was written in defense of the Ninth Article: 
“The Holy Universal Church; the Communion of Saints.”

The Church's one foundation is Jesus Christ her Lord;
She is his new creation, by water and the word;
From Heav'n he came and sought her to be his holy bride;
With his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died.

Elect from ev'ry nation, yet one o'er all the Earth,
Her charter of salvation One Lord, one faith, one birth;
One holy name she blesses, partakes one holy food,
And to one hope she presses, with ev'ry grace endued.

'Mid toil and tribulation and tumult of her war,
She waits the consummation of peace forever more;
Till with the vision glorious her longing eyes are blest,
And the great Church victorious shall be the Church at rest.

PRAYER
The prayer, The Convicting Spirit, in the Valley of Vision:
Thou blessed Spirit, author of all grace and comfort,
Come, work repentance in my soul . . .
Make me willing to be saved in his way, 
  perceiving nothing in myself, but all in Jesus . . .

Give me that faith which is the means of salvation, 
  and the   principle and medium of all godliness; 
May I be saved by grace through faith, 
  live by faith, feel the joy of faith. 
Perceiving nothing in myself, may I find in Christ 
  wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, redemption.

