4. COMING GRACE
I Peter 1:10-13

Grace is defined as: acceptance, approval or favor.
It is being accepted instead of being judged by your background.
It is being shown favor without having to earn approval. 

When grace is used of God it is his favor shown to us.
A.W. Tozer – “Grace is the good pleasure of God that 
inclines him to bestow benefits upon the underserving.”

R.C. Sproul – “God never owes us grace.”

When king Ahasuerus, who ruled the Persian empire, wanted to replace queen Vashti hundreds of young women were brought from throughout the empire to be chosen as the next queen.

Esther 2:17 The king loved Esther more than all the women, and she won grace and favor in his sight more than all the virgins, 
so that he set the royal crown on her head and made her queen.
Henry – “It was the overruling providence of God that brought Esther to be queen.  Many of them were ingenious and discreet,
     graceful and agreeable, yet Esther excelled them all.”

Divine grace is God bestowing his favor upon us. 
It is not because we deserve it, but because he loves us.
Presbyterian pastor Ilion Jones (d.1971) – “The word ‘grace’ is unquestionably the most significant single word in the Bible.”

OLD TESTEMENT
Grace – Heb. favor meaning agreeable or pleasant.
Genesis 6:5,6,8 The Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great . . . and the Lord was sorry that he had made man . . .
But Noah found grace (ESV favor) in the eyes of the Lord.

Psalm 86:6 Give ear, O Lord . . . listen to my plea for grace.

Jeremiah 31:2 Thus says the Lord: “The people who survived 
               the sword found grace in the wilderness.”
Overview
Peter’s two epistles are filled with more than ten references to the second coming of Christ (I Peter 1:5,7,13; 2:12; 4:7,12-13; 5:1,2; 
II Peter 1:16-19; 2:9; 3:1-3.)  He wanted believers to focus on the fact that Jesus promised he would return again as he said he would.

John 14:3 If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again 
and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also.

PREDICTED BY PROPHETS      :10-11
  Grace to you      :10
Salvation – Gk. deliverance, preservation or safety.
In a spiritual sense it means: salvation of your soul (:9).
In other words, it is the forgiveness of our sins against God.
Jesus suffered and died so you will not be punished for your sins.

Grace (156x) – Gk. favor, good will or loving-kindness.
Grace is a free gift which we have not earned or deserved.  It is something which we could never have achieved by our own effort.

Salvation is God giving us grace which we don’t deserve instead 
of punishment for our sins.  Think about God’s grace to you.  
In the OT when you sinned, you were required to bring an animal to the priest who would sacrifice it for your sin.  Legally you were required to do that every time you sinned.

Now with the coming of Christ he gave his life as the sacrifice for
our sins so now we don’t have to offer sacrifices for our sins any
more.  He paid our penalty so that we don’t have to pay it.

Grace is being given something you don’t deserve.  God’s grace
to us in salvation is the fact that we don’t have to pay for our sins.

           John Bunyan – “Men may fall by sin but cannot 
             raise up themselves without the help of grace.”

Billy Sunday – “God does not owe you salvation.  You deserve damnation, but he provides salvation.”  That is his grace to you.

Inquired carefully – they wrote about God’s salvation but they did not understand the full significance of the words which they wrote.
The words they wrote were like a mystery to them. 

There was careful thought and investigation in trying to seek out
the truth about what they were writing.

  Suffering of Christ      :11
The prophets would have liked to know when Christ was coming.
They would have liked to know the exact date and situation so
they could have predicted it with complete accuracy.

Sufferings – physical, emotional and spiritual.
Psalm 22:12-16 describe Christ’s physical suffering on the cross.

Isaiah 53:3-8 describe Christ’s spiritual suffering for our sins.
Our salvation is the result of Christ’s suffering for us. 

Glories – reward for his sufferings and triumphs over death.
Psalm 2:7-8 describes Christ’s inheritance and rule over mankind.

Psalm 16:9-10 describes Christ’s deliverance from death.
Suffering then glory are a theme throughout the Bible.

REVEALED BY CHRIST      :13
  Present focus
Therefore – as a result of being forgiven of our sins by the grace 
of God we are to think about the coming of Christ for us.

Peter uses a word picture here.  In Bible times people wore long
flowing robes.  When you needed to do something physical like
running you would take your robe and pull it up and tuck it in 
your belt so that you wouldn’t trip over it.  You would then be
prepared to do whatever you needed to do.

Preparing your minds – is to think correctly.  
It is to think about life the way God wants you to think which is to focus on the future return of Christ and not everyday problems.

Sober-minded – was primarily used in a physical sense of being in control of yourself as opposed to being drunk and not in control of your actions.  The word came to mean that someone was in control of what they did and therefore self-control.  

To have self-control is to: discipline your thoughts.
Moffatt translated it – keep cool. Williams – keep perfectly calm.

APPLICATION
Don’t get so caught up living in the moment that you lose sight 
of the goal which is your salvation when Jesus Christ returns.

1. Everyday life can cause us to just focus on the present.
· There are bills to pay in order to live.
· There are problems to deal with.

2. Focus, not just on the presence but also on your future.
· Read your Bible and understand God’s blessings.
· Realize that one day you will be with Christ forever.

If we just focus on the present, we lose sight of the ultimate goal which is to be with our Savior Jesus Christ forever.

  Future hope
Set your hope – or expectation on God’s grace and not this world.
:3-4 Believers have been born again to a living hope in heaven.
F.B. Meyer the famous British pastor in early 1900’s called 
  the living hope “the link between our present and future.”  

David believed that when he died his body would not rot in the grave, but that he would be taken to be in the presence of God.
Psalm 16:9-11 My heart is glad and my tongue rejoices;
                                 my body also will rest secure, 
                        because you will not abandon me to the grave.
                         You have made known to be the path of life;
                           You will fill me with joy in your presence,
                            with eternal pleasures at your right hand.

Grace (156x) – Gk. favor, good will or loving-kindness (:10).
Grace is a free gift which we have not earned or deserved.

Brought – Gk. to carry or move something.
John 20:27 It is used of physically moving your finger or hand.
Jesus said to Thomas, “Put (bring) your finger here (in his pierced hand) and put (bring) your hand and place it in my side.”

Spiritually it is something which is offered to us: grace.
Peter sums up all of our hope in one word: grace.
Grace can be defined as: God’s Riches At Christ’s Expense.

Grace that will be brought – not grace that is coming to you impersonally as some kind of mood, but grace that is brought 
to us by Christ.  He died so we might be given this grace for the forgiveness of our sins to have the hope of eternal life.

Will be brought (KJB is to be) – Gk. present tense meaning will be given to you when Christ comes again to take you to be with him.

Our hope is in the grace brought to us through Jesus Christ.

You – are those who have been born again to a living hope (:3),
who are being guarded through faith for salvation (:5),
whose faith has been refined through suffering (:7),
who love and trust in Christ they have not seen (:8).

J.C. Ryle – “Grace shall always lead to glory.”
Ephesians 1:5-6 God predestined us for adoption as sons 
through Jesus Christ . . . to the praise of his glorious grace.

Revelation – Gk. disclosure or unveiling. 
You can think about it like a curtain being opened.
What you could not see before you can see now.

The revelation of Jesus Christ – refers to his second coming.
Peter used the word phrase four times (1:5,13; 4:13; 5:1).
:8 Though you have not seen Christ, you love him.  Though you 
do not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy.
One of the deepest foundations of our love for Christ’s appearing  is that we will experience the grace of God in all of its fullness. 
While we wait, we experience God’s grace in part as the guilt 
of our sins is removed and we have a relationship with him.
But when Christ returns, we will be given new spiritual bodies 
so we will no longer experience the effects of sin.

Thomas Brooks – “Glory is grace triumphant.”

APPLICATION
Grace
Thank God for his grace in forgiving your sins.
You would still have the guilt of your sins if not for God’s grace.

Remember you belong to Christ because he died for you to be forgiven, therefore honor him with the choices you make.

Oswald Chambers – “God’s grace turns out men and women 
         with a strong family likeness to Jesus Christ.”

Glory
Look forward to the day when Christ returns in his glory.
Don’t let the everyday trials of life cause you to lose sight of it.

Remember that our sin nature will be completely changed 
when Christ returns and we are given new bodies.

Jonthan Edwards – “Grace is but glory begun 
          and glory is but grace perfected.”

CONCLUSION
The hymn, Amazing Grace, was written by John Newton in 1779
about 30 years after he accepted Christ as his Savior.

Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me
I once was lost but now am found
Was blind but now I see.

T'was Grace that taught my heart to fear
And Grace my fears relieved
How precious did that Grace appear
The hour I first believed.

Through many dangers, toils and snares
We have already come
T'was Grace that brought us safe thus far
And Grace, it will lead us home.

When we've been there ten thousand years
Bright shining as the sun
We've no less days to sing God's praise
Than when we first begun.

PRAYER
In a world filled with fleeting desires and temporary pleasures, there is a gift that transcends time and surpasses all understanding 
the gift of salvation.  It is a precious treasure, a divine offering from our Heavenly Father, that provides us with eternal hope, grace, and a pathway to reconciliation with Him.

Salvation is the promise of eternal life, a hope that anchors our souls in times of uncertainty. It offers peace in the midst of life’s storms and the assurance that we will one day dwell in the presence of our Heavenly Father. It is a gift that grants us the privilege of experiencing God’s presence here on Earth and 
for all eternity.

Lord, we thank you for the incredible gift of salvation and look forward to the day when our salvation will be complete.  When by Christ’s grace I shall look on his face that will be glory for me. 


