3. OUR BLESSED HOPE
Titus 2:11-14

There are over 1800 verses in the Bible about the second coming of Christ.  Believers are looking and longing for to his return.
Billy Graham – “The subject of the second coming of Christ 
has never been popular to anyone but the true believer.”

Critics have denied the second coming of Christ.
Cynics have laughed at it.  Scholars have ignored it.
Liberal theologians have explained it away.
Fanatics have perverted it. 

Thirty years after Jesus went back to heaven some people 
were mocking the fact that Jesus would return again.
II Peter 3:4 Where is the promise of Christ’s coming?

But Christ promised his disciples he would return.
John 14:3 If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again 
and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also.

The angels promised the disciples Jesus would return.
Acts 1:11 Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This same Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, 
will come  in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.

It is easy to live as though this physical temporal world is all we have.  We get up, eat, go to work, return home, eat again, watch TV and then go to bed.  We do 100 different things each day in which our focus is only on this world, so it is easy to forget that 
Jesus will one day return.

PAST – GRACE BESTOWED      :11
Grace – Gk. favor or kindness.
Grace is being given something you do not deserve. 

Appeared – Gk. to become visible or make an appearance.
Theologically we call Christ’s appearing – the incarnation.
John 1:14 The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.
As Paul writes this letter to Titus in the 60’s, Jesus had died some 30 years earlier.  His life and death were now part of history.

Salvation – Gk. deliverance from the punishment of sin.
Jesus took the punishment of our sins upon himself.
To be forgiven of our sins we must believe he died in our place.
God’s grace towards us is the cause and salvation is the effect.

For all people – anyone who believes that Jesus died for them.
John 3:16 God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son that whosoever believes in him should not perish . . .

PRESENT – GODLY LIVING      :12
Only after we have been to the cross can we be forgiven and given a new nature to live a godly life that honors Jesus who died for us.

Training (KJB teaching) – Gk. to be instructed.
It is molding the character of a person through instruction.
 
  Sinful
Renounce (KJB denying) – Gk. to disregard your own desires.
It is to go against your natural sinful instincts and wishes.

1. Ungodliness – lack of reverence for things that are holy.
You don’t care that you are doing things that are wrong.

2. Worldly passions – craving or desire for temporary pleasures.
This would include: power, wealth, pleasure, success or fame.

  Godly
Paul addresses how our salvation should change our actions:
first towards ourself, then towards others and then towards God.
In other words, our salvation should change our life completely.

1. Self-controlled – we must choose to allow the Holy Spirit 
to control our actions, emotions and speech.

2. Upright – just and righteous in our relationships with others.
We treat them fairly and deal with them honestly. 
3. Godly – being faithful and obedient to the will of God.
It is to live according to the commands of God so he is honored. 

FUTURE – GLORIOUS REWARD      :13
  Hope
Waiting (KJB Looking) – Gk. to have confidence.
It is to expect what was promised to take place.

Luke 2:25-26 Simeon was waiting for the consolation of Israel.
       It had been revealed that he would not see death 
       before he had seen the Lord’s Christ (Messiah).

Believers are waiting for Jesus to return for them.
John 14:2-3 Jesus told his disciples, “I go to prepare 
a place for you and if I go and prepare a place for you, 
     I will come again and take you to be with me.”

William Gurnall – “Christ hath told us he will come, but not when that we might never put off our clothes or put out the candle.”

Blessed – Gk. spiritual joy or happiness.
As a result of experiencing the favor of God.
It is the word used by Jesus of the Beatitudes (Matthew 5).

Paul only used the word one time to describe Jesus which 
was also mentioned in connection to his second coming to earth.
I Timothy 6:14-15 The appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ . . . 
who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of Kings . . . 
Blessed – possessing the favor and greatness of God.

Blessed – here in Titus 2 is used here as the key word to describe 
the second coming of Jesus which believers look forward to.
This is not just an ordinary event which we experience in our lives, but an extra ordinary joyful event to which we look forward.

Blessed hope – that Jesus will return just as he said he would.
John Gill – “Christ, the object and ground of hope, 
who is our hope, and Christ in us the hope of glory.”

Vance Havner (d.1986) – “We are not looking for something 
         to happen, we are looking for someone to come!”

  Appearing
Appearing – Gk. to become visible or make an appearance (:11).
It was often used by the Greeks of a glorious manifestation 
of the gods, and especially of their coming to help people.

In the NT Paul uses appearing of the second coming of Christ:
  II Thessalonians 2:8 The brightness of Christ’s coming.
  I Timothy 6:14 The appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ.
  II Timothy 1:10 The appearing of our Savior Jesus Christ.
  II Timothy 4:8 All those who love Christ’s appearing.

Glory – is described in Revelation 1:13-16
The picture we are given there is of his majesty.

Great God and Savior – the word and connects the two descriptions revealing they describe the same person, Jesus Christ.
Jesus is not only our great God but his is also our Savior.

Once again, the deity of Jesus Christ is clearly stated.
When he was on earth, he revealed his divinity by miracles.
To honor our Savior Paul uses his given name Jesus 
and title Christ which means the promised Messiah.  

John Chrysostom (d.407) was Bishop of Constantinople.
He was given the name because it means “golden tongued.”
– “In the First Advent God veiled his divinity 
    to prove (test) the faithful; in the Second Advent 
    he will manifest his glory to reward the faithful.”

John Piper wrote a hymn, O come, Lord Jesus Come:
The last verse: Thought now, O Christ, as in a glass,
                          We dimly see, yet face to face
                           Is our desire.  And yes, alas,
                       Our love is weak, but we embrace
                      The blessed hope that we will shine
                     With borrowed brightness all divine,
                      Because we will on that great day
                           Be satisfied and no more say,
                           O Come, Lord Jesus, come.

PAST – PERSONAL SALVATION      :14
  Forgiveness
Redeem – Gk. to buy or purchase something.
In Bible times to redeem someone meant to buy their freedom.
Jesus paid for our sins to be forgiven by his death on the cross.
We belong to him now that we have been forgiven of our sins.

Lawlessness (KJB iniquity) – Gk. violation of God’s law.
It is breaking any of God’s commandments he has given.
Romans 3:23 All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.

  Holiness
Purify – Gk. to be free from the defilement of sin.
Jesus died that we might not only be forgiven of our sins, but 
that we would be free from continuing to commit acts of sin.

· Do I choose to sin to fulfill my own desires?
· Do I resist the temptation to sin to honor God?

His own possession (KJB peculiar people) – Gk. reserved for.
It was used of the spoils of battle which the king took for himself.
In the OT it was used of God referring to the nation of Israel.
He had chosen them to be his people from out of the nations.

Because Christ paid the price to set us free from sin every believer becomes the special possession of God who wants us to then
demonstrate that by our good deeds and actions towards others.

  Works
Zealous (NIV eager) – Gk. to desire or long for.
I Corinthians 14:14 used to desire spiritual gifts.

Good works – doing practical things to help other people.
Matthew 5:16 Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your father in heaven.
CONCLUSION
The song, We Shall Behold Him, was written by Dottie Rambo in 1980. She and a friend were driving to a revival when an unusually beautiful sunset appeared. She said there were “colors that I had never seen in my lifetime.” 

She thought of the wonderful prospect of Jesus, “coming on 
the clouds of heaven with power and great glory” (Matt. 24:30).  
It was all she could do to drive as she began to compose the words and melody in her mind.

The sky shall unfold preparing His entrance
The stars shall applaud Him with thunders of praise
The sweet light in His eyes shall enhance those awaiting
And we shall behold Him then face to face.

And the angels shall sound the shout of His coming
And the sleeping shall rise from their slumbering place
And those who remain shall we shall be changed in a moment
And we shall behold Him then face to face.

Oh, we shall behold Him yes, we shall behold Him
Face to face in all of His Glory, Oh, we shall behold Him
Yes, we shall behold Him face to face our Savior and Lord.

PRAYER
Cyprian was the bishop to the church in North Africa.
When persecution came under Roman Emperor Valerian, 
he refused to conform to the government’s requirements.  
He was then exiled from his position, eventually imprisoned and finally executed for his faith by the sword on September 14, 258.

In his prayer, A Doxology, he reminds Christians that we are 
to remain watchful for the return of our Savior Jesus Christ.

Behave like people waiting for their Lord so that 
  when he does come and knocks at the door, 
  it may be opened for him.  
Blessed are those servants the Lord finds 
ready and waiting with expectation (Luke 12:35-38).

We must remain prepared or else,
  when the day of departure comes,
  we will find ourselves overly burdened
  and entangled by the things of the world.

May we let the light of our good works 
  shine so brightly around us that it may 
  lead us from the night of this world 
  to the light of eternal brightness.

Let us await the sudden return of the Lord 
  in such a way that when he knocks, 
  our faith may be seen to be vigilant, 
  ready to receive from the Lord 
  the reward due for our watchfulness.




