2. SEEING MYSELF
          Luke 5:1-11

The world in which we live has almost no concept of sin.  People will admit they make “mistakes”, and are sorry for those mistakes.
Confessing that we have sinned doesn’t come naturally because we don’t like to admit we have sinned and our guilty before God.

David Wells in his book, God in the Wasteland, wrote, “It is one 
of the defining marks of Our Time that God is now weightless.  
I do not mean by this that he is ethereal but rather he has become unimportant.  He rests upon the world so inconsequentially as not to be noticeable.  

Those who assure the pollsters of their belief in God’s existence may nonetheless consider him less interesting than television, his commands less authoritative than their appetites for affluence and influence, his judgment no more awe-inspiring than the evening news and his truth less compelling than the advertiser’s’ sweet 
                                 fog of flattery and lies.”

Most people believe they are “good” and God is pleased with them.  They do not see themselves as sinners needing to repent.
They believe God is ok with them as long as they don’t commit
some kind of heinous sin which the culture condemns.

Blaise Pascal (d.1662) was a French mathematician, inventor, and philosopher – “There are only two kinds of men: the righteous 
     who believe themselves sinners and the rest, sinners, 
              who believe themselves righteous.”

Background      :1-3
Crowd – people came from all over to hear Jesus teach because 
he taught with authority instead of just quoting other Rabbis. 

Gennesaret – was the plain next to the Sea of Galilee which 
is 8 miles wide and 13 miles long – a large body of water.
Note: The lake was called a sea because it was a large body 
of water and there are no other lakes in the Holy Land.
:2 Fishing boats were 20-30 feet long and 8 feet wide.
After each fishing trip the nets would be washed to remove the seaweed and whatever else was caught in their nets.  These nets were circular that had to be cast in a certain way to open up.

:3 Jesus used one of the boats to get away from the land so his voice would carry across the water for the people to hear him.

FRUSTRATION WITH WORK      :4-7
  Obedience      :4-5
When Jesus was done speaking to the crowd, he told Peter to 
do some fishing.  Jesus was going to use his occupation as a 
way to call him to be a disciple.

:5 Master – used as a title of respect 6 times in the gospels.
It was a title for someone in authority who had the right 
to give orders such as an officer or overseer.

Toiled all night – because that was the best time as it was cool 
for all the hard work of putting out the nets and bringing them in.
It was also a good time because the water was cooler and the fish would come to the surface.

The bumper sticker on the back of an old pickup read:
                        Life’s Short – Fish Hard

At your word – he might not have agreed with Jesus, but he obeyed because of his respect for who Jesus was.  He give it a try even though he was the professional fisherman and Jesus was not.  

He was learning to trust Jesus by obeying him even if it didn’t make sense to him.  Growing in Christ begins by listening to him.
Growing takes time and we need to continue to grow.  The closing words of his last letter in II Peter 3:18 he wrote, “Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”

Grace – your personal relationship with God.
Knowledge – facts, information and understanding.

  Miracle      :6-7
His obedience resulted in the power of Jesus being displayed.
Large number of fish – exactly how many we are not told.
John 21:11 The net was full of large fish, 153 of them.
This was the only time we have a number of fish caught.

Here the result was clearly a catch that was abnormal.
Peter and Andrew had not experienced something like this.

:7 The partners in the other boat – were probably James and John.
There were so many fish that both boats were full of fish.
They were so full of fish they began to sink beneath the weight.

If the boat was 30 feet long it would take 15,000 pounds to sink it.
Both boats would have about 30,000 pounds of fish to sink them.
This was certainly something they had never experienced before.
  
  Examples
This reminds you of the wedding in Cana where Jesus turned 
120 to 180 gallons of water into the best wine (John 2:6).

Later, Jesus took two loaves and five fish and multiplied them 
to feed 5,000 men plus women and children (Luke 9:10-17).

As creator of the universe there is nothing Jesus cannot do.
He created the world and he sustains the world by his power.
John 1:3 All things were made through Jesus, and without him 
               was not anything made that was made.

FEAR OF GOD    :8
This catch was contrary to all the rules of fishing which he knew.
Peter recognized the hand of God, he knew his own sinful nature and therefore did not feel worthy to be in the presence of Jesus.

Depart – Gk. leave or go away.  It was used of leaving a place.
4:42 When it was day, Jesus departed (the town of Capernaum where Peter lived) and went into a desolate place.
The reason he wants Jesus to leave is because he recognizes 
only God could produce this number of fish in one catch.
Sinful – Gk. not free from sins. But a sinner by nature (:32).
I break God’s laws intentionally and unintentionally.

When John Newton was in his 80’s and having memory problems he once said, “I can remember two things, I am a great sinner 
                        and Christ is a great Savior.”

The apostle John had a similar experience when he saw a vision 
of the risen Christ in his glory.  Revelation 1:13b-14,17 He was clothed with a long robe and with a golden sash around his chest.  The hairs of his head were white, like white wool, like snow. 
His eyes were like a flame of fire, 15 his feet were like burnished bronze, refined in a furnace, and his voice was like the roar of 
         many waters . . . I fell at his feet as though dead.”

O Lord – not just a title showing respect like Master, but instead here the word is used of worship recognizing his deity.

  Application
J.C. Ryle – “The evil that is in us is all our own.”
Romans 3:23 All have sinned and come short of the glory of God.
Karl Barth (d.1968) was a Swiss Reformed theologian – 
     “Men have never been good, they are not good,
                   and they never will be good.”

The first step to have a relationship with God is to admit you are sinful, that you have broken the law of God and are guilty.
Richard Baxter – “Ourselves are the greatest snares to ourselves.”

Job 42:5-6 He had complained that God was not fair.
God challenged him with statements about his greatness.
Job replied, “I had heard of you by the hearing of the ear,
but now my eye sees you; therefore I despise myself,
             and repent in dust and ashes.”

Isaiah 6:5 After seeing the vision of God in his holiness Isaiah
said, “Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips,
             and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips;
             for my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!”
A.W. Pink – “God only is independently, infinitely, immutable holy.  In Scripture He is frequently styled ‘The Holy One’: He 
is so because the sum of all moral excellency is found in Him.”

Do you acknowledge you are a sinner before God?
Romans 3:23 All have sinned and come short of the glory of God.

Do you believe Jesus died for your sins to be forgiven?
Acts 4:12 Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.

FISHERS OF MEN     :9-11
  Confounded      :9
All the fisherman in the two boats were amazed at the number of fish they had caught because they had never caught this many. 

Astonished – Gk. root word means to surround here meaning to take possession of or to seize.  In contemporary language they 
were astounded or awestruck not knowing what to think.

Note: This is the only time in Scripture it is used this way. 
The other word that is close to this is: amazed which is what 
the believers thought about Peter being released from prison 
by an angel (Acts 12:16) and other places when Jesus did some miracle which they did not expect or could not explain.

  Change      :10
They were just ordinary men who did not have riches or power.
I Corinthians 1:26,28,29 Not many of you were wise . . . powerful . . . of noble birth.  God chose what is low and despised in the world . . . so that no human being might boast.

Peter believes in Jesus and now he is called to be a disciple.
Will be – Gk. present tense means you will continue to.
He would become a fisher of men to bring them to faith in Christ.
Jesus calls them to a new task of being witnesses about him.
Ryle – “They were to draw men out of darkness into light 
                 and from the power of Satan to God.”
 
 Commitment      :11
Without counting the cost, they left all of their fishing gear to follow Jesus for the next three years and the rest of their life.
They were leaving what they knew for a new way of life.

APPLICATION
There is a cost to be a disciple of Jesus Christ.
1. It will cost you your time.
There will be a commitment to spend time with God every day. You should have fellowship with other Christians.
You should faithfully come to worship services.

2. It will cost you friends.
There will be certain people you should not hang around.
You should not allow ungodly people to influence you.

3. It will cost you some activities.
There will be certain books, movies and games you should not participate in because they don’t help you walk with God.

CONCLUSION
The hymn, Halleluiah What A Savior, was written by Philip Bliss in 1875.  He was one of the best-known and beloved musicians in his day, frequently singing in D. L. Moody’s services in Chicago. Bliss’ singing was so well-received that Moody suggested that he consider being a song evangelist.

“Man of Sorrows!” what a name
For the Son of God, who came
Ruined sinners to reclaim.
Hallelujah! What a Savior!

Bearing shame and scoffing rude,
In my place condemned He stood;
Sealed my pardon with His blood.
Hallelujah! What a Savior!

                  


                   Guilty, vile, and helpless we;
                  Spotless Lamb of God was He;
                  “Full atonement!” can it be?
                    Hallelujah! What a Savior!

                      Lifted up was He to die;
                  “It is finished!” was His cry;
                   Now in Heav’n exalted high.
                     Hallelujah! What a Savior!

              When He comes, our glorious King,
                All His ransomed home to bring,
                Then anew His song we’ll sing:
                  Hallelujah! What a Savior!

PRAYER
The prayer, Yet I Sin, from the Valley of Vision:
Eternal Father,
Thou art good beyond all thought,
  but I am vile, wretched, miserable, blind;
  my lips are ready to confess, but my heart is slow to feel, 
  and my ways reluctant to amend.

I bring my soul to Thee; 
  break it, wound it, bend it, mold it.
  unmask to me sin’s deformity, 
  that I may hate it, abhor it, flee from it.

Grant me to know that the way of transgressors is hard, 
  that evil paths are wretched paths, 
  that to depart from Thee is to lose all good.

My sins I mourn, lament, and for them cry pardon.
Work in me more profound and abiding repentance;
Give me the fullness of a godly grief that trembles and fears, 
yet ever trusts and loves.

Grant that through the tears of repentance 
  I may see more clearly the brightness 
  and glories of the saving cross.”

