2. GLORY OF CHRIST
II Corinthians 4:3-6

John Heywood was born in 1497 and moved to London sometime in his late teens.  His name first appears in the King Henry VIII's Household Books in 1519 as a singer in the royal court.  He married Jane Rastell, the niece of Sir Thomas More, and through this marriage, he entered into a very theatrical family.  Jane's father John was a composer and was the first publisher of plays 
in England.  As a result, he also began to write plays and songs.

The proverb: “There are none so blind who will not see” 
can be traced back to English poet John Heywood in 1546.
It has its roots from Jeremiah 5:21 KJB – Hear now this, O foolish people, and without understanding; which have eyes, and see not.

The proverb suggests that people who refuse to acknowledge the truth are reality the most blind of all, even more so than those who are physically blind and not able to see the world around them.

Spiritually everyone is blind to the truth until God reveals it.
          Psalm 119:18 Open my eyes, that I may behold 
                      wondrous things out of your law. 
Alex Motyer – “We need special illumination if we are to understand divine truth, but also divine truth has to be revealed 
                              to us before we can see it.”

SPIRITUAL BLINDNESS      :3-4
Veiled (KJB hid) – Gk. concealed or covered.  Luke 8:16 No one after lighting a lamp covers it with a jar or puts it under a bed.

Those who are presently perishing because of their sins are blinded to the truth that Christ came to die for them to be forgiven.

:4 Blindness
The god of this world – is Satan who influences this fallen world.
I John 5:19 The whole world lies in the power of the evil one.


Blinded (3x) – Gk. to darken the mind.
Aorist tense means a point in time which refers to our sin nature from the time we were born.  Psalm 51:5 I was brought forth 
      in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me.

The result is unbelievers cannot understand the truth.
John 12:40 is a quote from Isaiah 6:10 God has blinded their eyes . . . lest they see with their eyes and understand with their hearts.
Unless God allows us to see we cannot understand his truth.

I John 2:11 Whoever hates his brother is in the darkness . . .
The result of spiritual blindness is that unbelievers cannot understand the claims of the gospel, unless God enlightens them.

A.W. Tozer – “Human intellect . . . lies in darkness 
 until it has been illuminated by the Holy Spirit.”

As a result of spiritual darkness people believe lies.
Wiersbe – “Fallen man finds it easier to believe lies 
                              than to believe truth.”

  Light
Light – Gk. is not the simple noun which is commonly used, 
but from the verb meaning: to give light or illumine.
The thought that the gospel is not only glorious in and by itself, 
but that the gospel shows us the glory of Christ himself.

Light is a symbol of truth.  It is the opposite of darkness which 
is used as a symbol of deception, evil, sin and wickedness.

  Gospel
Gospel – Gk. good news. The term was used to announce the emperor’s birthday.  It was good news because the emperor 
used his position to meet the needs of his people.

John Stott – “The gospel is not good advice to man, but good news
    about Christ.  Not an invitation to us to do anything, but a
 declaration of what God has done.  Not a demand, but an offer.”

The light of the gospel – may or may not be seen by those who hear the good news their sins can be forgiven by Jesus Christ.
This light is what Satan, who is the god of this world, hides from people so they continue to be lost in their sins.

Seeing the light of the gospel is to understand that you can 
be forgiven of your sins and have eternal life in Christ.

  Glory
Glory (KJB glorious) – Gk. doxa from which we get our word doxology. It is to honor or praise God for what he has done.

In the OT they praised the Lord for parting the Red Sea so the nation of Israel could pass through to freedom from slavery.
Exodus 15:1-2 I will sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously; the horse and his rider he had thrown into the sea.
The Lord is my strength and my song; he has become my salvation.

The gospel carries with it a glorious revelation of the beauty 
and radiance about the greatness and worth of Christ.  
The good news about what Christ came to do is a window 
into the glory of the person of Christ.  

John 1:14 The Word (Christ) became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory of the only begotten Son.
Glory – Gk. majesty which comes from the OT idea of wonder at the presence of God.  The disciples saw the glory of God revealed through Christ in: 1. Water changed to wine.  2. Official’s son healed. 3. Invalid healed. 4. Feeding of 5,000.  5.  Jesus walked 
on water.  6. Blind man healed.  7. Lazarus raised from the dead. 

But a person can hear the good news and not see the glory
for what it is and what it can do for them because they
are blinded to the truth by Satan. 

Paul gives us a further description of Christ. 
Image – Gk. figure or likeness of something that is real.
John 1:18 No one has ever seen God; the One who 
 is at the Father’s side, he has made him known.
Hebrews 1:3 Christ is the brightness of his glory and 
the express (NIV exact) image (NIV representation) of his person.

Calvin – “The blindness of unbelievers in no way detracts 
  from the clarity of the gospel; the sun is no less bright 
        because blind men do not perceive its light.”

  Application
1. People are spiritually blinded to the truth about sin.
Satan blinds them to the truth they are guilty of sin.
People don’t want to admit they are guilty of sin.

2. The gospel is a glorious demonstration of God’s grace.
God did not have to forgive us of our sins.
He chose to forgive us because he loves us.

3. God must open people’s minds to the truth about Christ.
Only God can open a person’s eyes to their need of forgiveness.
Unless God convicts them of their sins, they will not repent.

HUMAN MESSANGERS      :5
For – Gk.  gives an explanation or reason. 
Paul explains why they do what they do in sharing the gospel.

Proclaim (KJB preach 61x) – Gk. to publicly announce.
It is to make an announcement for everyone to hear.
11:4 If someone comes and proclaims another Jesus . . . 

Paul did not promote himself, but Christ who had saved him. 
Jesus would save anyone who believed he was the Messiah
Acts 26:29 Paul, after sharing his conversion to Christ said to King Agrippa, “I would to God that all who hear me this day might
        become such as I am – except for these chains.”

The critical issue was not they accepted or rejected Paul, but how they responded to Christ.  Those who opposed Paul and what he preached focused their message upon themselves.  Instead of the glory of Christ being displayed they promoted themselves.

  Application
When sharing the gospel always promote Christ, not yourself.
Don’t let your testimony take away from the gospel of Christ.
He is the only one who forgives someone of their sins.
         Psalm 115:1 Not to us, O Lord, not to us, 
                 but to your name give glory.

DIVINE GLORY      :6
[bookmark: _Hlk206577748]For – Gk.  gives an explanation or reason. 
Only God can bring spiritual light to one’s need of salvation.
He gives an obvious reference to Genesis 1:3 about light.
And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light.
God brought forth light out of darkness as part of creation.

Paul gives the same three elements he did in verse 4.
  Light
Has shone – Gk. aorist tense means at a point in time in the past.
There was a point when Paul believed Jesus was the Messiah.
Acts 9:3-5 As Paul approached Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him.  And falling to the ground he heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?
And he said, “Who are you Lord?” And he said, “I am Jesus.”

To give the light – to reveal the truth to our sinful hearts.
[bookmark: _Hlk172628098]Just as God took the initiative to bring light out of darkness, he has to take the initiative to open our spiritual eyes to understand his word which reveals the truth about our sin and need for a Savior.

God overcomes Satan’s blinding a person to spiritual truth.
He enables our heart and mind to understand the truth about 
our sin and the fact that Christ died for us to be forgiven.

  Knowledge
Paul uses the word knowledge as a synonym for the gospel here.
Knowledge – is the objective truth about Christ and what he has done in dying as our substitute for our sins to be forgiven.

Gill – “A spiritual knowledge of the Gospel, of Christ in it, 
of God in Christ, and of an interest in God's salvation by Christ.”
  Glory 
Glory of God – is his character and person which is revealed by 
his holiness, justice, love and mercy.  In the OT it was the bright shining light that surrounded his presence.  It led the people of Israel as a pillar of cloud by day and pillar of fire by night, filled the tabernacle and later Solomon’s temple.

Face – Gk. appearance which one presents.
A person’s outward appearance often reveals their character.
Matthew 17:2 Jesus was transfigured before the three disciples 
and his face shone as the sun and his clothes were white as light.

In the face of Jesus – revealed by the person of Christ.
This is the same idea which he wrote in verse 4
Christ, who is the image (in human form) of God.

John 1:18 No one has ever seen God; the only Son, 
who is at the Father’s side, he had made him known.
Calvin – “God is to be known by us, in so far as He manifests himself in Christ . . . as He appears in His only-begotten Son.” 

PRINCIPLE
The true and full revelation of God’s glory and greatness
is fully seen in the person of Christ our Savior.

John Piper wrote the hymn, O Come, Lord Jesus Come.
Verse 2: Outshining then ten-thousandfold
               The greatest spectacle on earth,
               Your glory grant us to behold
           And feel its beauty, greatness, worth,
               With angel armies radiant
            In might, attending your descent,
            That we, before that final shout,
         Would see, and from the heart cry out:
                 O Come, Lord Jesus, come!




CONCLUSION
The song, Shine, Jesus Shine, expresses the glory of Christ.
Lord, the light of Your love is shining
In the midst of the darkness, shining,
Jesus light of the world, shine upon us
Set us free by the truth You now bring us
Shine on me, shine on me.

Lord, I come to Your awesome presence
From the shadows into Your radiance
By the blood, I may enter Your brightness
Search me, try me, consume all my darkness
Shine on me, shine on me.

Shine, Jesus, shine, fill this land with the Father's glory
Blaze, Spirit, blaze, set our hearts on fire
Flow, river, flow, flood the nations with grace and mercy
Send forth Your word, Lord, and let there be light.

PRAYER
Anselm was the archbishop of Canterbury in 1093 who stood up against the nobility as to who had the power to oversee the affairs of the church.  For his resistance to the English kings William II and Henry I, he was exiled twice.

One of the prayers he wrote was for forgiveness of our sins:
O merciful God, indeed, the very author of mercy,
  it is your mercy that elicits this request.

Forgive me all the offenses of my recklessness so that 
  my soul may be filled with the sweetness of your kindness 
  and may be granted the extravagant gift of a complete pardon.

Forgive all my sins so that I am no longer separated 
  from you by my iniquities.
Always and everywhere protected by your defenses,
  let me cling to you, Lord,
Somehow let me grasp a share of the eternal glory 
  you have prepared for those who care about you –
  the glory that the eye has not seen and the ear has not heard
  and that has not yet ascended into the heart of humanity.



