2. CANCER OF SIN

All-Star baseball player Dave Dravecky played for the San Diego Padres (1982–87) and the San Francisco Giants (1987–89). He was named an All-Star with the Padres in 1983 and played in the 1984 World Series.  In September 1988, Dravecky was diagnosed with a desmoid cancer tumor in his left arm which had to be amputated.

The word cancer comes from the Latin word crab because cancer forms a tumor which looks like a crab.  The first use of the word cancer was in the 14th century.  Autopsies were conducted more often and understanding of internal cancers grew.

Cancer is a disease in which some of the body’s cells grow uncontrollably and spread to other parts of the body. 
It is caused by changes to genes that control the way 
our cell’s function, especially how they grow and divide.
About 25% of deaths in the US are a result of cancer.
Cancer is a dreaded word.  Nobody wants to hear they have cancer!  Even though there are treatments it is a terrible disease.

Sin is like cancer, it effects our whole body, mind and spirit.
It is a force in our heart and inner being which controls what 
we think, say and do because we are born with it.

   John Flavel – “How deep is the pollution of sin that 
      nothing but the blood of Christ can cleanse it.”

PRINCIPLE      Romans 7:14-20
  Response to sin      :14-15
Law is spiritual – it was given by God to reveal his character.
:12 The law is holy . . . righteous and good.
The problem is not with the law of God, but with us.

Flesh (KJB carnal, NIV unspiritual) – Gk. controlled by our natural sinful nature (:18).  NIV often translates it that way.
Henry – “The law may discover sin and convict of sin, 
             but it cannot conquer and subdue sin.”

Sold – Gk. literally to be sold into slavery.
Genesis 37:28 Joseph was sold by his brothers to the Ishmaelites for twenty shekels of silver and then by Potiphar (39:1). 

Sold under sin – is to be under the influence and control of sin like a slave sold in the market place.  Instead of being sold physically to someone we are sold spiritually to sin which controls us.

We are so controlled by sin so we are not free from it.
NIV – sold as a slave to sin.  Berkely – sold under sin’s control.

:15 Because I am controlled by sin, I do not do what I want to do, 
but I do things that I really do not want to do because I am not free. 

Paul was saved in 35 AD and he is writing to the Romans in 56 AD some 20 years later. Even though he has been a Christian for 20 years he still struggles with not always doing what it right.

  Application
Our struggle with sin is because sin dwells within us.
Richard Baxter – “Ourselves are the greatest snares to ourselves.”

Our struggle with sin effects the decisions we make.
Albert Einstein – “Evil is the real problem in the hearts and 
minds of men.  It is not a problem of physics but of ethics.”

  Result of sin      :16-17
If I don’t do what is right according to the law, I acknowledge 
that the law is not the problem, I have a problem with the law.

Agree (KJB consent) – Gk. affirm or confess (only used here).
Luke 23:51 Joseph of Arimathea did not consent (synonym) 
with the religious leaders to put Jesus to death.

:17 The conclusion is: It is not me, but sin that controls me.
Dwells – Gk. literally to live in a house meaning to inhabit.
Within (KJB in) – Gk. among or with (140x).
The preposition “in” refers to a fixed position.
I am controlled by sin because I was born a sinner.
  Reasons for sin      :18-20
  1. Mind      :18a
In his mind Paul knows that he is sinful and being sinful there 
is nothing good in him to help him obey the law of God.
He feels the weight of sin in controlling his actions.

  2. Will      :18b
Desire (KJB to will) – Gk. determination or resolve (:15,16 want).
He wants to do what is right by living according to God’s law.
J.B. Phillips – I have the will to do good, but not the power.  

Ability (KJB perform) – Gk. achieve or accomplish (:15,17,20 do).
:13 producing (KJB working meaning to complete or finish).
J.B. Phillips - I don’t accomplish the good I set out to do,

  3. Desires      :19
He doesn’t do the good thing in keeping God’s law he would like to do, but instead does the evil in breaking God’s law that he doesn’t want to do because he is controlled by his sin nature.

Keep on doing – in his everyday life he continually sins.
Those sins come in the form of his thoughts that lead to actions.
Sin is even thinking evil thoughts that break the commandments.
Only God knows what evil thoughts you are thinking.
They could be anger, bitterness, jealousy, revenge . . .

  Summary      :20
Sin dwells within (:17) – I am controlled by my sin nature.
There is a struggle within me about obeying God’s law or my own sinful desires and often it is our sinful desires that control us.
The presence of two natures creates an internal battle with each side striving for our obedience.  There is a civil war occurring within our lives day after day between our old and new nature.

Swindoll – “We cannot curb disobedience on our own. The sin nature within us vies for control, prodding us into unrighteous acts.  We might experience temporary victories over this enemy, 
but we will never conquer it by drawing on our own strength.”

SUBTLE
The word subtle has a variety of meanings, but often it has the negative idea of: crafty, deceitful, insidious or treacherous.
That is the sense of the word in the expression subtle sins.

These sins are subtle in the sense that we don’t think they are really that bad, or that they are really sins at all.  We often live 
in denial of sins which we accept as part of our everyday life.

James Montgomery Boice – “Sin always creeps into our lives
      when we are dissatisfied with what God is doing.”

PURITANS
Today we are influenced by the “feel good about yourself: philosophy of our times.  But the Puritans in the 1600’s had a different view of themselves.  They feared the reality of sin still dwelling in them.  Some of the titles of their books were:
· The Sinfulness of Sin by Ralph Venning.
· The Anatomy of Secret Sins by Obadiah Sedgwick
· The Exceeding Sinfulness of Sin by Jeremiah Burroughs

Ralph Venning, the author of The Sinfulness of Sin, used colorful words to describe sin.  He said sin is: vile, ugly, odious, malignant, pernicious, hideous, spiteful, poisonous, abominable, and deadly. 

TRANSGRESSION      Leviticus 16:21
Aaron shall lay both his hands on the head of the of the live 
goat and confess over it all the iniquities of the people of Israel, 
and all their transgressions, all their sins.  And he shall put them 
   on the head of the goat and sent it away in the wilderness.

Transgressions (93x) – Heb. rebellion against authority.
Psalm 5:10 Because of the abundance of their transgressions 
       cast them out, for they have rebelled against you.
     Sin is rebellion against God’s authority over us.
Thomas Brooks – “A holy man knows that all sin strikes at the holiness of God, the glory of God, the nature of God, the being 
of God and the law of God: and therefore his heart rises against it.”
ILLUSTRATION      II Samuel 12:9-10
David broke the 10th commandment when he coveted Bathsheba
By looking at her bathing from the roof of his palace.  
He broke the 7th commandment when he committed adultery. 
He broke the 6th commandment when he arranged to have 
Uriah, the husband of Bathsheba, killed in battle.

Nathan the prophet rebukes David.  “Why have you despised the word of the Lord, to do what is evil in his sight?  You have struck down Uriah the Hittie with the sword and have taken his wife to be your wife . . . Now therefore the sword shall never depart from 
             your house, because you have despised the me.”

Despised – Heb. regard with contempt meaning look down on.
It is not to take something seriously, but treat lightly.

In verse 9 David had despised the law of God which stated you were not to commit adultery or to commit murder but he had done both by taking advantage of his position as king.

In verse 10 God says that David has despised him personally.
We see that to despise God’s law is to despise him because all sin whether large or small in our eyes, is against God.

CONSEQUENCES
  1. Grieves God
Our sin grieves God because we have rebelled against his authority
over us.  God is our heavenly father who cares for our wellbeing.
Matthew 6:9,11,12 Our Father who art in heaven . . . give us 
this day our daily break and forgive us our trespasses . . . 

Someone has said that sin is a slap in the face of God.
It is not to respect his authority or laws. 

  2. Punished by God
Because God is holy and just sin must be punished.
Isaiah 53:6 All we like sheep have gone astray we have 
turned everyone to his own way and the Lord has laid 
                   on him the iniquity of us all.
3. Grace of God
When we sin, we presume on God’s grace to forgive our sins.
Ephesians 1:7 In Christ we have . . . forgiveness of our trespasses, 
                     according to the riches of his grace.

Sin in its subtle deceitfulness doesn’t matter because God has forgiven our sins through the death of Christ on the cross.
Shall we presume on God’s grace by tolerating sins?

  Quote
In his book, The Sinfulness of Sin, Ralph Venning makes a
point about the evil of sin.  He wrote, “As God is holy, all holy, 
only holy, altogether holy and always holy, so sin is sinful, 
all sinful, only sinful, altogether sinful and always sinful.

In my flesh, there dwelleth no good thing (Romans 7:18). 
As in God there is no evil, so in sin there is no good.  
As no good can be compared with God for goodness, 
      so no evil can be compared with sin for evil.”

No matter what we think about sin whether it is large or small
    in our eyes, all sin is evil in the sight of God who is holy.

CONCLUSION
The hymn, Amazing Grace, was written by John Newton in 1779
about 30 years after he accepted Christ as his Savior.

Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me
I once was lost but now am found
Was blind but now I see.

T'was Grace that taught my heart to fear
And Grace my fears relieved
How precious did that Grace appear
The hour I first believed.

Through many dangers, toils and snares
We have already come
T'was Grace that brought us safe thus far
And Grace, it will lead us home.

When we've been there ten thousand years
Bright shining as the sun
We've no less days to sing God's praise
Than when we first begun.

PRAYER
The prayer, Yet I Sin, in the Valley of Vision:
Eternal Father,
Thou art good beyond all thought,
But I am vile, wretched, miserable, blind:
  my lips are ready to confess,
   but my heart is slow to feel,
   and my ways reluctant to amend.

I bring my soul to thee;
  break it, wound it, bend it, mold it.
Unmask to me sin’s deformity,
  that I may hate it, abhor it, flee from it.

Grant me to know 
  that the way of transgressors is hard,
  that evil paths are wretched paths,
  that to depart from thee is to lose all good.

I have seen the purity and beauty of thy perfect law,
  the happiness of those whose heart it reigns,
  the calm dignity of the walk to which it calls,
  yet I daily violate and contemn its precepts.

Grant that through the tears of repentance
  I may see more clearly the brightness
  and glories of the saving cross.


