14. DISCONTENTMENT
Exodus 15-16

Thoro Harris (d.1955) was a hymnwriter and one of the hymns he wrote was titled, Grumblers, to challenge Christians to be content.
A grumbler is someone who is discontent, so they complain about
something or someone.  They want others to hear their complaint.

In country, town or city some people can be found
Who spend their lives in grumbling at ev’rything around,
O yes, they always grumble, no matter what we say,
For these are chronic grumblers and they grumble night and day.

O they grumble on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday,
grumble on Thursday too, grumble on Friday, Saturday,
Sunday, grumble the whole week thru.

They grumble in the city, they grumble on the farm,
They grumble at their neighbors, they think it is no harm;
They grumble at their husbands, they grumble at their wives,
They grumble at their children; but the grumbler never thrives.

They grumble when it’s raining, they grumble when it’s dry,
And if the crops are failing, they grumble and they sigh.
They grumble at low prices and grumble when they’re high,
They grumble all the year ‘round and they grumble till they die.

We can complain and grumble about anything and everything or we can learn to be content with the circumstances in which we find ourselves believing God in his providence has ordained them.

Thomas Watson – “Why dost thou complain of thy troubles?  
It is not trouble that troubles but discontent.  It is not outward affliction that can make the life of a Christian sad; a contented mind would sail about these waters; but when there is a leak 
    of discontent open, then troubles get into the heart.”

Philippians 2:14 Do everything without grumbling.
Wuest – discontented and secret mutterings and grumblings.
GRUMBLING ABOUT WATER      15:22-25
   Absence      :22-23
Three days – so now they are far away from Egypt and the Nile River where they were used to getting water to drink.

No water – which is essential to live caused the people to be discouraged because they needed it to drink.

:23 Marah – Heb. bitter.  After finding water they were not able 
to drink it because it tasted bitter, so they were discouraged.
Bitter water is contaminated by something so it tastes bad.
It is just the opposite of water that tastes good in our mouth.

  Attitude      :24
Grumbled (KJB murmured, NKJ complained) – Heb. be stubborn.
The word is often used of spending the night or lodging somewhere so you are going to stay in that place.

When used of a negative attitude it is to persist or remain in a condition or state of being angry with someone.  The result is you complain and grumble about what they had done or not done.

Joshua 9:18 The people of Israel murmured against Joshua and the leaders because they had been deceived by the Gibeonites into making a treaty of peace with them.

Here they blame Moses for leading them out into the desert where they cannot find water that they can drink.

Calvin – “It was in fact a kind of tempting of God, because 
they not only doubtingly inquired who should give them water, 
            but by these words manifested their despair.”

They revealed they did not trust God even though he had parted the Red Sea for them to walk through on dry ground just three days earlier.  Often, we will trust God for one thing, but not another.

John Murry – “Faith is knowledge passing into conviction 
      and it is conviction passing into confidence.”
  Provision      :25
Showed – Heb. instructed which is the root word for Torah.
Psalm 119:33 Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statues.
Here God revealed to Moses what he wanted him to do. 

Log (KJB tree) – Heb. piece of wood.
This wood could have possibly been from an aromatic shrub which would cover the mineral taste of the water and make it drinkable.

Threw it into the water – Moses acted on the instructions God had given him.  Obedience resulted in God’s blessing for the people.

Sweet – Heb.  pleasant or pleasing.
The bitter taste was gone and now pleasing to taste.
Sweetness is compared to honey (Psalm 19:10; Proverbs 16:24).

Tested (KJB proved) – Heb. examine, prove or try. 
God is said to try a person to see their faith in him which 
often comes to us through some adversity or trial.
Genesis 22:1 God tested Abraham’s faith in him by asking 
him to sacrifice his only son Isaac as a burnt offering.

Would they trust God to provide for their needs or not?
If they trusted him, would he provide for their need of water?

Calvin – “God might have given them sweet water to drink at first, but He wished (showed) by the bitter (water) to make prominent
               the bitterness which lurked in their hearts.”

  Application
We complain because things do not go the way we want.
Complaining shows we don’t trust God to:
· Provide for our needs.
· Give us what we want.
· Change our circumstances.

Instead of complaining thank God for his blessings.
Instead of complaining ask God to help you accept his will.
COMPLAINING ABOUT FOOD      16:1-8
  Complaint      :1-3
Fifteenth day of the second month – would be 42 days after they complained about not having water to drink (15:22).

:2 All the people – which included the 600,000 fighting men (12:37) plus women and children which would have been over 
2 million people who made up the nation of Israel.

Grumbled (KJB murmured NKJ complained) – Heb. be stubborn.
When used of a negative attitude it is to persist or remain in a condition or state of being angry with someone.  The result is that you complain and grumble about what they had done or not done.

:3 They were so unhappy they wished they had died in Egypt.
Meat pots – they had eaten different kinds of meat.
Bread to the full – they had all the food they wanted to eat.

It seems they had two complains:
· There was not enough food to eat.
· They missed the meat they used to eat.

Now without food they will all die in the wilderness.
· They forgot God had led them through the Red Sea.
· God had guided them through the wilderness to this place.
· God had provided water for them to drink.

  Application
We often complain when we do not get what we want.
It could be clothes, food, time off or anything we desire.
It reveals our sinful attitude that we only care about ourself.
It reveals we are not grateful for all that God has given us.

  Provision      :4-5
Bread from heaven – God would miraculously provide them food 
to eat which they called manna meaning, “What is it?” (:15)
Day’s portion – two quarts per person called an omer (:32).
Matthew 6:11 Give us this day our daily bread.
Test them – which was God’s examination of whether they would trust him each day to provide for their need of food. 

  Principle      :6-8
Evening – was the beginning of the Jewish day from creation.
Genesis 1:5 There was evening and morning, the first day.
The Lord – who brought you out of Egypt for his purpose.
It was not just a historical event, but for the purpose of God.

:7 Morning see the glory of the Lord – in his provision of food to eat each morning so you will come to trust him for your needs.

:8 God will provide for your physical needs every day.
Your grumbling is against the Lord, not us because:
· He delivered you from slavery. 
· He provides for your physical needs.

  New Testament
I Corinthians 10:9-10 We must not put Christ to the test, 
as some of them did and were destroyed by serpents, 
nor grumble, as some of them did and were destroyed. 

Their complaining demonstrated both a lack of gratitude for past blessings and lack of confidence in God’s wisdom and will.

Westminster Confession Question #113
One of the sins forbidden in the third commandment about not taking the name of the Lord your God in vain is “murmuring 
and quarreling at . . . God’s decrees and providences.”

Grumbling about our circumstances has two consequences:
· It does not honor God’s name.
· It damages our witness to unbelievers.  

Philippians 2:14-15 Do all things without grumbling or disputing, that you may be blameless and innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted generation, among
            whom you shine as lights in the world.
Be very thankful for the good things God has given you.
· Personally – freedom, family, health, job.
· Spiritually – forgiveness of sins, assurance of salvation,
                     Holy Spirit and hope of eternal life. 

In this evil culture in which we live, gratitude combats griping 
and is a witness to others of your faith in God’s providence.

APPLICATION
1. Trust God what even when things are not what we would like them to be.  He is working out his plan and will in our lives.

2. Give thanks to God throughout the day.
· For the little things God blesses you with.
· Even when things do not go your way.

ILLUSTRATION
There was a boy named Grumble Tone who ran away to sea,
“I’m sick of things on land,” he said, “as sick as I can be;
A life upon the bounding wave will suit a lad like me!”

The seething ocean billows failed to stimulate his mirth,
For he did not like the vessel, nor the dizzy, rolling berth,
And he thought the sea was almost an unpleasant as the earth.


He wandered into foreign lands, he saw each wondrous sight,
But nothing that he heard or saw seemed just exactly right;
And so he journeyed on and on, still seeking for delight.

He wandered over all the world, his hair grew white as snow;
He reached that final bourne at last where all of us must go,
But never found the land he sought.
The reason you would you know?

The reason was that north or south, where’er his steps were bent,
On land or sea, in court or hall, he found but discontent;
For he took his disposition with him everywhere he went.


CONCLUSION
Bless the Lord, o my soul, o my soul worship His holy name
Sing like never before, o my soul I'll worship Your holy name

The sun comes up, it's a new day dawning
It's time to sing Your song again
Whatever may pass and whatever lies before me
Let me be singing when the evening comes

You're rich in love and You're slow to anger
Your name is great and Your heart is kind
For all Your goodness, I will keep on singing
Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find

And on that day when my strength is failing
The end draws near and my time has come
Still, my soul will sing Your praise unending
Ten thousand years and then forevermore.

Bless the Lord, o my soul, o my soul worship His holy name
Sing like never before, o my soul I'll worship Your holy name

PRAYER
The prayer, Contentment, in the Valley of Vision:
Heavenly Father, 
If I should suffer need and be in poverty,
  make my heart prize thy love,
  know it, be constrained by it,
  though I be denied all blessings.

It is thy mercy to afflict and try me with wants,
  for by these trials I see my sins,
  and desire severance from them.

Let me willingly accept misery, sorrows, temptations,
  if I can thereby feel sin as the greatest evil,
  and be delivered from it with gratitude to thee,
  acknowledging this as the highest testimony of thy love.



Teach me to believe that if ever 
  I would have any sin subdued
  I must invite Christ to abide in the place of it,
    and he must become to me more 
    than vile (evil) lust has been
    that his sweetness, power, life may be there.


