13. SINS OF THE TONGUE

There was a time when everyone loved a gossip.  Among the early English it was the office of some godsib to be the sponsor at a baptism.  The god part of the word stood for “God: and sib 
simply meant, “related.”  A godsib was a godmother or godfather who acted as a sponsor at a baptism and therefore became related to another through God.  Queen Elizabeth I (d.1603) was the gossip at the baptism of James VI of Scotland in 1566. 

The word came to be mean a “boon (close) companion.”
In the late 1500’s as a result of Shakespeare’s plays it evolved 
into the word gossip as we know it which are reports about people, 
typically involving details that are not confirmed as being true.

PRINCIPLES
Matt. 12:34 Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks.
Abundance – Gk. of that which fills the heart.
It is those things which a person thinks about.

NIV – The mouth speaks what the heart is full of.
An old proverb – “The tongue is the index of the mind.”
We say what is on our mind and in our thoughts.

Paul gives a firm warning about what we say with our mouth.
Ephesians 4:29 Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for building up, as fits the occasion, 
          that it may give grace to those who hear.

Instead of filthy language which degrades and tears people down Christians are to use language which strengthens, uplifts and benefits others by words spoken in kindness. 

By using the word grace, he means advice and encouragement.
Gill – “Corrupt communication . . . unsavory (unpleasant) speech,
    foolish, that which is filthy, unprofitable and nauseous.”

Christians are to be careful in what they say because 
we are to build people up instead of tearing them down.
GOSSIP
Gossip is defined as: reports about other people, typically involving details that are not confirmed as being true.

Paul described how reports about people are spread.
II Timothy 5:13 Going about from house to house . . .
gossips and busybodies, saying what they should not.

  General statements
1. A gossip is someone who talks to you about others.
It is done when the other person is not around.

2. Gossip is something that goes in the ear and 
comes out of the mouth greatly enlarged.

3. Gossip is the art of confessing other people’s sins.
We are willing to discuss their sins, not ours.

  Biblical principles 
Gossip shares secrets that should not be shared.
Proverbs 11:13 NIV – A gossip betrays a confidence, 
          but a trustworthy person keeps a secret.
Jerry Bridges – “He traffics with his neighbor’s name and honor.
    For as readily as he reveals our neighbors’ secrets to us,
                            will he reveal ours to him.”

Someone who gossips to you will gossip about you.
· Don’t listen to gossip about others.
· Don’t spread gossip about others.

Gossip wounds the individual who is talked about.
Proverbs 18:18 The words of a whisperer are like delicious
  morsels; they go down into the inner parts of the body.

Whisper (NIV gossip) – Heb. backbiter, slander or talebearer.
Note: The word gossip and slander are often used as synonyms
in the Bible because they are similar in meaning.


This person tells stories that hurt the other individual:
· They may be true, but harmful.
· They may be false and intentional.

Gossip causes friendships to be destroyed.
Proverbs 16:28 A whisperer separates close friends.
As a result, you cannot trust your friend anymore.
You do not tell them what is on your heart.

Gossip causes division and relationships to be broken.
Proverbs 26:20 For lack of wood the fire goes out,
and where there is no whisperer, quarreling ceases.
Gossip causes division because:
· You don’t know who you can trust.
· You don’t know if the story is true.

SLANDER
The basic idea of the word slander is making a troubling report.
Genesis 37:2 When Jacob sent Joseph to check up on his older brothers, who were shepherding the flocks, he brought back a 
bad (KJB evil) report about them to his father.

We are not told what evil his brothers did, but it must have been some moral sin such as: adultery or stealing. 

Numbers 13:32 Ten of the twelve spies which went into the Promised Land brought back a bad report to the people.
Those living there were very large and strong people so 
they would not be able to defeat them to take the land. 

Slander is defined as: making a false statement which damages 
a person's reputation.  It is defamation of a person’s character.
Proverbs 30:10 Do not slander a servant to his master.

Political campaigns are notorious for slandering their opponent.
They falsely attack the character of their opponent based on statements taken out of context or something years earlier.
The motive behind slander is often to gain an advantage over the other person.  It is actually lying by making a false statement.
Psalm 50:20 You sit and speak against your brother;
         you slander your own mother's son.

  General statements
William Booth – “No one should say behind a man’s back 
      what he dare not, or would not say, to his face.”

John Calvin – “Not greater injury can be inflicted 
    upon men than to wound their reputation.”

J.C. Ryle – “Lies and false reports are among 
              Satan’s choicest weapons.”

  Examples
David experienced slander against his character.
Psalm 31 is his prayer for God’s protection from attacks.
:13 I hear the whispering of many – terror on every side?
As they scheme together against me, as they plot to take my life.

They are slandering him to ruin his reputation as a man who walks with God.  This could have been when he fled from Absalom.
3:2 Many are saying of my soul, there is no salvation from him in God.  They believe God has rejected him as king.

When we slander someone, we are making a judgment about them.
We are ruining their reputation, but we don’t know what God thinks or will do with the person.

What do you do when you are slandered?
:14 But I trust in you, O Lord; I say, “You are my God.”
:15 My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand 
             of my enemies and from my persecutors!

Trust the character of God to encourage and protect you.
Calvin – “He affirms that his life is in God’s hand whatever agitations it might be subjected, and whatever trials might 
         befall him, he was safe under his protection.”
To slander someone is to tell a lie about them.
Proverbs 10:18 Whoever utters slander is a fool.
Fool – Heb. stupid fellow.  It often is used of an ungodly person.
15:2 The mouth of fools pours out folly.

Bridges – “Do we ever bring them under ridicule, set them out 
in an unfavorable light, assert things upon mere suspicion, or attempt to raise our own name upon the ruin of their reputation?”

Jeremiah experienced slander against him for telling the truth.
Jeremiah 20:10 I hear many whispering.  Terror on every side!
“Denounce him! Let us denounce him!” say all my close friends.

Terror on every side – opposed by everyone as they looked for ways to destroy him because they did not like his message of
surrender to the Babylonians and you will save your life.

Denounce (KJB report) – Heb. to announce or make known.
They want everyone to know what he was saying.

Carson – “His ‘friends’ listen with sneering condescension, 
hoping he will say something that will enable them to report 
him to the authorities and get this silly man into trouble.”

APPLICATION
1. We are not to spread false reports about others.
Those reports damage their character and call into question 
our motive for spreading them in the first place.
Kidner – “One’s motives in spreading a story 
   are seldom as pure as one pretends.”

2. Slander will also ruin your own reputation.
Proverbs 25:10 He who hears you (will) bring shame upon you,
         and your ill repute (slander) have no end.
NIV – You will never lose your bad reputation.

Gill – “It shall stick so close to thee, that thou shalt never 
                 get clear of it as long as thou livest.”

Barnes – “That disgrace which you designed against another,
                       will fall and be fastened upon yourself.”

3. Don’t say things you would not want said about yourself.
Matthew 7:12 Do unto others as you would have them do unto you.
This applies to what we say as well as what we do.

4. Our speech should be to encourage and uplift others.
Ephesians 4:29 Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for building up, as fits the occasion, 
           that it may give grace to those who hear.

CONCLUSION
Thomas Chisholm sent his first hymns to Fanny Crosby for criticism, who returned them with kindly suggestions and such words of commendation as to encourage him in the work. 

His first successful hymn was, “O, To Be Like Thee” published 
in 1897. He said that his aim in writing hymns was to magnify 
the Word, incorporating as much Scripture, either literally or in paraphrase, as possible, and to avoid any sentimental themes.

Oh! to be like Thee, blessed Redeemer,
This is my constant longing and prayer;
Gladly I’ll forfeit all of earth’s treasures,
Jesus, Thy perfect likeness to wear.

Oh! to be like Thee, full of compassion,
Loving, forgiving, tender and kind,
Helping the helpless, cheering the fainting,
Seeking the wand’ring sinner to find.

Oh! to be like Thee, oh! to be like Thee,
Blessed Redeemer, pure as Thou art;
Come in Thy sweetness, come in Thy fullness;
Stamp Thine own image deep on my heart.





PRAYER
Psalm 19:7-8, 12-14
The law of the Lord is perfect, 
    reviving the soul;
the testimony of the Lord is sure,
    making wise the simple;
the precepts of the Lord are right,
    rejoicing the heart;
the commandment of the Lord is pure,
    enlightening the eyes.

Who can discern his errors?
  Declare me innocent from hidden faults.

Keep back your servant from presumptuous sins;
  Let not them have dominion over me.	!

Let the words of my mouth and 
  the meditation of my heart 
  be acceptable in your sight,
O Lord, my rock and my redeemer.
