12. ENVY
I Kings 21:1-4

Many cultures associate different colors with emotions or feelings. For example, many Western cultures think of red as symbolizing anger, blue for calm, white for purity, and black for evil.

Nowadays, many people associate green with environmentalism. However, the idea of green being the color of envy or jealousy goes back to ancient times when green was used to describe illness
because when a person was sick their color looked like pale green.

The expression green with envy dates back to the mid-1800s. However, variations of this expression go back even further. 
The famous English playwright William Shakespeare in the play the Merchant of Venice (1598), he used the phrase: green-eyed jealousy. Then in Othello (1603) called envy: the green-eyed monster.  And in his play Antony and Cleopatra (1607) he 
referred to envy as: the green sickness.  All three have the 
same meaning to be: green with envy.

Our English word envy means: “a feeling of discontented 
or resentful longing aroused by someone else's possessions, 
qualities, or luck.”  I desire or want what they have.

Jerry Bridges – “Envy is the painful resentful awareness of an advantage enjoyed by someone else.  Sometimes we want that same advantage, leading to the further sin of covetousness.”

Parents may envy other parents whose children are better students or athletes.  Children envy other children who are bigger, stronger or better looking than themselves.  Adults may envy others who have better jobs or make more money than they do.  We may envy friends who have a nicer home or drive a more expensive car.

Whenever we compare ourselves with anyone else whose circumstances seem better than ours, we face the temptation 
to envy them by wanting what they have.

OBJECT      :1
Naboth – Heb. prominence maybe came from a prominent family. 
Note: He is the only person in the OT named Naboth.
His name is used 18 times in the story about his life.

Vineyard – planning and maintaining them were hard work.
A large space had to be cleared of rocks and often stone walls were built as a protective boundary.  Vines were spaced ten feet apart, allowing plenty of room for the twisting vines to stretch out.  
They were propped up on stones, sticks or trellis.  Since it remained close to the ground, the plant could benefit from the 
dew during the warm summer.  The farmer needed to tend the vines and twice a year weed the area for maximum growth. 

It was in the vineyard that grapes were grown to make wine to drink because the water was not pure, for grape honey and raises.

Psalm 104:14-15 You (God) cause plants for man to cultivate 
       . . . wine to gladden the heart of man, oil to make 
     his face shine and bread to strengthen man's heart.

God sends water, causes vines to produce grapes which men turn into wine to cheer their spirits and to thank God for his blessings. 

Samaria – was the capital of Israel while Jezreel, 24 miles north, was a second residence for king Ahab.  He was a builder and he had doubled the urban towns in the northern kingdom of Israel.

Jezreel was a 9th-century BCE fortress probably built during the reign of King Ahab’s father.  Because of the strategic location, ample water supply, and excellent grazing in the Jezreel Valley, archaeologists believe that Jezreel was the base for King Ahab's chariot corps and calvary which made is kingdom strong.

The point is King Ahab was successful and had everything he could want.  But even when we have everything we need, we still can want more than we have.  Envy knows no bounds or limits.
When it sees someone has something they want they are not happy. 

DESIRE      :2
Ahab wants the land close to the palace because it will be convenient for him to use as a garden.  He offers to give Naboth 
a different piece of property or to buy the property from him. 
He was willing to do whatever it takes to get this piece of property. 

Proverbs 14:30 A tranquil heart gives life to the flesh, 
                   but envy makes the bones rot.
GNB – Peace of mind makes the body healthy,
                  but jealously is like a cancer.

Envy – Heb. jealously or anger over the property of others. 
Ecclesiastes 4:4 Man’s envy of his neighbor.
When he sees that his neighbor has something he doesn’t have 
his desire is to get the same thing for himself.  

Jonatha Edwards defined envy as: “a spirit of dissatisfaction 
and or opposition to the prosperity and happiness of others.”

Therefore, an envious heart violates the command to love.
Henry – “If we love our neighbor we shall be so far 
from envying his welfare, or being displeased with it, 
       that we shall share in it and rejoice at it.”

  Application
1. Envy is an attitude of the heart wanting what others have.
· It believes I do not have enough.
· It feels that I deserve more than I have.

2. No matter how much you have, you can still be envious 
of what others have.
· They may have more than you have.
· They will have something you don’t have.

3. Envy is not being content with what God has given you.
God has provided for your needs, not all your wants.
Stephen Charnock – “Envy is a denial of providence.”
Thomas Manton – “Envy is rebellion against God himself.”
REJECTION      :3
Forbid – Heb. literally let it not be meaning this cannot happen.
It is an exclamation of rejection that this should take place.
I Samuel 12:23 Samuel said, “God forbid that I should sin 
    against the Lord in ceasing to pray for the nation.” 

Each family was given a piece of property in the Promised Land as their inheritance from the Lord.  The land was passed down from father to son generation after generation as their inheritance. 

Lev. 25:23 The land must not be sold permanently, because the land is mine and you are tenants.  The Promised Land belonged to God and he gave each family part of the land for their inheritance.

Calvin – “That allotment (of land) was, as it were, an inviolable 
(permanent) decree of God Himself, whereby the memory of 
        the covenant (with God) should be maintained.”  

The land was a reminder they were to be faithful to keep the God made with them that they were his people and he was their God.

  Application
When someone is envious of you or your possessions:
1. Don’t take it personally – God has provided for you.
2. Don’t argue with them – it is their problem not yours.
3. Do tell them the truth – God has blessed you.

ANGER      :4
Sullen (KJB heavy) – Heb. resentful or sad (only 20:43; 21:4,5).  
Angry (KJB displeased) – Heb.  enraged (only 20:43; 21:4).  

The picture is of someone who was angry because they didn’t get their way so they pout.  Ahab acts like a little child instead of like an adult, like a spoiled kid instead of a king.

He wants what he wants without caring about if it is right or wrong according to the law of God.  He only cares about his own desire without consideration for what it will do to the family of Naboth. 

ENVY & JEALOUSLY
While the two words are often used as synonyms there is a subtle distinction between them that will help us see the sinfulness of our hearts in wanting what other people have.

Envy – is wanting what someone else has.

Jealously – is not wanting someone to be equal with us.
The classic illustration of jealously is King Saul’s jealously of David who became more popular than him after killing Goliath.

I Samuel 18:7-8 The women sang, “Saul has struck down his thousands and David his ten thousands.” And Saul was very angry, and this saying displeased him. He said, “They have ascribed to David ten thousands and to me they have ascribed thousands 
          and what more can he have but the kingdom?”

We can become jealous when someone comes along that 
God has blessed in some way more than us such as:
· Their talent in music.
· Their financial situation.
· Their promotion at work.
· Their children are successful.

James 3:16 Where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, 
     there will be disorder and every vile practice.

APPLICATION
1. We can envy the things other people have.
Envy is an easy sin to hid because we can keep our mouth shut about what we are feeling in our hearts when we see the blessings which others have that we have been longing for ourselves.

2. We can envy other people.
Richard Baxter – “Take heed of the spirit of envy which will 
make your hearts rise against those who are preferred before 
            you, or that are used better than you.”

It is important to be constantly considering our inward attitudes and confessing our sinful thoughts to God who knows our heart.

Jeremiah 17:9-10 The heart is deceitful above all things,
and desperately sick (KJB wicked); who can understand it?
     I the Lord search the heart and test the mind.

Envy can lead to all kinds of other sins, such as anger, lust 
or stealing, and so we must seek to keep it in check.

Spurgeon – “The cure for envy lies in living under a constant 
sense of the divine presence, worshiping God and communing 
with him all the day long, however long the day may seem.”

I Peter 2:11 Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of the flesh, which wage war against your soul.

CONCLUSION
Cleland B. McAfee wrote the hymn, Near to the Heart of God, 
as a result of tragic circumstances when his two infant nieces 
died as a result of diphtheria in 1903.  The hymn calls us to come
close to God instead of being torn away by circumstances of life.

There is a place of quiet rest,
Near to the heart of God;
A place where sin cannot molest,
Near to the heart of God.

There is a place of full release,
Near to the heart of God;
A place where all is joy and peace,
Near to the heart of God.

O Jesus, blest Redeemer,
Sent from the heart of God;
Hold us, who wait before Thee,
Near to the heart of God.



PRAYER
The prayer, Contentment, from the Valley of Vision:
Heavenly Father, if I should suffer need, and be in poverty, 
  make my heart prize Thy love, 
  know it, be constrained by it, 
  though I be denied all blessings. 

It is Thy mercy to afflict and try me with wants, 
  for by these trials, I see my sins, and 
  desire severance from them. 

Let me willingly accept misery, sorrows, temptations, 
  if I can thereby feel sin as the greatest evil, 
  and be delivered from it with gratitude to Thee, 
  acknowledging this as the highest testimony of Thy love.

When thy Son, Jesus, came into my soul instead of sin 
  he became more dear to me than sin had formerly been; 
  his kindly rule replaced sin’s tyranny. 

Teach me to believe that if ever 
I would have any sin subdued 
I must not only labor to overcome it, 
  but must invite Christ to abide in the place of it, 
  and He must become to me more than vile lust had been; 
  that His sweetness, power, life may be there. 
Thus I must seek a grace from Him contrary to sin.




