12. Anger
Exodus 32:15-20

Robert Jones in, Unrooting Anger, wrote, “Anger is a universal problem.  It permeates each person and spoils our most intimate relationships.  Anger is a given part of our fallen human fabric.
And then he added, “Sadly this is true even in our Christians homes and churches.”

It is often directed toward those we should love the most:
our spouse, children, parents or siblings.  In the church it is
directed toward those who are our brothers and sisters in Christ.

Anger is defined as: “a strong feeling of displeasure.”
It is often accompanied by sinful actions, emotions, or words.

Anyone can be overcome by their anger, even godly people.
Moses was a godly man, who was chosen to lead the nation 
of Israel out of bondage in Egypt to the Promised Land.
But even he became angry with the people because of 
their sin in making an idol.

Background
It took the people about 40 days to reach Mount Sinai.
Moses was up on the mountain for 40 days.
In less than 3 months the people built a golden calf.
How quickly they forgot God’s deliverance from slavery.

COMMANDMENTS DELIVERED      :15-16
When a treaty was drawn up between two people each person would be given a copy.  One copy was for the ruler (God) and 
the other for his servant (Israel).

Testimony – Heb. witness meaning a command of God.
Psalm 19:7 The testimony of the Lord is sure (steadfast).
These Ten Commandments were the requirement for the people 
to keep as their side of the covenant they made that he would be their God and they would be his chosen people.

Usually only one side was written on and the other left blank, 
but with these small stone tablets the commandments were 
written on both sides to get the ten commandments on them.

:16 The writing on these two tablets were not written by Moses, but by the finger of God.  They were God’s word to his people.

JOY EXPRESSED      :17-18
Noise – the people were singing and celebrating (:6 play).
Joshua thought the noise was the sound of a victory celebration after a battle like they had done at the Red Sea months before.
15:1 The people sang a song in celebration of the Egyptian defeat. 

:18 Shout . . . cry . . . sing – Heb. are the same verb.
Shout – would have been of victory after a battle.
Cry – would have been the sound of defeat.
Sing – would have been a celebration.

Moses, who was probably 20 or more years older, understood that what they heard was not a shout of victory or defeat, but singing.

The calling they heard in the distance was joy and celebration as one group sang and a second group responded to what they heard.
Moses did not know what was the cause of the celebration.

ANGER DEMONSTRATED      :19-20
  Idolatry      :19
The calf – his brother Aaron had made (:4).
It was probably 3 feet high and 5 feet long.
R. Cole – “It was first rough-cast in solid gold, with the details
                    (of the calf) subsequently hand-carved.”

Dancing – was part of the pagan celebrations in worship.
In Egypt they had professional dancers to lead the worship.
The dancing itself was always sensual and indecent.

Idolatry leads to immorality.  They worshipped idols and gave themselves over to their sinful desires and sexual impurity.

Romans 1:23-24 They exchanged the glory of the immortal 
God for images resembling mortal man and birds and animals.
Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity,
    to the dishonoring of their bodies among themselves.

When people reject God, they turn to all kinds of sins 
to please themselves instead of choosing to please him.

  Anger
Henry – “What a change it is, to come down from the mount 
of communion with God, to converse with a wicked world. 
In God we see nothing but what is pure and pleasing; 
in the world nothing but what is sinful and provoking.”

Anger – Heb. blowing breath through your nose.
Literally it is the picture of a horse snorting.
It is a visible sign that a person is emotional.

Burned (KJB waxed) hot – Heb. to be hot or furious.  
It is to become very angry so your emotions boil over.
This is more than just being angry – it is extreme anger.

Anger is often expressed when we believe things are not right.
Genesis 4:5 Cain was very angry when his offering was rejected.
The result of his anger was that he killed his brother Abel.

Genesis 31:36 Jacob was very angry when Laben pursued him.
The result was they never trusted one another and asked 
God to be the judge between the two of them.

Genesis 39:19 Potiphar was very angry when his wife accused Jospeh of attacking her – even though it was not true.
The result was Joseph was put into prison and left there.

Anger usually results in some sin against God.

Moses’ anger was justified because the people had broken the 
Ten Commandments which had been given to them by God. 
They had broken the covenant they had promised to keep.
The problem when we become angry is how we express it.
Throw the tablets – in his anger so that they broke.
Philo – “His spirit was raised to a very great pitch of anger, 
and could not forbear showing it in some way or another.”

The words on these tablets had been written by God himself (:16).
These Ten Commandments revealed the will of God for his people.
They revealed the holiness and glory of God for his people.
Romans 3:23 All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.
There the “glory of God” refers to his holiness revealed in the law.

A.W. Tozer – “The fury of man never furthered the glory of God.”
It often leads us to sin against the glory and majesty of God.
Instead of God’s glory being upheld, it is brought down.

  Application
We can become angry over many things that upset us because:
· They hurt our sense of right and wrong.
· They seem like an injustice was done.
· They personally hurt our feelings.

1. It is not a sin to be angry.
Ephesians 4:26 Be angry and do not sin.
NIV – In your anger, do not sin. 

John Trapp – “It is hard not to sin when we are angry.  He that 
   will be angry and not sin, must not be angry but for sin.”

Usually, we become angry because we have been hurt.
Our anger has nothing to do with being angry over sin
that is being committed which dishonors God.
· Injustice – people are not treated right.
· Ungodly laws – homosexual marriage.
· Individual greed – people want more than they need.




2. Often our anger causes us to sin.
Charles Hodge – “Let not your anger be an occasion of sin.”  

When we are angry, we allow our emotions to take over.
The result is we hurt other people with our words or actions.
· We say things to hurt them.
· We do things to anger them.
· We may take the name of the Lord in vain.

  Calf      :20
Moses burned the calf with fire so it melted to a lump of gold.
There was no image for the people to worship anymore. 
Then, he ground the gold into fine power so it would sink
into the water and made the people drink it.
 
Drinking the polluted water symbolized their pollution.
They had broken the first commandment – 
You shall have no other gods before (besides) me.

They had broken the second commandment –
You shall not make for yourself a carved image . . .
You shall not bow down to them or serve them.

APPLICATION
1. Some people justify their anger by calling it righteous anger.  
They feel they have the right to be angry in a certain given situation.  How can I know that my anger is righteous anger?

It must arise from a violation of God’s moral law.
It focuses on God and his will, not on me and my will.

It is always self-controlled.  It never causes me to lose my temper or to retaliated in some vengeful way.

Aristotle – “It is easy to fly into a passion – anyone can do that – but to be angry with the right person at the right time and 
with the right object in in the right way – that is not easy, 
              and it is not everyone who can do it.”
2. Most of our anger is personal because we feel hurt. 
We are determined to hurt the other person because they hurt us.
The result is that we lash out towards them verbally or physically.

“Anger is an acid that can do more harm to the vessel in 
which it is stored than to anything on which it is poured.”

· Don’t continue to dwell on your anger.
· Don’t allow your anger to consume you.
· Ask God to help you control it.

3. We must realize that no one causes us to be angry.
We choose to become angry – usually because of:
· Our desire to control. 
· Our desires have not been met.
· Our feelings have been hurt.
· Our pride has been hurt.

4. We are to ask forgiveness of the one we became angry with.
They received our anger and we must ask their forgiveness.

5. We must confess our sin of anger and ask for forgiveness.
God will always forgive us when we truly repent.

I John 1:9 If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

CONCLUSION
The hymn, I Need Thee Every Hour, was written by Annie Sherwood Hawks.  She wrote, “One day as a young wife and mother of 37 years of age, I was busy with my regular household tasks during a bright June morning [in 1872]. 

Suddenly, I became so filled with the sense of nearness to the Master that, wondering how one could live without Him, either in joy or pain, these words were ushered into my mind, the thought at once taking full possession of me – ‘I Need Thee Every Hour.’”


I need Thee every hour, most gracious Lord;
No tender voice like Thine can peace afford.

I need Thee every hour, stay Thou near by;
Temptations lose their power when Thou art nigh.

I need Thee, oh, I need Thee; every hour I need Thee;
Oh, bless me now, my Savior! I come to Thee.

PRAYER
The prayer, Passion, in the Valley of Vision”
Holy Lord, 
How little repentance there is in the world,
  and how many sins I have to repent of!
I am troubled for my sin of passion,
  for the shame and horror of it as an evil;
I purpose to give way to it no more,
  and come to thee for strength to that end.

Lord God, I know that my sudden anger arises
  when things cross me,
  and I desire to please only myself, not Christ;
There is in all wrongs and crosses a double cross —
  that which crosses me,
  and that which crosses thee;

In all good things there is
  somewhat that pleases me,
  somewhat that pleases thee;
My sin is that my heart is pleased or troubled
  as things please or trouble me.
