WHAT BECAME OF SIN

In his 1973 book, Whatever Became of Sin? psychiatrist Karl Menninger wrote, “The very word ‘sin,’ which seems to have disappeared, was once a proud word.  It was once a strong word, and ominous and serious word . . . But the word went away.
It has almost disappeared – the word, along with the notion.
Doesn’t anyone sin anymore?  Doesn’t anyone believe in sin?”

As an example, he noted that in the presidential proclamation 
for the National Day of Prayer, the last time the word sin was mentioned was in President Eisenhower’s proclamation in 1953 – and that those words were borrowed from a call to national prayer by Abraham Lincoln in 1863!

In 2001, New Testament scholar D.A. Carson commented that 
the most frustrating aspect of doing evangelism in universities 
is the fact that students generally have no idea of sin.  He said, “They know how to sin well enough, but they have no idea of 
what constitutes sin.”

Jerry Bridges in his book, Respectable Sins, wrote that while Christians are concerned about the terrible sins in our society 
we ignore our own sins because we see them as acceptable.

LIST OF SINS      Galatians 5:19-20
  Sensual sins      :19b
Paul listed these first because they are so obvious that everyone
can see them or knows they happen.  They are also listed first
because they reveal that man worships himself instead of God.  

Sexual immorality – is any illicit sexual activity outside of marriage. It includes adultery which is illicit sex between married people and fornication which is sex between unmarried people.

Impurity – uncleanness of heart and mind making a person defiled. 
Titus 1:15 To those who are corrupted nothing is pure.  
In fact, both their minds and consciences are corrupted.
Everything they think about and do is controlled by evil.
Sensuality (KJB debauchery) – living without any restrictions.
It is an attitude that has no shame about what is wrong.
Nothing is too bad or evil to do because we are free. 

Jeremiah 6:15 Are they ashamed of their loathsome conduct?
They have no shame at all; they do not know how to blush.

  Superstitious sins      :20a
These are listed next because they replace true worship of God.
Instead of seeking God, man seeks a false god to gain knowledge
of good and evil just like Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden.

Idolatry – the worship of things other than God himself.
Exodus 20:3-5 The first commandment: You shall have no 
other gods before me.  You shall not make for yourself an idol . . . 
Man would rather worship something he can see and touch than something he cannot see and must believe by faith.

Sorcery – Gk. pharmacy meaning drugs used to produce magic.
Magicians would use drugs for magic and sorcery which was 
seen in their ability to produce things through superhuman means.  
This would take place through the power of drugs and the occult.

Today this is seen in taking drugs to get high so you see and do things you would not be able to do if you were normal and sober.

  Social sins      :20b
These are listed because even though they don’t seem to be as bad as the previous sins they are sins against God and our neighbors. 
Enmity – hostility towards others which is the result of anger.
We don’t like what they said or did or stood for so the result is
a strong negative emotion towards them expressed outwardly.   

Strife (NIV discord) – rivalry which is the result of quarrelling.
When people don’t get along, they end up opposed to one another. 

Jealously – the desire of being as well off as someone else.
It is the desire to have what other people have so you are like 
them instead of being content with what God has given you.
Fits of anger (KJB wrath) – are violent outbursts of anger.
It is anger which is quickly expressed and then over.
We see this in verbal outbursts and physical brutality.
It is not something which is planned, but emotional reaction.

Rivalries (NIV selfish ambition)– only caring only about yourself.
It is putting yourself first instead of considering others.
Phil. 2:3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit,
but in humility consider others better than yourselves.

Dissensions – are attempts to get people to join your cause.
It is to divide rather than unify which results in conflicts.

Divisions (NIV factions) – which form because of disagreements.
They are the result of leaders who get people to follow them.
Their goal is to have people follow them, not Christ.

Envy – the desire to take what another person has because now 
you are discontent and want what they have for yourself.
It is often expressed in hatred because of their prosperity. 

Alford Barns – “It is one of the most common manifestations 
of wickedness, and shows clearly the deep depravity of man.”

  Application
We look at the list and view some of the sins as worse than others.
God sees sin as sin no matter what kind of sin it is.
James 2:10-11 Whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one 
point has become accountable for all of it.  For he who said, 
 “Do not commit adultery,” also said, “Do not murder.”  

Oswald Chambers – “The holiest person is . . . one who 
                        is most conscious of what sin is.”
  
Summary
Sensual sins of: sexual immorality and impurity are as sinful in the sight of God as superstitious sins of: idolatry and sorcery and as the social sins of: rivalries, strife, jealousy and fits of anger.
Thomas Brooks – “A holy person knows that all sin strikes at the holiness of God, the glory of God, the nature of God, the being of God and the law of God: therefore his heart rises against all (sin).”

SIN AND LAW      I John 3:4
Everyone who make a practice (KJB committeth) of sinning also practices lawlessness (KJB transgresseth); sin is lawlessness.

  Sin
Practice (NKJB commits) – Gk. to do not just what they think.
The word is used twice to emphasize their personal actions.

Practice of sinning – Gk. is in the present tense which means 
a continual or habitual part of your behavior and character.
William Barclay – “Sin is a deliberately breaking of a law which 
a man knows.  Sin is to obey oneself rather than the law of God.”

The idea here is that the person continues to commit sin, maybe the same sin over and over again without any thought of changing.

  Application
1.  Sin is a part of our life because we have a sin nature.
That does not mean we should just give up fighting against
our natural desires.  It means we are to struggle to do what is 
right even though it can be difficult at times.

2. Don’t allow a specific sin to control your life.
Ambition, anger, jealously, lack of self-control, lust, pride . . .

  Law
Lawlessness (KJB transgression) – Gk. violation of the law.
It is more than breaking the law, it conveys the ultimate sense of rebellion – living as if there was no law or ignoring the law exists.

Note: The word lawlessness is only found here in the epistle.
This word was used by Paul in II Thessalonians 2:3 to describe
the person who opposes God – “the man of lawlessness.”
This person will do whatever he likes without any respect for the
law of God so he is called lawless.  He rejects the law of God.
Stephen Smalley – “The act of sin implies not merely breaking God’s law, but flagrantly opposing him (like Satan) by so doing.”

Lawlessness – is being disobedient to the moral law of God.
The moral law of God is an expression of his righteous standard.
The Ten Commandments define the righteous standard of God.
When we sin, we break the law God gave revealing his holiness. 

People break the law either because they don’t know it or they choose to obey it.  Either way they are guilty of breaking the law.

Calvin – “John defines sin to be a transgression of the divine law.
Sin seems light to some.  Sin arises from a contempt of God, 
                 and that by sinning, the law is violated.”

  Application
1.  View sin as breaking the law of God just as you would 
view breaking a civil law in the community in which you live.
· It is wrong because it is the law.
· It is wrong when you willfully break it.

2. Sin is rebellion against the authority of God.
· It is an act of defiance against God’s will.
· It is saying I will do what I want to do.

3. Desire to keep God’s law to honor him.
Psalm 119:34 Give me understanding, that I may keep 
      your law and observe it with my whole heart.

· Don’t take sin lightly as if it doesn’t matter. 
· Don’t look at some sins as worse than others.
· Don’t accept any sins ok because you do them.

SIN AND GUILT      James 2:10-11
James 2:10-11 Whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one 
point has become accountable for all of it.  For he who said, 
 “Do not commit adultery,” also said, “Do not murder.”  

Whole law – refers here to the ten commandments in Exodus 20.
James gives us two examples from the ten commandments (:11).

Fails (KJB offend, NIV stumbles) – Gk. literally to trip (3:2) meaning to make a mistake by sinning.  They did not deliberately break one of the commandments, but they did break one.

Accountable (KJB guilty) – Gk. of punishment for a crime.
Henry – “Not all sins are equal, but that all carry the same contempt of the authority of the Lawgiver, and so bind over 
(the guilty) to such punishment as is threatened of that law.”

:11 God who told us we are not to commit adultery also has told us that we are not to kill another person.  If you break any one of the commandments you are guilty before God because the law is an
indivisible unity, not ten separate laws.  

APPLICATION
Sin results in guilt, which is God convicting us of our sin. 
Your conscience is a guide convicting you of your sin.

Breaking any of God’s commands causes us to be guilty.
It does not matter what sin we commit we are guilty.

CONCLUSION
The hymn, At The Cross, was written by Isaac Watts in 1707.  
He wrote his hymns as poems to be sung to a variety of tunes.
He wrote over 600 hymns, but this one has become a favorite of Christians as it describes the suffering of Christ for our sins so we could be forgiven by God.

The final line of the first stanza – “For such a worm as I” – has stirred controversy in modern times, with many hymnals changing “worm” to “one” or revising the line to “for sinners such as I.” Critics suggest it promotes unhealthy self-deprecation.  In referring to himself as a “worm,” Watts was highlighting the vast contrast between the majestic Savior and the lowly sinner.



Alas, and did my savior bleed and did my sovereign die?
Would He devote that sacred Head for such a worm as I?

Was it for crimes that I have done, He groaned upon the tree?
Amazing pity, grace unknown and love beyond degree.

But drops of grief can never repay the debt of love I owe.
Here, Lord, I give my self away: ‘tis all that I can do.

At the cross, at the cross, where I first saw the light
And the burden of my heart rolled away, rolled away
It was there by faith, I received my sight
And now I am happy all the day.

PRAYER
The prayer, Self-Knowledge, in the Valley of Vision:
Searcher of hearts,
It is a good day to me when thou givest me 
  a glimpse of myself;
Sin is my greatest evil,
  but thou art my greatest good
I have cause to loathe myself,
  and not seek self-honor . . . 

My country, family, church 
  fare worse because of my sins,
  for sinners bring judgment in thinking
    sins are small,
    or that God is not angry with them.
Let me not take other good men as my example,
  and think I am good because I am like them . . .

Show me how to know when a thing is evil
  which I think is right and good,
  how to know when what is lawful
  comes from an evil principle . . . 

