1. LOVING CHRIST’S RETURN
II Timothy 4:6-8

On March 11, 1942, on Corregidor, a sixty-two-year-old Army officer, with his family, secretly slipped away from the Philippians and made their way to Australia.  Before General MacArthur left the islands, he said, “I will return.” 

General MacArthur kept his word as two-and-a-half years later on October 20, 1944, he once again stood in the Philippians and said, “This is the voice of freedom.  People of the Philippians, 
I have returned.” 

Jesus made a promise to his disciples that he would return.
If you believe in the death, resurrection and ascension of Christ, then you have no room to doubt his promised return.

The promise by Christ
John 14:3 If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and take you to myself, that where I am you may be also.

The promise by the angel
Acts 1:11 This same Jesus, who was taken up into heaven, 
will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.

Even though 2,000 years have gone by, his promise is sure.
He will return to take those who have trusted him as the one who died for their sins to be forgiven to be with him forever.

George Whitefield, was an evangelist who preached in 1740’s 
to large crowds in the colonies especially in New England –
 “I am daily waiting for the coming of the Son of God.”

PRESENT AWARENESS – his time was short      :6
It is as if Paul said, “I have lived my life by faith in God, but now my life is about to be taken from me and I look forward to being released from this life to come into your presence.”


Drink offering (KJB offered) – Gk. offering of wine.   
Along with the sacrifice of an animal the people were also to bring 
a quart of wine which was poured over the sacrifice (Num. 15:5).
The sweet fragrance was pleasing to God as the animal burned.

Paul believed that his life was about to end and he would not be delivered from death this time as he had been recently (:16-17).
He saw his life as an offering being given completely to God.

Departure (Will. sail away) – Gk. to loose or unloose 
It was a nautical term meaning to weight anchor or slip the lines 
so that a ship could be free to sail.  It is a beautiful picture of death by letting go of all the things that hold us to this world.

Phil 1:23 I am hard pressed between the two (living or dying), having a desire to depart and be with Christ which is far better.

Paul viewed his coming death as a release from the obligation God had given him to be an apostle to the Gentiles (Acts 9:15) which he had faithfully fulfilled as he went throughout the Roman Empire and planted churches in the different provinces.

  Application
1. Everyone eventually dies no matter how good or evil they lived their lives because death comes to everyone as a result of sin.
We will lose loved ones and we will eventually die ourselves.

2. Death for a believer is the completion of their walk with God.
A believer is taken from this life into eternal life with Christ.

3. Death should not be looked at as something fearful, but as
a change from this physical life to eternal life with Christ forever. 

PAST FAITHFULNESS – living for Christ    :7
  1. Fought faithfully
The Christian life is a struggle against the world, the flesh and the devil.  The world wants to squeeze you into its mold, our sinful nature wants to take control and the devil wants to destroy you.

Ephesians 6:12 We do not wrestle against flesh and blood, 
but against . . . the spiritual forces of evil in heavenly places.

Paul had never given up but continued to fight the good fight 
of faith for what God called him to do even though it was hard.
Adam Clark – “I have struggled hard, and have overcome.”

Application
The Christian life will be a struggle if you faithfully live for God.
Satan will attack, hinder and resist your commitment to the Lord.
He will do everything he can to get you to give up and surrender
because he wants to defeat you so you will not be victorious.
There can be only on winner: either Satan or you by God’s power. 

  2. Finished successfully
About 20 years earlier Paul had told the Ephesian elders in
Acts 20:24 I do not consider my life as precious to myself, 
if only I may finish my course and the ministry I have received . . . 
He understood that the Christian life was a lifetime commitment.
God wanted him to complete the whole course without quitting
even though it would be challenging and difficult.

Finished – Gk. to bring to a close, to complete or to end.
John 19:30 As Jesus died on the cross he said, “It is finished.”

Paul viewed his life as having completed the course God had given him as he stood at the finish line and looked back over the course.

Application
Will you finish your walk with God to the end of your life? 
Too many have started out, but have not finished strong.
Determine to finish the race God has called you to successfully.

  3. Taught truthfully 
Paul had continually taught the truth that men are sinners in need of a Savior because they can only be forgiven by his sacrifice.
People believe they can earn God’s forgiveness by their good deeds, but nothing they do can earn his favor because it is by
grace we are saved through faith in the death of Christ for us. 

FUTURE RIGHTEOUSNESS – for faithfulness      :8
  Personal reward
2:5 An athlete is not crowned unless he competes according to 
the rules.  Paul firmly believed that because he had been faithful
to what God had called him to do God would be faithful to him.  

Crown – was a wreath placed on the head of military officers 
or athletes who have been successful in their endeavors.

The crown of righteousness – it is the eternal righteousness given to believers when we die because Christ’s righteousness will be  transferred to us as we are changed to be like righteous like him.
II Cor. 5:21 For our sake he made Christ to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

Paul had the assurance that God would reward his faithfulness.
He did not say, “there might be” or “there is a chance” he said confidently “there is” a reward of righteousness for me. 

  Christ’s return
Loved – Gk. agapao means a decision you make, not a feeling. When used of a relationship to a person it means to love dearly because you are fond of them and as a result welcome them.
John 11:5 Jesus loved Martha and her sister Mary and Lazarus. 
When he was in Jerusalem he would spend time with them.

Jesus used it when describing our relationship with God.
Matthew 22:37 You shall love the Lord your God with 
           all your heart, mind, soul and strength.

It is our love for the Lord now that leads us to desire his return.
Appearing (6x) Gk. – a glorious manifestation.
In the NT it is always of the second coming of Christ.
II Thess. 2:8; I Timothy 6:14; II Timothy 1:10; 4:1; Titus 2:13.

Augustine – “He who loves the coming of the Lord is not 
he who affirms it is far off, nor is it he who says it is near.  
   It is he who, whether it be far or near, awaits it with 
       sincere faith, steadfast hope and fervent love.”

As a young girl, five years-old, Corrie ten Boom said, 
“Papa, you always pray in every prayer, ‘Let soon come 
that great day when Jesus Christ, Your beloved Son, come 
on the clouds of heaven.’  Why are you longing for that day?”
He answered her, “In the Bible we read Jesus has promised 
to come to this world to make everything new.”

John Piper wrote a hymn, O Come, Lord Jesus, Come.
Verse 1: Have mercy, Savior, on our eyes,
            So prone to count the world a prize,
            And grant that your appearing, nigh,
           Would quicken love, and wake the cry:
                       O come, Lord Jesus, come!

APPLICATION
1. Do you look for the return of Christ?
We can become so distracted by our lives that we don’t focus 
on the fact that Jesus will return and maybe in our lifetime. 

2. Do you long for the return of Christ?
As a result of living in a sinful world evil takes place all the time.
When Christ returns righteousness will be established,
evil will be punished and justice will be done.

3. Do you love the expectation of the return of Christ?
Our reward will be to be made completely righteous like Christ.
I John 3:2 We know that when Christ appears we shall be like him.

CONCLUSION
When peace, like a river, attendeth my way,
When sorrows like sea billows roll;
Whatever my lot, Thou has taught me to say,
It is well, it is well, with my soul.

Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come,
Let this blest assurance control,
That Christ has regarded my helpless estate,
And hath shed His own blood for my soul.

My sin, oh, the bliss of this glorious thought!
My sin, not in part but the whole,
Is nailed to the cross, and I bear it no more,
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!

And Lord, haste the day when my faith shall be sight,
the clouds be rolled back as a scroll;
the trump shall resound and the Lord shall descend;
even so, it is well with my soul.

PRAYER
The prayer, Heaven Desired, in the Valley of Vision:
Here I cannot know thee clearly.
But there I shall be near thee,
  dwell with my family,
  stand in thy presence,
  be an heir to a kingdom,
    as the spouse of Christ,
    as a member of his body,
    one with him who is with thee,
  and exercise all my powers of body
  and soul in the enjoyment of thee.







