1. IDENITY CHANGED 
John 1:29-42

Sometimes people are not recognized for who they because
they don’t look like we expected them to look. 

A writer for The Washington Post conducted an experiment to 
test people’s perception.  He asked a famous violinist to perform incognito at a train station in the nation’s capital on a January morning.  Thousands of people walked by as he played, but only 
a few stopped to listen.  After 45 minutes, just $32 had been dropped into the virtuoso’s open violin case.  Two days earlier, 
this man – Joshua Bee – had used the same $3.5 million Stradivarius violin for a sold-out concert where people paid 
$100 a seat to hear him perform.

The idea of a person not being recognized for his greatness isn’t something new.  Jesus was not recognized for who he was.  
John 1:10 He was in the world and the world did not know him.

MESSIAH INTRODUCED      :29-31
The next day – after he had revealed he was not the Messiah.
Behold – Gk. used as an interjection to take notice (:36,47).

Lamb – was the most common type of animal sacrifice.
Lamb of God – referred to the Passover lamb which was sacrificed so the people would be spared.  The Messiah was predicted to be like a lamb led to be killed for the sins of the people.

 Isaiah 53:7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he 
opened not his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the slaughter.
This verse was read by the Ethiopian Eunuch in Acts 8:32 and quoted in I Peter 1:19 as a reference to Jesus’ death for our sins.

John Gill – “These figurative phrases are expressive, not only 
of the harmlessness and innocence of Christ, but of his meekness and patience in suffering, and of his readiness and willingness to be sacrificed . . . he went to the cross without any reluctance.”

Takes way – Gk. to carry off or remove.
Leviticus 16:8-10 On the day of atonement one goat was sacrificed for the sins of the nation and a second goat was sent off into the wilderness to carry the sins away from the camp. 

Another way to remove our sins from us is to get rid of them.
Psalm 103:12 As far as the east is from the west, 
so far does he remove our transgressions from us.

Micah 7:19 You will cast all our sins into the depths of the sea.

Sins of the world – one sacrifice could take away the sins of a an individual or on the day of atonement the sins of Israel.
This is an astounding statement that one sacrifice could 
forgiven the sins of everyone. 

This announcement pointed forward to the death of 
Christ for our sins so we could be forgiven (3:16).

Hebrews 9:26 Christ has appeared once for all at the end 
  of the ages to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself.


:30 Ranks (KJB preferred, NIV surpassed) – Gk. to be or exist.
Jesus is greater than John because he existed before John, 
he was eternal and equal with God the Father (:1).

:31 John had not met Jesus even though they were cousins.
John lived in the wilderness and Jesus in the town of Nazareth. 

Revealed (KJB manifest) – Gk. to make known or visible.
(2:11; 3:21; 7:4; 9:3; 17:6; 21:1,14) so people can see.
It was used to reveal something or someone which was not known before.  The word is used of Jesus appearing to his disciples after the resurrection (Mark 16:14).

       Note: This was the first time Jesus was publicly 
             revealed as the Messiah to the people.

MESSIAH FOLLOWED      :35-37
The next day – is the day Jesus came back from being tempted in the wilderness for 40 days.  For 30 years he has lived with Joseph and Mary waiting until he was of legal age to officially be a leader.
Numbers 4:3 Levites from 30 to 50 years old were to assist the priests who ministered in the tabernacle.  Jesus was 30 years old.

Two disciples – Andrew (:40) and John the writer of the book.

:36 He – John the Baptist repeated the same statement he had said about Jesus just the day before to emphasize it again (:29).

:37 Followed – Gk. to go in the same way (:38).
It means: to accompany someone where they are going.
18:15 Peter followed Jesus into the courtyard of the High 
priest when Jesus had been arrested in the garden.

Traditionally, students of a Jewish rabbi walked behind him 
to show they were literally following him.  Andrew and John followed Jesus physically because they believed he was the Messiah but that was symbolic of them following him spiritually.

Note: The word came to mean a disciple who follows Jesus.
They were committed to walk with Jesus because they believed 
he was the OT promised Messiah.

Some people are convinced Christ is their Savior and they decide to personally follow him.  Hearing the truth about who Christ is stirs their conscience so they believe and trust him as their Savior.  

MESSIAH INTRODUCED     :40-41
  Andrew      :40
He was Peter’s brother.  We don’t know which of them was older than the other even though tradition shows Peter as being older.

  Peter      :41
The good news about Jesus the Messiah was too good just to keep to himself so the first thing he does is to find his brother to share the wonderful news with him.
Simon – comes from Hebrew name Simeon which sounds like 
the word heard as God heard Leah’s prayer to have a second son
so her husband Jacob would love her (Genesis 29:33).

The name Simon was a popular name as it was Simon Maccbeus who had a prominent part in the war of liberation waged against the Syrians around 140 BC as they fought for freedom of Israel.

Messiah – Heb. anointed one.  This title comes from the verb to anoint with oil by pouring it over the head of someone to be king.
I Samuel 16:13 Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed David before his brothers. And the Spirit of the Lord came upon him.

The Messiah – the OT promised deliver they expected to come.
Isaiah 9:6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the 
government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God . . . Prince of Peace.

Jeremiah 23:5 Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and
                            righteousness in the land.

Calvin – “It was the ordinary designation of kings, as anointing was observed by them as a solemn rite. But still they were aware that one King would be anointed by God, under whom they might
              hope to obtain perfect and eternal happiness.”

Which means Christ – in Greek. Both Messiah in Hebrew and Christ in Greek mean God’s anointed king who is to rule.
Note: This person is the only begotten son of God (3:16).

  Application
Sharing the good news about Christ is something we should naturally do so people can be forgiven of their sins.

Who can you share the gospel with?
Family member – may be difficult because they are family.

Friend – may be challenging because we don’t want to ruin 
the relationship which we have developed.

Co-worker – may make the working relationship difficult.

Neighbor – may be challenging because we want to maintain 
their friendship because we live next to them.

NAME CHANGED      :42
  Named Simon
Looked (KJB beheld) – Gk. concentrated or intent gaze.
:36 John intently looked at Jesus before he made his statement.
This look sees beyond the superficial things on the surface 
to look into a man’s heart to see his real character.

I Samuel 16:7 The Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him. For the Lord sees not as man sees: man looks on the outward
           appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.”

  Called Peter
Simon son of John – instead of using a last name the Jews used 
the name of their father as identification throughout the Bible.
Matthew 1 is a good example of father and son reference.

Shall be called – his name would be changed from now on.
This was not to be an option, but a command by Christ.
Matthew 1:21 The angel told Joseph, “You shall call his 
name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.”

Cephas – means rock or stone in Aramaic and translated 
in Greek as Peter also means rock or stone.

Jesus seems to be telling Peter you will have an important 
position meaning rock in the church which I am going to build.
Peter would be known as the leader of the early church.
The first 12 chapters of Acts are mostly about Peter as
he preaches Christ and confronts the authorities.

Having one’s name changed was significant in Scripture.
Abram was changed to Abraham – father of a multitude.
He would be the father of the nation of Israel.

Jacob was changed to Israel – he struggles with God.
He would be the father of the 12 tribes of Israel.
Each of these men had an important role in God’s plan of redemption for the nation of Israel and ultimately for the world.

APPLICATION
Jesus changed Peter’s name to show his new character.
      II Corinthians 5:17 If anyone is in Christ they are 
       a new creation the old is past the new has come. 

       J.B. Phillips – If a man is in Christ, he becomes a 
    new person altogether – the past is finished and gone, 
              everything has become fresh and new.

When we become a believer in Christ our character will change.
those attitudes and habits we had will be changed by the Holy Spirit coming to live within us to make us like Christ.
· Attitudes such as: greed, pride, selfishness. 
· Habits such as: cursing, drinking, laziness.
· Service such as: caring about others. 

John Newton – “I am not what I ought to be, I am not what 
 I want to be . . . but still I am not what I once used to be.”

CONCLUSION
The hymn, There’s A New Name Written Down In Glory, was written by in 1910 by Charles Miles.  In 1892 he abandoned his pharmacy career and began writing gospel songs because he felt 
that it was a way he could better serve God. 

I was once a sinner, but I came
Pardon to receive from my Lord.
This was freely given, and I found
That He always kept His word.

In the Book 'tis written, "Saved by grace."
Oh, the joy that came to my soul!
Now I am forgiven, and I know
By the blood I am made whole.

There's a new name Written down in glory,
And it's mine, oh yes, it's mine!
And the white-robed Angels sing the story,
"A sinner has come home."

For there's a new name written down in glory,
And it's mine, oh yes, it's mine!
With my sins forgiven I am bound for heaven,
Nevermore to roam.

PRAYER
The prayer, A Convert’s First Prayer, in the Valley of Vision:
My Father,
I could never have sought my happiness in thy love,
  unless thou had’st loved me.
Thy Spirit had encouraged me by grace to seek thee,
  has made known to me thy reconciliation in Jesus,
  has taught me to take thee for my God and portion.

May he grant me to grow in the knowledge 
  and experience of thy love,
  and walk in it all the way to glory.

Blessed for ever be thy fatherly affection,
  which chose me to be one of thy children
  by faith in Jesus:
I thank thee for giving me the desire to live as such.
In Jesus, my brother, I have my new birth,
  every restraining power,
  every renewing grace.

May the Spirit abide in me that 
  I may know my union with Jesus,
  and enter into constant fellowship with him.




