Pastoral & Theological Exegesis for Churches & Ministries

Unlocking the Epistle of Straw: How David Kam’s Structural Exegesis Reconciles James and Paul for
Christian Discipleship in the End Times

1. Overcoming Luther’s Legacy: Why Structure Matters for Theology

In 1522, Martin Luther famously labelled the Epistle of James an "Epistle of Straw," believing it
lacked evangelical character and contradicted Paul’s doctrine of justification by faith alone (Sola
Fide). Luther’s struggle, and the struggle of millions of readers since, stems directly from reading
James as a fragmented collection of isolated parenetic commands. E.g., verses like James 2:24 ("a
man is justified by works and not by faith alone ") appear to directly oppose Romans 3:28.

David Kam’s 10-part concentric structure solves this multi-century dilemma by revealing the
inspired architectural design of the letter proving that James 2:14-26 is not an awkward, legalistic
intrusion, but the initiatives in God’s reconciliation to have daily relationship with us.

2. The 10-Loop Structural Map: The Daily Journey of Faith in God’s relationship in His
reconciliation with us

Kam’s structure reveals that James is organized as a spiritual path of reconciliation in knowing faith
(A - E) and wording out faith in daily lives (E" = A") for an eternal relationship with God:

[E-E'l THE APEX: FAITH AND DAILY LIVES (2:14-26)
Faith is in daily lives walking in God’s daily relationship with us.

[D] Word & world (1:16-2:13) [D'] Wisdom against restless tongue (3:1-18)

[C] Perseverance & Lust (1:12—-15) [C'] Worldly challenges (4:1-5)

[B] Humility & Wealth (1:9-11) [B'] Humility, Perseverance, & Arrogance (4:6—5:12)

[A] Faith: Trials & Wavering (1:2-8) [A'] Faith: help from above in daily lives (5:13-20)
< Diagnostic Faith > <4—— Work out faith ——»

Phase 1: The Diagnostic Faith in the eyes of God (4 — D)
The first half of the letter presents faith or lack of faith being expressed in daily lives and the basics
of faith:

1. Loop A (1:2-8): Faith in daily lives facing trials, with wisdom from above or wavering.

2. Loop B (1:9-11): Humility of faith in daily lives versus wealthy self.

3. Loop C (1:12-15): Perseverance of faith in daily lives against inner desires and temptations.

4. Loop D (1:16-2:13): Doer of the Word in faith in daily lives against worldly practice,
favouritism.

Phase 2: The Structural Apex (E--E' / Jas 2:14-26)

At the center of the letter, faith is revealed in daily lives as works. Otherwise, it is a dead and useless
faith. James makes it explicitly through concrete examples of Abraham and Rahab that saving faith
is a natural interaction in daily lives in God’s plan of reconciliation to have daily relationship with
us.

Phase 3: Living the Faith in God’s daily relationship with us (E' - A’)

Once faith in the eyes of God that saves is identified at the center (E < E'), the second half of the
letter guides the brethren from the most familiar daily experience to the ultimate and fundamental
goals of faith in God’s reconciliation with us to have daily relationship us today for eternal
relationship since the coming of the Lord is near.

1. Loop D' (3:1-18): Good behaviours in daily lives are from above; earthly trait and unbridled
tongue are natural / demonic.



2. Loop C' (4:1-5): Persevere against worldly passion and desires to walk with God.

3. Loop B' (4:6-5:12): Grace to the humble/patient in daily lives for His coming is near and God
opposes the proud and unrighteous rich.

4. Loop A' (5:13-20): Seek help from above in faith to stand firm and help restoring waverers.

3. How the Diatribe Argument Delivers the Theme to Pastors and Teachers

Pastors often struggle to preach James smoothly because the text seems to jump abruptly between topics.
Understanding the diatribe flow at James 2:13—14 unlocks cohesive preaching:

e The Problem in Jas 2:1-13: James confronts the church for giving preferential seating to the
rich while dishonoring the poor (Dq). He warns that judgment is without mercy to one who
shows no mercy.

e The Diatribe Bridge at Jas 2:14: James anticipates the congregation's objection: "We have
faith! We hold orthodox theology!" James fires back with diatribe rhetoric: "What good is it if
you SAY you have faith, but show no works of mercy?"

e The Pastoral Application: True saving faith in daily relationship with God does not remain
intellectual assent. If a brother or sister is naked or hungry, saying "go in peace" without giving
food is useless. The diatribe question proves that acts of mercy are the literal fruits of living
faith as a reflection of being in God’s relationship of love with us.

4. Practical Guide: How to Study and Teach the 10 Loops in Your Ministry
To use Kam’s model for preaching, personal Bible study, or small group curriculum:

Step 1: Teach the "Bookends" First (4 & A')

Show your group that James begins with a wavering man who doubts God in trials (Jas 1:6) and ends
with the church restoring a wandering believer (Jas 5:19). Point out that prayer (mtotig), the means to
the source of wisdom and help from above is the spiritual bookend that holds the Christian life together.

Step 2: Use the ""Mirror Pairs'" for Preaching and Teaching
Pair ascending diagnostic passages with their corresponding descending experiential passages:

e Series Idea 1: The Speech and Wisdom Test — Contrast Jas 1:26 & 2:1-9 (Unbridled Tongue
& Favouritism) with Jas 3:1-18 (Tamed Tongue, Good Behaviour & Pure Wisdom).

o Series Idea 2: Desire vs. Devotion — Contrast Jas 1:12—15 (Birth of Sin and Death from Lust)
with Jas 4:1-5 (Friendship with the World in hostility towards God).

o Series Idea 3: Money, Pride, and Grace — Contrast Jas 1:9-11 (Glory Humility and Fading
Wealth) with Jas 4:6-5:6 (Being humble and persevere; God Opposes the Proud / Woe to Rich
Oppressors’).

Step 3: Keep James 2:14-26 as the Engine

Never preach the ethical duties of James without grounding them in James 2:14—26 which is based on
God’s reconciliation with us. Remind your congregation that believers do not work to earn salvation;
rather, works are the natural, living pulse of a heartful expression in having God’s daily
relationship with us in His plan of reconciliation by His grace through our faith.
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