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MEMORANDUM

TO: 		Parish Council	

FROM: 	Timothy Boller		

DATE:		September 14, 2026

RE:		Social Justice Committee Meeting 

The Social Justice Committee met on Wednesday September 9, 2026. Present were Tim Boller, Lara Plathe, Rita Grimm and Ron Grimm. 

Cindy could not attend the meeting due to another commitment. However, she provided a detailed report regarding the Outreach Ministry.

In August Matthew 25 served 75 households and a total of 206 individuals. Approximately 1/3rd of those individuals were children. Eight new households were welcomed as clients in August. Cindy was unable to pull the reports for July. However, the numbers were approximately the same.

[bookmark: _GoBack]A few weeks ago Cindy started collecting items for the Advent Blessing Bags. The Blessing Bags contain personal and self-care items which are distributed to the homeless and the poor in the Cedar Valley. Collections will continue through October 9, 2026. The bags will be given to the Hospitality House, which is a warming center for the unhoused in Waterloo. 

Cindy also reported that on October 9, 2026 she will be receiving the spreadsheets for the Giving Tree gift list for the House of Hope. The Giving Tree Project involves setting up trees with paper ornaments at the entrances to the church during the weekend masses in late November and early December. Parishioners obtain ornaments from the trees which list gift items for the families signed up to receive gifts. The Parishioners then purchase the items, wrap them and return them to the trees where they are distributed to the families. After Cindy obtains the spreadsheets she will go through them and then reach out to the House of Hope with any questions regarding gift sizes or types, etc. Once she has the information, volunteers Syl and Dick Whitt will make the ornaments for the Giving Trees. The Giving Trees will go up on November 20, 2026 so that they will be up for the masses prior to Black Friday. Gifts will be collected through Monday, December 14, 2026. House of Hope employees will pick up the gifts from St. Patrick at 8:00 a.m. on Friday, December 18, 2026. 

Cindy also reported on the Matthew Angels Project. The Matthew Angels are a select group of Parishioners who are called upon to provide special items for the food pantry. For example, if the pantry is not receiving donations for shampoo, Matthew Angel volunteers will be contacted and purchase these items for the pantry. 

Tim Boller also reported on his efforts to reach out to the Social Justice Committee at St. Mary’s Parish in Waverly. Tim made contact with Committee Chair Lindsay Kuhlman and Deacon Phil Paladino. Tim and other members of the Social Justice Committee will attend the meeting of the St. Mary’s Peace and Justice Committee on September 21, 2026 at 7:00 p.m. at St. Mary’s. They will discuss the activities of the two committees. They will also talk about coordinating these activities now that both Parishes are part of the same Pastorate. 

Tim Boller also reported that the Haiti Committee met on August 11, 2026. The Committee voted to donate $3,000.00 to our Sister Parish St. John Bosco in Cap Haitian. The donation was a quarterly donation to be made every three months during the year. The donation was sent to St. John Bosco on August 27, 2026. Tim is awaiting confirmation that the donation has been received. It is anticipated that Parish Pastor Fr. Michel will contact Tim within the next week. The Committee also discussed doing a bulletin announcement discussing the recent activities involving our Sister Parish in Haiti, including the donations which were made to install a new solar energy system at the Parish. Tim will draft a proposed bulletin announcement. 



