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MEMORANDUM

TO: 		Parish Council	

FROM: 	Timothy Boller		

DATE:		May 19, 2026

RE:		Social Justice Committee Meeting 

The Social Justice Committee met on Tuesday, May 19, 2026. Present were Tim Boller, Rita Grimm, Ron Grimm, Rosie Guerrero, Lara Plathe, Cathy Hartz, and Cindy (via telephone). 

Cindy provided a report regarding the Matthew 25 program. In March Matthew 25 served 58 households. This totaled 161 persons (54 children, 80 adults, and 27 seniors). In April, Matthew 25 served 64 households. This total 186 persons (65 children, 90 adults, and 31 seniors). 

Cindy also reported that Matthew 25 needed two additional carts to transport food to clients. A Matthew’s Angel volunteer donated the money to purchase two dolly like carts.

Cindy also reported that she put a Facebook post and link regarding Matthew 25. This will provide an additional means of communication to parishioners regarding Matthew 25 needs. 

Cindy also reported that Matthew 25 received a donation of over 1,000 socks. The socks were donated by St. Patrick school third and fourth graders as part of a school project. The winter socks can be used for the Blessing Bags project. The other socks can be donated to Matthew 25 clients.

Cindy also reported that Matthew 25 volunteers are working on “summer fun bags” for House of Hope children. There are four different categories of bags with various assortment of items including games, snack items, sports equipment, and personal items for the children who are being served by House of Hope.

Cindy also reported that she made some cards for clients to put on their refrigerators to remind them of their appointments. She also made cards to distribute to potential clients regarding the Matthew 25 program.

Cathy reported that Community Meals served 85 people at the meal on April 14, 2026. Community Meals served 128 people at the community meal on May 12, 2026. She has adequate volunteers who perform an excellent job. Her funding is currently at an acceptable level but we may need to search for additional funding in the future.

Rita Grimm reported that volunteers from the Social Justice Committee served a meal at the Catholic Worker House on Thursday April 16, 2026. Approximately 40 persons were served.

Ron Grimm reported on his investigation of the Archdiocese “One Church, One Family” initiative. This program provides financial and prayerful support for immigrants in the Archdiocese. The program website at 1family.us can provide more information.

Tim Boller also reported on the request that he received from Gen Staudt regarding the Catholic Heart Work Camp which will be held in Waterloo on July 12-18, 2026. Approximately 300 young people will be coming to Waterloo to participate in service projects here in the Cedar Valley. CHWC is looking for projects and people in need who can be served by the participants in the program. Cindy will contact the Matthew 25 clients to see if they need help. 

Tim Boller reported on the Cedar Valley Global Pathways workshop for immigrants. Volunteers are needed to assist applicants in completing applications for citizenship. Volunteers must attend a 90 minute training session on May 23 or May 30 and then be available for two or three hours on June 6 to help these applicants.

It was decided to wait until early August to schedule the next Social Justice Committee meeting after the Journey in Faith transition has begun. At that time, we will discuss the reorganization of the Social Justice Committee as part of the pastorate. 
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