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MEMORANDUM

TO: 		Parish Council	

FROM: 	Timothy Boller		

DATE:		March 11, 2026

RE:		Social Justice Committee Meeting 

The Social Justice Committee met on Tuesday, March 10, 2026. Present were Joe Gardyasz, Ron Grimm, Rita Grimm, Barb Sanders, Christine Guevara and Tim Boller.

Tim Boller provided a brief report on the status of our sister Parish in Haiti, St. John Bosco. Tim has communicated recently with the Pastor, Fr. Michel. The Parish is in desperate need of a generator. The estimated cost for the project is $12,000.00. Fr. Michel definitely welcomes our support to help fund the cost of the generator. The Haiti Committee will meet on March 12 to discuss this matter and make a donation so that St. John Bosco can acquire the new generator.

Tim Boller also reported that he received an e-mail several months ago from Deacon Brian Zeman at the Archdiocese Social Justice Ministry Office asking whether our committee would be interested in participating in the Archdiocese One Family program for immigrants. Ron Grimm will do some research about the program and report at the next meeting.

Christine Guevara reported that the Cedar Valley Interfaith Council, headed by Dave Cushing at Blessed Sacrament, has formed an ad hoc committee to meet with various immigrant groups in the Cedar Valley to investigate and address their needs. Christine will keep abreast of the information gathered to determine whether the Social Justice Committee can better support the immigrants in the Cedar Valley.

There was considerable discussion about coordinating with the Cedar Valley Justice Coalition and the AMOS Social Justice organization to improve the delivery of our ministries such as Matthew 25. AMOS has extensive experience in training people regarding the delivery of social justice services and may be a good aid to Matthew 25 in generating funds and volunteers. The Cedar Valley Justice Coalition may be a means by which Matthew 25 can obtain community support for this ministry. Tim Boller and Rita Grimm will attend the next Cedar Valley Justice Coalition meeting on May 2. Barb Sanders is on the steering committee and can also obtain further information.

Christine Guevara reported on her recent visit to St. Thomas Moore Parish in Coralville and their fair trade shop. St. Thomas Moore operates a small store which is open after weekend Masses to support immigrants and other social justice organizations. Participants in the shop make religious items, food and other gift type merchandise for sale to the parishioners which is used to support these organizations. It may be something to consider for St. Patrick.

Christine Guevara also reported that Catholic Daughters is interested in having Tim Kneeland from Cedar Valley Bridges Out Of Poverty come speak to the organization. Tim Boller and Christine Guevara will contact Mr. Kneeland to see if he is interested in speaking at one of the meetings. Unfortunately, Catholic Daughters is booked for the rest of the year, but openings are available in 2027.

Joe Gardyasz reported that the Time & Talent Survey will begin in the next few weeks. He proposed doing a social justice announcement in the bulletin discussion the work of the social justice ministry in an effort to recruit parishioners to sign up for the ministry during the Time & Talent Survey. Tim Boller and Joe will coordinate this announcement.

The Social Justice Committee will be serving a meal at the Catholic Worker House on April 16, 2026. Rita Grimm will coordinate the preparation of the food. 

Cathy Hartz provided a report regarding Community Meals. On February 10, 2026 St. Patrick served 134 persons at the community meal. The menu included chicken nuggets, french fries, vegetable salad, peaches, and a variety of desserts. St. Patrick also served 156 persons at the community meal on March 10, 2026. The menu was sloppy joes, potato chips, vegetable salad, pears and a variety of desserts. 

Following the meeting, Cindy provided the Matthew 25 reports by email: 

Here is the Matthew 25 report for January:

In January, Matthew 25 served 49 households which included 126 individuals. Almost a third of the individuals we served were children - 30%. About 19% were seniors.	•

During the month of January, we distributed 3,100 pounds of food and 431 pounds of non-food items, which are primarily comprised of personal care items and basic household supplies.

The 2025 St. Patrick Parish Giving Tree was a great success. We helped provide Christmas gifts for single mothers and their children, as well as women who have aged out of foster care, 21 households in total, for residents of the House Of Hope in Waterloo. As always, they were very appreciative of our help.

We have a few new volunteers training for the phone position and a couple of volunteers who were off on medical leave, but are now back and either continuing their training where 
they left off or are working their own shifts.



Here is the Matthew 25 report for February:

In February, Matthew 25 served 45 households which included 117 individuals. Almost a third of the individuals we served were children - 32%. About 17% were seniors.

During the month of February, we distributed 2,800 pounds of food and 338 pounds of non-food items, which are primarily comprised of personal care items and basic household supplies. ,

We are still collecting for the Lenten round of blessing bags, Collection ends on Monday the 23rd. The blessing bags will be assembled by a group of students from the school on Wednesday, March 25 in the lower level gym, with the assistance of Matthew 25 volunteers.

We've had a couple phone volunteers who were training in January and have now completed their training and have taken their own shifts, so that is wonderful. After spring break, we will have a Hawkeye student begin training as a phone volunteer. She reached out to me a few weeks ago, but is currently on a mission trip in Texas so she will begin training when she gets back. She's attends Mass at St. Stephen's but she is very excited to join our ministry and she will be working around her class schedule and her work schedule to volunteer during open pantry hours.

The next Social Justice Committee meeting has been tentatively scheduled for May 12, 2026 at 5:30 p.m. at the Annex Conference Room.




