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MEMORANDUM

TO: 		Parish Council	

FROM: 	Timothy Boller		

DATE:		January 14, 2026

RE:		Social Justice Committee Meeting 

The Social Justice Committee met on Tuesday, January 13, 2026.  Present were Tim Boller, Rita Grimm, Ron Grimm, Christine Guevara, and Cindy by telephone.

Cindy reported on Matthew 25. The food pantry served 64 households for a total of 178 persons in November. 55 households for a total of 140 persons were served in December. Although the numbers were slightly down in December, the number of persons served has been steadily increasing over the past several years.

Cindy also reported on an analysis of the volunteer hours that have been spent serving the clients of Matthew 25. The number of volunteer hours has been steadily increasing. Approximately 1400 hours were spent in 2024. In 2025 1,961 volunteers hours were spent. 

Cindy also reported on the Giving Tree project for this past Christmas. It was a tremendous success. 21 families designated by the House of Hope were served.

Cindy also reported that they will be making blessing bags during Lent for distribution to the homeless in the Cedar Valley area. Cindy is currently doing an inventory to determine the items needed for the blessing bag project. She will then do bulletin announcements in February asking for various items to be donated. She has also contacted Principal Wiebers to see if the school children will once again help assemble the bags during Lent.

Tim Boller read Cathy Hartz reports regarding Community Meals. St. Patrick’s continues to serve a meal the second Tuesday of every month. 127 persons were served on Tuesday, December 9, 2025. 141 persons were served at the community meal on Tuesday, January 13, 2026. 

Tim Boller reported that Tom Hoag and he will meet with the Parish Council on February 17, 2026 to report on the various social justice projects and to discuss the possibility of resuming the social justice collection. 

Tim Boller also reported that he received an e-mail from Archidiocese Social Justice Director Deacon Brian Zeman regarding the Catholic Relief Services Rice Bowl program. The e-mail was directed to the Social Justice Committees throughout the Archidiocese asking whether the Parishes would participate in the 2026 CRS Rice Bowl program. Recent budget cuts have severely limited CRS’ ability to serve the poor involved worldwide. It was decided that Tim will look into a possible bulletin announcement discussing the CRS Rice Bowl program and directing parishioners to the website for further information and how to donate to it. Tim will talk to Joe Gardyasz about the potential bulletin announcement.

The Social Justice Committee will try to serve a meal at the Catholic Worker House. Tim Boller will look into whether the Committee can serve a meal in April, May or June. 

The next Social Justice Committee meeting has been tentatively scheduled for Tuesday, March 10, 2026.


