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Welcome Back! 

It is with great pleasure that I welcome you all to a new school year. 

The start of September always carries a special energy—fresh faces, 

new colleagues, new courses, new supplies, and most importantly, a 

new opportunity to begin again. Each year allows us to write another 

story in the lives of our students, while also opening a new chapter in 

our own journeys as educators. 

This summer, I had the privilege of attending leadership training 

through the Manitoba Teachers’ Society, where I listened to a powerful 

keynote from Dr. Izzeddin Hawamda. His presentation focused on     

addressing hatred in education, but one personal story he shared continues to resonate deeply with 

me. 

Dr. Izzeddin recalled his first day in a Manitoba classroom after immigrating to Canada from Palestine 

during high school. With limited English and little understanding of Canadian cultural norms, he often 

found himself facing unexpected challenges. One moment, in particular, struck me: in his culture, it is 

considered disrespectful to enter a room without being invited in by the host. In a school setting, that 

meant he stood waiting outside his classroom door, expecting the teacher to welcome him inside. 

While the lesson had already begun, he remained in the hallway, unseen and unacknowledged. 

Hearing this story caused me to pause and reflect. Have there been moments in my own teaching  

career when a student entered my classroom for the first time but didn’t feel welcomed? Did I always 

extend that simple, yet powerful invitation to join the learning space I had created for them? 

As educators, we know that building strong relationships is at the heart of teaching. Students need to 

feel cared for and accepted before meaningful learning can take place. The same is true within our 

union. As your president, I know that if you don’t feel welcomed and included, your experience with 

our organization will not be a positive one. 

So, here is the challenge—for you and for me: Are we making everyone feel welcome? 
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Calista English - Vincent Massey 

2025 BTA Scholarship Recipient 

Angie Rubiano Mejia - PHHS 

2025  BTA Scholarship Recipient 

Sarah Martin - Neelin  

2025 BTA Scholarship Recipient 

                                                Important Dates 

September 2nd  LIFT Registration Opens 

September 2nd  Administration Day (K-12) 

September 3rd  First Day of Classes 

September  10th  BSD/BTA Joint PD Fund applications due - 4:00 p.m. 

September 25th  BTA Council Meeting - 4:15 p.m. - Hybrid 

September 29th  Professional Development Day (K-12) 

September 30th  National Day for Truth & Reconciliation (All Schools Closed) 

October 13th   Thanksgiving Day (All Schools Closed) 

October 23rd   BTA Council Meeting 4:15 p.m. -  Hybrid 

October 24th   Professional Development Day (MTS PD Day) No Classes - K-12 

 

Brooke Fjeldsted - CPRSS 

Back 

BTA Scholarship Recipients 2024-2025 





A few sessions our members have picked for their  PD: 

Fundamentals of Structured TEACCHING 

Learning & The Brain:  Teaching Engaged Brains 

Get Your Teach On 

See Me Beautiful 

Future Ready Brains 

Broadway Teacher’s Conference 

Podium 2024 

Responsive Classroom:  EY & MY Core Course 

Assessing, & Treating Trauma Across the Lifespan 

Take Me Outside 2025 : Outdoor Learning  

Conference 

6th National Center for Trauma Informed  

Practices 

National Council of Teachers of English Annual Conference 

CEC 2024 Special Education Convention & Expo 



 

 

MTS Beginning Teachers’ Handbook 

The Beginning Teachers’ Handbook developed by MTS 
consists of a list of helpful  resources including: 

• At a Glance          

• Welcome to Teaching 

• MTS Services 

• Knowing the Code 

• Work with Others in Schools 

• Parental/Guardian involvement and Communication  

• Professional Development  

• Special Area Groups of Educators & MTS PD Day 

• Teacher Evaluation 








