2026 Pioneer Days Queen 
Elizabeth Dianne Darden Roberts 
    Born on a sunny Thursday, September 7, 1944, our 2026 Pioneer Day Parade Queen, Elizabeth Dianne Darden Roberts, began her life's journey as an Oklahoma Panhandle Pioneering Woman. However, Dianne's legacy actually began generations before as a descendant of the large Nichols family of seamen living in England. Arriving in America in the early 1800's, they settled first in Virginia, then in Danford, Illinois, where they were during the Civil War. When the war was over, they ventured west and became farmers and businessmen. 
   In the summer of 1905, before official statehood, James R. and Lizzie Nichols departed Roosevelt, Oklahoma, landing in western Kansas. JR had a knack for real estate and realized that Oklahoma was prime for statehood and profitable for investment. He called upon his entire family and his best friends, LW and Rose Shields, to move to what was soon to be "Beaver County" in the Oklahoma Panhandle. 
The entire Nichols family arrived and settled in the Guymon and Texhoma communities. Many relatives instantly took to farming and raising livestock despite the rough climate and many challenges. JR's goal was to begin buying parcels of land. Today, his land is still held by generations of his lineage: the Roberts, Fowlers, Slaters, Nichols, and best friends, LW and Rose Shields. Our queen, Dianne Roberts, and her husband, Mickey, still live on one of her great-grandfather's original purchases, 5 miles west of Guymon, just off Hwy 54. 
  JR and Lizzie Nichols had a daughter, Mary Elizabeth, called Mayme. She graduated from Guymon High School and married Albert Francis Burch on October 5, 1918, in Amarillo, Texas. (They were later to become Dianne's grandparents.) Albert had the unique job of counting railroad cars for the Panhandle and Santa Fe Railway (P&SF). Mayme opened a boarding house at what is now 5th and Academy Street in Guymon. She and Albert had a daughter, Francis Jeanne Burch, on January 5, 1921, who would become Dianne's mother. 
  It was during the Great Depression that Albert lost his company, the Cadillac dealership in Guymon, due to the lack of sales. Albert also lost multiple real estate holdings, so Mayme had to continue to do more jobs. In addition to the boarding house, she also gave private piano lessons. During this time, however, they also lost their house and had to move to the farm owned by Jeanne's grandfather, JR Nichols. The Great Depression, the Dust Bowl, and droughts wrecked havoc on so many lives and families. Truly, only the strongest survived. 
   Being a teenager, Jeanne would stay in Guymon during the week with her aunt, Chloe Nichols Lancaster, and her cousin and best friend, Jereldean Lancaster (Jere), then go back to the farm to be with her parents for the weekend. After high school graduation, Jeanne and Jere enrolled in Panhandle Agricultural and Mechanical College in Goodwell. 
   Jeanne married James Howard Darden in the home of her parents shortly before he officially enlisted in the Army Air Force just before the beginning of WWII. In 1942, before the official war, James and Jeanne had a baby daughter, named Jereldean Linda Darden (Jinda). The impending war expanded from Europe to Africa to Asia, China, and Japan on a scale no one could have initially predicted, and James was called into service. During the war, he christened three of his B29 Superfortress, called the Flying Coffin, with the name of his daughter, Jereldean. He often wrote home, sharing stories of his time in the military while waiting for his next order. Many of the letters were dissected and cut by military sensors to maintain the secrecy of any classified locations and missions. All in all, he wrote over 300 letters, which the family treasures. 
   His second daughter, Elizabeth Dianne Darden, our Queen, was the daughter he held only once, the day she was born, September 7, 1944. Captain James Howard Darden selflessly volunteered to take a second tour over the Sea of Japan in hopes that this would bring an end to this horrific war. Unfortunately, the outcome was not favorable. The war continued for another year, and Captain James Howard Darden (the pilot) and his entire crew sacrificed their lives in hopes their family and yours would have a better world, free of tyranny, in which to live. His B29 Superfortress was shot down over the Sea of Japan on December 10, 1944. None of the crew was ever located. He was declared dead on December 10, 1945. He served in the Pacific, African, and Asian theaters, including the US Air Force 877th Bomber Squadron and 499th Bomber Group, Very Heavy. His awards were the Distinguished Flying Cross, the Air Medal with 3 Oak Leaf Clusters, and the Purple Heart. 
   Imagine Jeanne Burch Darden, newly married, and now newly widowed, with two young daughters, ages two and the baby, only a few months old. Thankfully, she had the overwhelming tribe of generations of family within reach to help her with the raising of both Jinda and Dianne. 
   Growing up in Guymon, Dianne was showered with love and surrounded by encouragement to chase her dreams. After graduating from Guymon High School, she attended Oklahoma Panhandle State College of Agriculture and Applied Science (OPSU) in Goodwell. Dianne's passion was music. It was at one of her piano concerts that she caught the attention of Mickey Roberts. Dianne and Mickey were married on October 18, 1962, in Guymon, with her sister, Jinda, as her maid of honor. It was not until later that she would return to college and graduate with an accounting degree from Oklahoma Panhandle State University. Her husband's stepfather, Clarence Hammers, was one of the professors during the time of her attendance. Dianne began working at the City National Bank and Trust Company under the leadership of its president, George Gear, a close family friend of her grandparents, Albert and Mayme Burch. Dianne was known at City National Bank for her ability to win almost every challenge on the proof machine. She could key in the code more quickly than the machine could punch it out. Her ability to 10-key was on point. Dianne finally moved on to become an accountant, having been hired by Zigler and Oakes. She spent 16 tax seasons there before it became apparent that Dianne wanted more. 
   On a dare and a prayer, Dianne and a co-worker, Peggy Keenan, tendered their resignations from Zigler and Oakes to strike out on their own accounting firm, Roberts and Keenan, in September 1981. They struggled, just like any new business, but this was a bit more challenging, as it was Guymon's first female-owned accounting firm. Those early years were tight and lean for Dianne and Peggy, but failure was not an option for these pioneering women. 
   Dianne has served her community tirelessly, with her first civic move in 1981, joining the Guymon Chamber of Commerce, and driving for Meals on Wheels. She was the first woman to be asked to join Toastmasters of Guymon, where she was a member for 3 1/2 years. She served many years as a volunteer and officer with the Chamber of Commerce and the Pioneer Days Old-Timers Committee. Dianne was the first woman to be asked to join the Guymon Rotary Club, where she has served for nearly 40 years on both the local and district levels. She has served 3 years on the board of directors of the Memorial Hospital of Texas County, several years' service on the Texas County Memorial Foundation, and 15 years on the board of the Dr. WF and Mada Dunaway Manor. Additionally, she is a founding member and current officer of one of the area's largest charitable foundations, the Guymon Community Enrichment Foundation. Dianne was the recipient of the prestigious Dale Citizenship Award in 1988, Rotarian of the Year, Ambassador of the Year, and countless others throughout her successful career and life as a mother, citizen, businesswoman, and, most importantly, a Christian. 
   With her family history, patriotism has always been an important part of Dianne's life. In 1978, she noticed there were no flags on veterans' graves in Elmhurst Cemetery except those that families had placed. Dianne visited with Peggy, and they began to find out why. When they visited with older veterans at the American Legion, they were told: "We (veterans) just got old and can't do it anymore." Dianne and Peggy decided they and their families could put out the flags, and asked if flags were available. The veterans again said, "No, the flags were also worn out." Dianne went to the city for a map of veterans' graves and was told there was not one. She, then, went to the funeral homes and again was told the same thing. On June 1, 1978, Dianne and Peggy began spending each weekend of that summer walking the cemetery, mapping out the graves of the veterans. By October, they had their simple maps and were ready for the next Memorial Day, except there were no flags! They went to the American Legion, but there were no funds, so Dianne approached several Guymon businessmen who funded the cost of the flags. For about two years, Dianne, Peggy, and their families placed and removed the flags on Memorial Day. Then, in 1982, Chet and Dee Krone returned to Guymon and began helping. Within a few years, Chet, the American Legion veterans, and many volunteers took over the project. Now, the cemetery and Main Street are decorated with flags and banners honoring our veterans several times each year. 
   Dianne is a proud, generational Panhandle resident. There is no place she would rather reside. She often is a testament to that when visiting family that has moved to the metropolitan areas. She is quick to remind them of the benefits and luxury one is afforded when their zip code is 73942. Today, Dianne and her husband, Mickey, still live on some of her great-grandfather, JR Nichols' original land, 5 miles west of Guymon, just off Highway 54. They have two children: Ricki Dianne (Roberts) Long of Pampa, Texas, and Rick Ray Roberts of Guymon. Both of their children attended and graduated from Goodwell High School. 
   Randi (Roberts) Long graduated from OPSU and married Mark Long of Guymon. They have two children: Lacie Nichole (Long) Jones of Pampa, Texas, and Landon Christopher Long of Edmond, Oklahoma. Both of the grandchildren call Dianne "Honey" instead of grandmother because Dianne is so sweet and loving to them. Dianne and Mickey have six great-grandchildren. Lacie's children are Cayden, Bryson, and Layla Jones, and Landon's family includes Lawson, Londyn, and Livvy Long. 
   Rick Roberts graduated from Oklahoma State University. He is a business partner in the evolving firm, Roberts Partners LLC, formerly Roberts & Keenan, located in Guymon. They work closely as a team, often working with Randi, who is also a talented accountant and has her own private accounting firm in Pampa, Texas. 

   Dianne will be remembered for her kindness, generosity, and Oklahoma Panhandle spirit, and compassion to those in need. Her story has not even begun to decline because she is still hard at work! 
