2026 Pioneer Day Parade Marshall 
Clarence Thrasher 
Our 2026 Pioneer Day Parade Marshall represents all the pioneer men who, along with their families, braved the many hardships to homestead in the Oklahoma Panhandle and build a legacy for their descendants. Clarence Thrasher is one of those descendants who has lived in the Texhoma area all but a few of his almost 100 years. Clarence, now retired, built his own operation upon that homesteading farm and ranch legacy during his nearly 70-year career as a farmer and rancher. 
Clarence's roots trace back many, many generations to William Thrasher, who was a farmer in Suffolk County, England, then to Isaac Thrasher, who was born at sea in 1764, as the family was migrating from England to the United States. They originally settled in Morristown, New Jersey, about 30 miles west of where the Statue of Liberty now stands. From there, the family migrated to the fertile land of Eastern Tennessee, then to Cumberland County, Kentucky. It has now been over 200 years since his family first immigrated to America, and Clarence has lived for almost 100 of those years as a pioneer in the Oklahoma Panhandle! Clarence's father, Joe Thrasher, left Kentucky in 1902, always eager to see what was on the other side of the hill. He traveled to Texas and Kansas, then worked the wheat harvest in Oklahoma in 1902, before returning to Kentucky to marry Mary Jane Huddleston on January 26, 1905. Upon hearing of the wonderful farm land with expansive wheat fields in "No-Man's Land", just west of Oklahoma Territory, Mary's father, John Huddleston, joined Joe's desire to go west. 
Taking advantage of 29-dollar round-trip tickets offered by the Rock Island Railroad, Joe Thrasher and his father-in-law, John Huddleston, traveled from Kentucky to Guymon, Oklahoma, on July 4, 1906, to secure homestead land north of Texhoma. Upon finalizing the arrangements, they returned home. Joe sold his unharvested crop right in the field, preparing to load four families' belongings on two wagons for the journey. Their group consisted of four families: Joe & Mary Thrasher, John & Sarah Huddleston, Sam "Moses" & Mattie Huddleston, A.B. "Brance" Huddleston, and Judson Huddleston. The women and children, together with Mary's parents, took the train, and the men and older boys took the wagons. 
   The wagon journey took close to eight weeks. On good days, they covered more than 30 miles. Because of a snowstorm, they had to stay in a wagon yard three days before pushing on into Guymon to meet the rest of the family two days after Thanksgiving, 1906. 
   Upon reaching the homestead, 13 miles north and two miles west of Texhoma, the family immediately went to work building a dugout to live in. This was still prior to Oklahoma achieving statehood in 1907. While getting settled, the Thrashers temporarily stayed in a small shack owned by Marion Tuttle, a mile west of their land. Clarence's father, Joe, plowed sod for both himself and Mr. Tuttle. His first crops included kaffir corn, milo, and broom corn. After five years living on their property and "proving up" his homestead, Joe Thrasher was granted a Certificate of Homestead in December 1911, and a Homestead Patent in October 1912, for 160 acres in Texas County, Oklahoma, as a settler of public domain land. 
Over the next two years, Joe supplemented their income by working part-time for the Anchor D ranch, earning $25 to $30 a month. The second year, they had a water well drilled. That was a big event in homesteading life, and community milestones soon followed with the first school built around 1912, sharing the building with church services and community events. 
In 1912, Clarence's dad traded his homestead for property at Duke, Missouri, and moved his family there, where he served as the local postmaster and ran a mercantile store. However, Joe admitted they starved out there and returned to the Panhandle two years later. Farming proved lucrative over the next decade, but Joe caught the moving fever once more in 1925, relocating the family to Mammoth Springs, Arkansas. Just two days after arriving, their house caught fire, destroying every building and leaving the large family with nothing. Undeterred, they stayed there three years, living in a tent while Joe rebuilt their house. 
Clarence Thrasher was born on August 9, 1926, in Mammoth Springs, Arkansas, about a year after fire had taken their home. He was the tenth of eleven children, joining five older brothers and four older sisters. A younger sister completed the family in 1929. Clarence was just two years old when the family once again moved back to the Panhandle, settling within a few miles of the original homestead. 
Growing up in a massive Panhandle family shaped Clarence's early memories. He often compared it to a modern "blended" family; his oldest siblings were graduating from college or getting married before he even started school, and he still had a younger sibling at home. With so many children for one mother to manage alone, Clarence remembered his oldest sister as "Mother Clara". 
   For his first four years of education, Clarence attended the Pleasant Hills School, a one-room schoolhouse built about 1915. It was located 14 miles north of Texhoma and 1 mile west. He walked the two miles to school each day with his brothers and sisters. The school housed about 20 students, including the Keylon, Spruell, and Lyle children, alongside Clarence's siblings and Huddleston cousins. His early teachers included Rosella Kern, Spivey Rainey, Zula Chrismon, Amy Sanborun, Bessie Stice, Carrie Landess, and Bob Smith. Clarence fondly remembers the school hosting special programs for every holiday, packing the tiny building full of families. Recess was spent playing games like "Annie Over" and "Red Rover". Because the school lacked a water well, the teacher had to haul drinking water from their own home for the students.
   When Pleasant Hills School closed in 1938, the students were bused into the Texhoma School District. Clarence attended the Texhoma schools from fifth grade through his high school graduation in 1944. Like most farm boys, Clarence had daily assigned chores. By the time he graduated from high school, most of his older brothers had already left home to start their own families and careers, making Clarence indispensable to his father during the crucial summer wheat harvest and fall planting seasons. 
Because this coincided with World War II, Clarence utilized the Farm-School deferment program to avoid the draft. He attended Panhandle A&M College during the spring semesters and worked the family farm the rest of the year. By 1951, the military draft required more recruits, and it became clear his deferment would be denied. Proactively, Clarence enlisted in the U.S. Air Force, leaving college before finishing the spring semester for boot camp at Lowry Air Base in Denver. After basic training, he was stationed at Bergstrom Air Base in Austin, Texas, serving as part of the 27th Fighter Wing. Upon receiving his honorable 
discharge, Clarence returned home to farm with his dad. Joe Thrasher developed a medical condition that forced him into early retirement by age 70, and Clarence was asked to take over the family farm and ranch operations, leaving his college degree unfinished. 
   In 1953, Clarence Thrasher married Mildred Ford, whose family farmed just east of Keyes, Oklahoma. They had a son, Jimmy, "Jim" Thrasher, the next year, on May 1st. Those early farming years were incredibly tough, plagued by drought and relentless dust storms, reminiscent of the "Dirty Thirties". Clarence recalls that he didn't make a crop worth harvesting for his first five years. When the Blizzard of 1957 hit, the family had moved from the Davison farmhouse to a larger ranch-style house in Texhoma. The storm produced snow drifts that were taller than houses. Clarence literally had to tunnel out to the mailbox, and distinctly remembers a neighbor driving his tractor over a 10-foot drift near Joe and Mary Thrasher's home. The blizzard caused a great loss of livestock, but the moisture brought the first profit-making crop since 1949 for many farmers. 
To navigate these unpredictable seasons, Clarence developed a financial rule of thumb: the farm might turn a profit two years out of five, and the livestock might be profitable three years out of five, but to consistently pay the bills, he relied on custom haying, custom hauling, working at the Texhoma Livestock Auction, and picking up odd jobs. 
Clarence was the Scale Master for the Texhoma Livestock Auction, running the scales at each week's auction to weigh each pen of livestock that was sold for 15 years. He was an active supporter of Texhoma's high school athletic program and was equally devoted to the FFA program. He helped his son and other FFA members to select and raise show calves and other livestock for the Texas County Fair and the county Junior Livestock Show in the spring. He was a Farmer-Sponsor of the end of year FFA trip for eight years, and was presented the Honorary FFA Chapter Farmer award in 1973. 
In March of 1973, Clarence married Pauline Smith of Texhoma, a widow with two grown children: Stan Smith and Sherry Parsons. Stan is deceased, and Sherry later married Tom Diller. Both Stan and Sherry were Texhoma High School graduates, as were Sherry's two daughters. 
Clarence's son, Jim Thrasher, married Brenda Collins in 1974. She was also a graduate of Texhoma High School. After attending college at Wayland Baptist University in Plainview, Texas, Jim built a career in the finance and information technology areas of Pioneer Hi-Bred International Seed Company, retiring in 2020 with 43 years of service. Jim and Brenda raised two daughters while living in Urbandale, Iowa. Both daughters now have their own families, living a few miles south of Phoenix, Arizona, giving Jim and Brenda five grandchildren. Jim and Brenda moved from Iowa back to rural Texhoma in 2023, where Jim is again helping his dad with the farm, just a little slower than fifty-plus years ago. 
Clarence Thrasher's farm and ranch career in the Panhandle of Oklahoma has spanned almost 70 years. In addition to the 15 years at Texhoma Livestock Auction, Clarence has served several years on the Texhoma Volunteer Fire Department and the Texhoma, Texas, City Board. He also served on the Texas County USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) committee for 9 years, and on the Sherman County, Texas, Appraisal District for 10 years from 1991 to 1999. 
Like his parents, Clarence's cornerstone of life has been his faith in God. He grew up attending the James Church of God north of Texhoma with his family. He fully committed his life to God after getting married in 1953. Clarence cherishes his time teaching the Junior Boys Sunday School class at the First Baptist Church in Texhoma, and later the Youth and Young Married classes. He sponsored summer trips to Glorietta Baptist Camp, helped maintain the Texhoma Baptist cabin at Gibson campgrounds east of Hardesty, Oklahoma, and sponsored youth who attended summer camps there. 
In the early 1900's, Clarence and Pauline became charter members of the Grace Southern Baptist Church in Guymon. As the congregation grew, they purchased and renovated the old Ideal Grocery Store building on Main Street. Clarence and Pauline attended there for almost 30 years, with Clarence enjoying his time teaching the adult and senior men's Bible classes. 
Now retired at 99 years old, Clarence still enjoys having a cup of coffee almost every morning (except Sundays) at the No-Man's Land Café, located in the Texhoma Livestock Exchange Building, visiting with his son, Jim, and a host of friends in the Texhoma area. A few farm friends from Guymon, Goodwell, or Stratford still stop in once in a while, too. True to his roots, Clarence still drives out to the farm, occasionally, to check the livestock, always finding time to do a little tinkering in his equipment barn, and he became noticed by Guymon friends, still driving himself the twenty-plus miles to Guymon for church and lunch on Sundays. 
We look forward to celebrating Clarence's 100th birthday in August! 
