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CLERGY
Pastor:

Rev. Alonzo Garcia
fralonzo@stritainthedesert.org

Deacon:
Ron Desmarais

deaconron@stritainthedesert.org

Confesiones

SATURDAY | Sabádo
3:30 pm—4:30 pm
In the church or by
appointment
En la iglesia o por cita

Horario de Misas

SATURDAY | Sabádo
5:00 pm—English
SUNDAY | Domingo
8:00 am—English
10:00 am—English
12:00 pm—Spanish

WEEKEND MASS 

WEEKday MASS 
IN SHRINE
Misa Diaria en el
Santuario

MONDAY-FRIDAY |
De Lunes a Viernes
8:00 am —English

Confession

Adoration
FRIDAY | Viernes
8:30 am—9:30 am
In the church or by
appointment
En la iglesia o por cita

Parish office
Horario de Oficina

MONDAY-
WEDNESDAY | De
Lunes a Miércoles 
8:30 am-4:00 pm

THURSDAY  | Jueves
8:00 am-2:00 pm

FRIDAY | Viernes
9:00 am-1:00pm

Office closed 
12pm—1pm daily

St. Rita in the Desert
Catholic Church

April 19, 2026

3rd Sunday of Easter
"Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked

with us on the road?" (Luke 24:32)
"¿No ardía nuestro corazón mientras nos hablaba en

el camino?" (Lucas 24:32)

Reflection: 
In the story of the Road to Emmaus, two disciples
journey in sadness, unable to recognize the risen
Jesus walking with them. As He explains the
Scriptures and breaks bread with them, their eyes
are opened to His presence. This passage invites
us to reflect on how Jesus walks with us in our
daily lives, often unrecognized. Like the disciples,
our hearts can burn with His truth when we open
ourselves to His Word and presence in the
sacraments. How often do we fail to recognize
Jesus in our midst? Let us ask for the grace to see
Him in our encounters and let our hearts be set
aflame with His love.

Socratic Question:
How can you become more aware of Jesus'
presence in your everyday life, letting His love
guide your actions and decisions?

Reflexión:
En la historia del camino a Emaús, dos discípulos
caminan tristes, sin reconocer al Jesús resucitado
que va con ellos. Al explicarles las Escrituras y
compartir el pan, sus ojos se abren a Su
presencia. Este pasaje nos invita a reflexionar
sobre cómo Jesús camina con nosotros en nuestra
vida diaria, a menudo sin ser reconocido. Al igual
que los discípulos, nuestros corazones pueden
arder con Su verdad cuando nos abrimos a Su
Palabra y presencia en los sacramentos. ¿Cuántas
veces fallamos en reconocer a Jesús entre
nosotros? Pidamos la gracia de verlo en nuestros
encuentros y dejar que nuestros corazones se
enciendan con Su amor.

Pregunta socrática:
¿Cómo puedes estar más consciente de la
presencia de Jesús en tu vida diaria, dejando que
Su amor guíe tus acciones y decisiones?

Source: Truthly App

https://www.stritainthedesert.org/
mailto:fralonzo@stritainthedesert.org
mailto:deaconron@stritainthedesert.org
https://www.stritainthedesert.org/
https://www.stritainthedesert.org/
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COLLECTIONS | Colecta

https://www.stritainthedesert.org
select “Giving” and then “Online Giving”

St. Rita staff              (520) 762-9688
Administrative Assistant:                       Chris Metzger
adminassist@stritainthedesert.org

Secretary:                                                 Veronica Garcia
secretary@stritainthedesert.org

Business Manager:                              Louise Azzopardi
businessmgr@stritainthedesert.org

Compliance:                                              Mary Morgan
compliance@stritainthedesert.org

Bulletin Editor:                                       Kathy Lockard
bulletin@stritainthedesert.org

Facilities Manager:                                             Rob King
rob@stritainthedesert.org

Maintenance:                                                        Bill Cline

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION STAFF

Email bulletin request(s) to:
bulletin@stritainthedesert.org 
By 10am on the Wednesday before the Sunday
you want it published.

BULLETIN DEADLINE & Questions

If you have a family member or know of a
parishioner in the St. Rita area in need of
having the Eucharist brought to them
regularly, please contact the Parish Office.

HOMEBOUND EUCHARIST

520-543-8415
Emergency anointing of the sick

In accordance with Canon 948, if any faithful
would like the Mass to be offered for their
individual intention only, please make your
request at the Parish Office.

Mass intentions available

Contact Youth Minister or OCIA
director

Confirmation

Marriage arrangements must be
made 4 months in advance. Visit
https://www.stritainthedesert.org/
marriage for more information.

Marriage

•Fridays following 8am Mass for
1hr
•1  Sunday of each month at st

3-4pm in the John XXIII

Adoration of the blessed sacrament
Every 1  Friday at 8am MassstAnointing of the sick

Visit stritainthedesert.org
LITURGY|SACRAMENTS|BAPTISM
and complete the Intent to Baptize
Form

Baptisms

PARISH INFORMATION

Director of Religious Education:  Geraldine Durman
dre@stritainthedesert.org

Youth Ministry:                                     Carolyn Reynolds
msyouth@stritainthedesert.org
hsyouth@stritainthedesert.org

OCIA Coordinator:                  Michelle Quinn Crowley
ocia@stritainthedesert.org

Music Ministry:                       Nancy Campman Crofts
music@stritainthedesert.org

Catholic Brotherhood Group:                    Jayme Kahle
jkahle25@gmail.com 

Women’s Bible Study:                                   Irene Toews
irenetoews@cox.net

Guild of St. Rita:
guild@stritainthedesert.org

ORGANIZATIONS & MINISTRIES

April 12, 2026

Offertory: $6,220.79
Rectory Debt: $2,026.10
Campus Maint: $250.60

Thank you for your support.
God bless you!

https://www.osvhub.com/stritainthedesert/giving/funds
mailto:adminassist@stritainthedesert.org
mailto:secretary@stritainthedesert.org
mailto:businessmgr@stritainthedesert.org
mailto:compliance@stritainthedesert.org
mailto:bulletin@stritainthedesert.org
mailto:rob@stritainthedesert.org
mailto:bulletin@stritainthedesert.org
mailto:bulletin@stritainthedesert.org
https://www.stritainthedesert.org/marriage
https://www.stritainthedesert.org/marriage
https://www.stritainthedesert.org/baptism
https://osvhub.com/stritainthedesert/forms/intent-to-baptize
mailto:dre@stritainthedesert.org
mailto:msyouth@stritainthedesert.org
mailto:hsyouth@stritainthedesert.org
mailto:ocia@stritainthedesert.org
mailto:music@stritainthedesert.org
mailto:jkahle25@gmail.com
mailto:jkahle25@gmail.com
mailto:irenetoews@cox.net
mailto:guild@stritainthedesert.org
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THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER

The story of the Road to Emmaus is not just about two disciples long ago.

It is about us.

Each of us is on a journey—
and Christ is walking with us.

✠ Why Didn’t They Recognize Him?

The Gospel tells us:

“Their eyes were prevented from recognizing him.”

This raises an important question:

Why?

Because they were:
Focused on disappointment
Locked into their own expectations
Unable to see beyond their grief

The same can happen to us.

We miss Christ’s presence because:
We are distracted
We are discouraged
We are focused on what we expected God to do

✠ Christ Is Already There

The Emmaus story teaches us something essential:

Christ is already present—before we recognize Him.
In our struggles
In our conversations
In our daily routines

We do not bring Christ into our lives—
we learn to notice Him already there.

✠ The Invitation: “Stay with Us”

As evening approaches, the disciples say: “Stay with us.”

This simple invitation changes everything.

Faith grows when we invite Christ in:
Into our homes
Into our routines
Into our struggles

A simple prayer — “Lord, stay with me”— can transform an ordinary day.

Seeing with New Eyes: Living the Emmaus Story Today
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THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER

✠ The Eucharist: Where We See Clearly

It is in the breaking of the bread that their eyes are opened.

This is why the Eucharist is central to our faith.

In every Mass:

Christ is truly present
Christ is offered to us
Christ is received by us

The same Jesus on the road to Emmaus is present on the altar.

✠ Returning with Joy

After recognizing Jesus, the disciples immediately return to Jerusalem.

Even though it is night.
Even though the journey is long.

Encounter leads to urgency.

When we truly encounter Christ:
We want to share Him
We want to return to community
We want to witness to others

✠ A Simple Emmaus Challenge

Live this Gospel this week:

✔ Walk with Awareness
Pause and notice where God is present in your day

✔ Listen to His Word
Read the daily Gospel and reflect for 5 minutes

✔ Invite Him In
Pray: “Lord, stay with me”

✔ Go and Share
Encourage someone in their faith

✠ Closing Prayer

Lord Jesus, You walk beside me even when I do not see You. Open my eyes to recognize
Your presence in Scripture, in the Eucharist, and in my daily life. 

Stay with me, Lord, and set my heart on fire with Your love.
Amen

Seeing with New Eyes: Living the Emmaus Story Today cont.
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GOSPEL MEDITATION

In the Luke 24:13-35,
In the Gospel story of the Road to Emmaus, we
find two disciples walking away from Jerusalem
in the aftermath of Jesus' crucifixion. They are
consumed by confusion and sorrow, unable to
see that the risen Jesus is accompanying them.
As He walks with them, Jesus explains the
Scriptures, revealing how all the events point to
Him. It is only when He breaks bread with them
that their eyes are opened, and they recognize
Him. This encounter encourages us to reflect on
the ways Jesus is present in our lives, especially
in moments of doubt and despair. Through the
Word and the Eucharist, Jesus kindles a fire
within our hearts, awakening us to His abiding
presence and love.

Socratic Question:
In what ways can you invite Jesus to walk with
you on your journey, allowing His Word and
presence to transform your perspective and
bring clarity to your life?

En Lucas 24:13-35, 
En la historia del Evangelio del camino a Emaús,
encontramos a dos discípulos alejándose de
Jerusalén después de la crucifixión de Jesús.
Están consumidos por la confusión y la tristeza,
incapaces de ver que Jesús resucitado los
acompaña. Mientras camina con ellos, Jesús les
explica las Escrituras, revelando cómo todos los
eventos apuntan hacia Él. Solo al partir el pan
sus ojos se abren y lo reconocen. Este encuentro
nos invita a reflexionar sobre las formas en que
Jesús está presente en nuestras vidas,
especialmente en momentos de duda y
desesperación. A través de la Palabra y la
Eucaristía, Jesús enciende un fuego en nuestros
corazones, despertándonos a su presencia y
amor constantes.

Pregunta Socrática en Español:
¿De qué maneras puedes invitar a Jesús a
caminar contigo en tu jornada, permitiendo
que Su Palabra y presencia transformen tu
perspectiva y traigan claridad a tu vida?

DID YOU KNOW...

3rd SUNDAY of easter
The Third Sunday of Easter, when we reflect on the Gospel story of the Road to Emmaus, traditionally
emphasizes the importance of recognizing Jesus' presence in the breaking of the bread. This narrative from
Luke 24:13-35 highlights the significance of the Eucharist as central to Christian worship and faith from the
earliest days of the Church. This encounter with the risen Christ in the breaking of the bread prefigures the
celebration of the Mass, where Catholics believe Jesus is truly present in the Eucharist.

Historical Significance:
Throughout history, this Gospel story has been reflected in Christian art, depicting the profound moment
when the disciples' eyes are opened. The story has resonated deeply with the faithful as a call to awareness
and recognition of Christ's presence in our midst, reinforcing the centrality of the Eucharist in our faith
journey.

Reflection Question:
How does the Eucharist serve as a source of strength and clarity for you in recognizing Jesus' presence in
your life?

This day serves to remind us of the transformative power of meeting Christ in the Eucharist, inviting
Christians to be attentive to His presence and action in our lives and communities. 

via truthly app



Mass intentions
Intenciones de misa

This week in
the parish

Readings &
observances

WEEKLY CALENDAR, INTENTIONS, OBSERVATIONS & READINGS
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Saturday April 18
5:00 pm 
Men & Women in the
Military

Sunday April 19
8:00 am 
✟Tom Mach

10:00 am 
✟Louisa & Joe Moreno &
Family

12:00 pm 
Living & Deceased of St.
Rita

Monday April 20
8:00 am
United States Armed
Forces

Tuesday April 21
8:00 am 
St. Rita Office Staff

Wednesday April 22
8:00 am 
First Responders

Thursday April 23
8:00 am 
Poor Souls in Purgatory

Friday April 24
8:00 am 
St. Rita

Sunday, April 19
3rd Sunday of Easter

Pope St. Leo IX
St. Expeditus

8:00 am - Mass (English) 
10:00 am - Mass (English)
12:00 noon - Mass (Spanish)
3:00 pm - Shrine

Monday, April 20
St. Agnes of Montepulciano
Pope St. Anicetus

8:00 am Mass (English)
8:30 am Divine Mercy Chaplet
6:00 pm Men’s Group (Oscar
Romero Room)

Tuesday, April 21
Saint Anselm of
Canterbury
St. Conrad of Parzham

8:00 am Mass (English)
8:30 am Divine Mercy Chaplet

Wednesday, April 22
Pope St. Caius
Pope St. Soter

8:00 am - Mass (English)
8:30 am Divine Mercy Chaplet
9:00 am Women’s Scripture
Study (Oscar Romero Room)

Thursday, April 23
Saint George
St. Adalbert of Prague

8:00 am - Mass (English)
8:30 am Divine Mercy Chaplet

Friday, April 24
St. Fidelis of Sigmaringen

8:00 am - Mass
8:30 am Eucharist Adoration

Saturday, April 25
St. Mark the Evangelist

5 pm - Mass (John XXIII)
source:  young-catholics.com

FIRST READING:
"This Jesus God raised up,
and of that we are all
witnesses." (Acts 2:32)

RESPONSORIAL PSALM:
"You will show me the
path to life." (Ps 16:11)

SECOND READING:
"You were ransomed with
the precious blood of
Christ." (1 Pt 1:18-19)

GOSPEL:
"Were not our hearts
burning within us while
he spoke to us on the
way?" (Lk 24:32)

Sunday, April 19
Acts 2:14, 22-33 | Ps 16:1-2, 5,
7-8, 9-10, 11 | 1 Pt 1:17-21 | Lk
24:13-35

Monday, April 20
Acts 6:8-15 | Ps 119:23-24, 26-
27, 29-30 | Jn 6:22-29

Tuesday, April 21
Acts 7:51—8:1a | Ps 31:3cd-4, 6,
7b, 8a, 17, 21ab | Jn 6:30-35

Wednesday, April 22
Acts 8:1b-8 | Ps 66:1-3a, 4-5,
6-7a | Jn 6:35-40

Thursday, April 23
Acts 8:26-40 | Ps 66:8-9, 16-
17, 20 | Jn 6:44-51

Friday, April 24
Acts 9:1-20 | Ps 117:1bc, 2 | Jn
6:52-59

Saturday, April 25
1 Pt 5:5b-14 | Ps 89:2-3, 6-7,
16-17 | Mk 16:15-20

https://young-catholics.com/80598/pope-st-leo-ix/
https://young-catholics.com/80598/pope-st-leo-ix/
https://young-catholics.com/80600/st-expeditus/
https://young-catholics.com/80604/st-agnes-of-montepulciano/
https://young-catholics.com/80607/pope-st-anicetus/
https://young-catholics.com/80607/pope-st-anicetus/
https://young-catholics.com/394/st-anselm-of-canterbury/
https://young-catholics.com/394/st-anselm-of-canterbury/
https://young-catholics.com/80611/st-conrad-of-parzham/
https://young-catholics.com/80615/pope-st-caius/
https://young-catholics.com/80615/pope-st-caius/
https://young-catholics.com/80617/pope-st-soter/
https://young-catholics.com/8428/saint-george/
https://young-catholics.com/80620/st-adalbert-of-prague/
https://young-catholics.com/78099/st-fidelis-of-sigmaringen/
https://young-catholics.com/78099/st-fidelis-of-sigmaringen/
https://young-catholics.com/22770/st-mark-the-evangelist/
https://young-catholics.com/79987/calendar-of-saints-and-observances/#feb
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Outreach Ministry
Join us as we provide support
every week to our Meals to Grow
Program, Food Bank and other
critical human needs in our
community. Email:
outreach@stritainthedesert.org

Pastoral Council
Currently on hold, seeking
someone to assist in leading it.
Contact front office if interested.

Porter’s of St. Joseph
Email:
porters@stritainthedesert.org

Right to Life
Email: rtl@stritainthedesert.org

Family Faith Formation
www.watch.formed.org

Vocations
Contact Mr. Adam LaGuardia:
Vocations@stritainthedesert.org

Welcome Committee
If you are interested in joining the
Welcoming Team, submit your
Welcoming Team request form
online. 

Guild of St. Rita
Volunteers manage our beautiful
Gift shop, plan our St. Rita's feast
day celebration & host many
other parish events as requested.
Join us every 2nd & 4th Wed of
the month | 6pm | Mother Teresa
Rm | Email:
guild@stritainthedesert.org

Sewing Angels
All are welcome to join. Meet us in
the church hall every Wednesday
from 9:30 am - 12:30 pm

Mujeres De Fe (Women of
Faith)
Para mas Informacion
Coordinadora:  
Gabriela Hrdlirka (915) 539-0985
gawoho@gmail.com

If you are interested in getting
more information and/or
registering for a Retreat Weekend,
please call (520) 743-6777 or visit
RachelsVineyard.org

El praesidium de
St.Rita se llama "Maria
Puerta del Cielo" y se
reune los Martes a las
6:00 de la tarde en el 

salon Oscar Romero, o puedes
contactar a Sandra (520)395-7225
or email:
legiondemaria@stritainthedesert.
org

Liturgical Ministries Parish Ministries External ministries

Lead with Faith.
Protect your Family.

Serve Others.
Defend Your Values.

BECOME A KNIGHT
Catholic Men 18+
visit our website:
https://www.kofc14230.org or
contact John Cuddy at:
john.cuddy@yahoo.com or
(978)382-0742

Altar Server
If your boy would like to become
an Altar Boy, please review the
Altar Server Manual together and
complete the Altar Server
Application online or email:
travis71durman@gmail.com

Altar Society
The St. Rita Altar Society is
looking for volunteers to maintain
the Altar in the Shrine and St.
John XXIII. If you love to decorate
or enjoy floral arrangements, we
invite you to glorify the Lord by
your creativity. 

Eucharistic Ministry
Interested in learning more about
the role of an Extraordinary
Minister or would like to be part
of this vital ministry, Submit your
EOMHC Sign-up form online.

Lectors
Become a Lector. Submit your
Ministry Request form online.

Music Ministry - Join Us!
Love sacred music? Come sing or
play! 

Adult choirs (18+): Tues | 6:30 pm
Youth choir (8-18): Wed | 4:30 pm
Spanish choir: Wed | 6:15 pm

Play piano, guitar, flute or
clarinet? - welcome!

Pianist Needed (Sat 5pm Mass):
Mass music paused until filled.
Stipend available.

Coro español: ¡Únete! Voz,
guitarra y bajo bienvenidos.

Ushers
Ushers play a pivotal role in our
parish, not only aiding others but
also serving as the welcoming face
to newcomers. For our regular
parishioners, they provide a sense
of familiarity and continuity
across all Masses. Submit your
Usher Sign-Up form online.

Marian Book Club
Every Thursday

4:30-6pm
Oscar Romero 

All are welcome to join!

If you need assistance from St Vincent
de Paul or want to join the ministry to
help others, contact James Mahaffey
at (520) 307-3411

Women’s Scripture Study
Wednesday mornings 9 am

Oscar Romero Room
All women are welcome

irenetoews@cox.net

mailto:outreach@stritainthedesert.org
mailto:porters@stritainthedesert.org
mailto:rtl@stritainthedesert.org
https://formed.org/
mailto:Vocations@stritainthedesert.org
mailto:welcometeam@stritainthedesert.orgg
mailto:guild@stritainthedesert.org
https://rachelsvineyardtucson.org/
mailto:legiondemaria@stritainthedesert.org
mailto:legiondemaria@stritainthedesert.org
mailto:legiondemaria@stritainthedesert.org
https://www.kofc14230.org/
mailto:john.cuddy@yahoo.com
https://irp.cdn-website.com/c958108b/files/uploaded/Altar_Boy_manual_2023rev.pdf
https://irp.cdn-website.com/c958108b/files/uploaded/Altar_Boy_Registration_Form_2023.pdf
https://irp.cdn-website.com/c958108b/files/uploaded/Altar_Boy_Registration_Form_2023.pdf
mailto:travis71durman@gmail.com
https://www.osvhub.com/stritainthedesert/forms/ministry-request-form
https://www.osvhub.com/stritainthedesert/forms/ministry-request-form
https://www.osvhub.com/stritainthedesert/forms/ministry-request-form
mailto:irenetoews@cox.net
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Be part of our parish family’s
exciting next chapter

Rectory Debt Payoff
Update

As of Sunday, April 12, 2026 

We need your help! Until this phase is complete, we cannot
seek Diocesan approval for a new church capital campaign.

Let’s come together as a faith family to make it happen

Scan to Pledge

$117,352 $345,000
goal

500
Family pledged/donated  goal

143

REMINDER: Steak Fry Tickets on sale after all masses
$25 Steak | $10 Sloppy Joe

Come Visit our
Lady of the

Desert Marian
Rose Garden for

prayer or
Meditation.

Consider
becoming a
volunteer to

revitalize our
church grounds.

If interested,
please contact
the office for

more
information.

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE

Sunday, May 10

And Mother's Day Roses 

Register for Blood Donation
online with Red Cross to get

preferred time, walk ins
welcome if space available. 

VISITA DE LA VIRGEN A LOS HOGARES
El grupo de la Legion de Maria les

recuerda que Nuestra Santísima Madre
quiere visitar sus hogares, para que

sientan su protección y compañía, para
que compartan con Ella las necesidades

que tiene cada miembro de su familia, Ella
quiere escuchar sus plegarias y llevarlas a

su amado Hijo Jesus.
En el vestíbulo estarán algunos miembros

del grupo de la Legion de Maria, para
tomar sus datos y programar la visita.

Gracias.

St. Rita’s Gift Shop

Sunday, April 19th
9:00am - 12:00pm

Outside after Mass
First Communion and

Confirmation gift items 

Tickets on sale now after mass
Volunteers Needed - Contact guild@stritainthedesert.org

MMMMMM lasagna...

May crowning mass

Saturday, May 2nd
8-9:30am

Mark your calendars Marian
Mass at the Shrine. After Mass,

we'll celebrate by crowning
Mary, processing with incense,

crosses, and candles to the
prayer garden, saying a prayer,

and crowning the Blessed
Mother at the Center.

mailto:guild@stritainthedesert.org


KNIGHT NEWS

ST. RITA IN THE DESERT | 9

KNIGHTS FUNDRAISER 
FOR SPECIAL OLYMPICS

Support a St. Rita Special Olympian competing with
Arizona USA Softball at the Special Olympics USA
Summer Games ( June 20–26).

Pick up farm-fresh eggs for $5/dozen and support a
great cause.

Stop by the table to donate or learn more.

Arizona Knights of Columbus Charity Raffle 
Don’t miss your chance to win the

$10,000 Grand Prize! 
ends Monday 4.27.2026

Tickets $5 each | 5 for $20 | 30 for $100.

Every ticket makes a difference. Half of all
proceeds raised by St. Rita Knights stay right here
in our community. In 2026, funds will support St.
Rita Parish and the Vail School District Transition

from School to Work program, helping special-
needs students prepare for life after high school.

Visit the Knights’ table after all Masses near the
parish hall to get your tickets. Thank you for your

continued generosity and support!

For more information, contact Wayne Glembin at
(520) 449-7115 or gkcouncil14230@gmail.com

pancake breakfast

April 19th (Full Pancake Breakfast)
May 17th (Pancake Breakfast)

Mark your calendars and join the Knights
for Breakfast after 8am & 10am mass

BLESSEDMCGIVNEY 

Join the Knights of Columbus
FREE MEMBERSHIP*

For new online membership applications
submitted the entire month of April 

*for 1-year of online membership, regular dues are $30/year thereafter. 

Visit kofc.org/joinus 
Enter code

Knights Mother's Month
Baby Bottle Drive to protect all children, begins at

midnight Monday 4.27.26 - see any Knight after
Mass to get or turn in a Baby Bottle. Thanks to
Chair Frank Giegerich and Chair Jayme Kahle.
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Are you looking to put Christ in your marriage? Deepen
your communication, rekindle your

romance and renew your sacrament by attending an
upcoming Worldwide Marriage Encounter

Experience on 
May 30-31, 2026 in Tucson
July 11-12, 2026 in Phoenix.

For more info go to:
wwme.org or call 520-661-3644

Rachel's Vineyard (Tucson) - Let Jesus Christ set
you free from the emotional and spiritual pain
of a past abortion at a co-ed Rachel's Vineyard

retreat in Tucson, May 15-17, 2026. Visit:
www.rachelsvineyardtucson.org or 

call/ Text to 520-743-6777.

PILGRIMAGE TO EASTERN EUROPE
12 Days NOVEMBER 3 - 14, 2026

Prague • Vienna • Budapest • Krakow • Auschwitz •
Czestochowa • Warsaw • Wadowice

With Vine of Grace Retreat Ministry
& Fr. Bala Kommathoti

Pilgrimage Informational Meetings
Please RSVP for meeting at 520.631.1408

Sunday, April 26 - St. Odilia Catholic Church  – PARISH
MINISTRY CENTER at 12:15p 7570 N Paseo del Norte, Tucson
(North end of campus, through gate and across patio)

Sunday, May 17 – St. Helen of the Cross Catholic Church
PARISH HALL at 10:15a   205 West 8th Street – Eloy

Printable brochures & information: vineofgrace.org

are you 
Following us?

click here

https://wwme.org/
http://www.rachelsvineyardtucson.org/
https://vineofgrace.org/
https://www.facebook.com/St-Rita-in-the-Desert-108512207453754


SAINT SPOTLIGHT

ST. RITA IN THE DESERT | 11
Source: Truthly App

KIDS CORNER

Feast Day:  April 25th

Who He Helps: 
Saint Mark is the special friend of people who
work in writing and law, like notaries and
lawyers, and he also looks out for the city of
Venice and is prayed to for protection from
storms.

Story: 
Saint Mark was one of the first people to write
down the story of Jesus’ life, death, and
resurrection, which we know as the Gospel
according to Mark. He was friends with some
of Jesus' closest followers, like Peter and Paul,
and helped them spread the Good News about
Jesus. Mark’s story of Jesus is full of action and
shows how wonderful Jesus is. People believe
he started one of the first big Christian
communities in a place called Alexandria, in
Egypt.

Saint Mark is remembered as being very brave
because he kept sharing Jesus’ story even
when it was hard, and that’s why he’s called an
evangelist. He worked to tell everyone about
Jesus in exciting and powerful ways.

Why He’s Important: 
Saint Mark’s Gospel gives us one of the very
first looks at who Jesus was and what He did.
His story helps us learn about Jesus' love and
miracles. Many people look up to Saint Mark
because he helped make sure that the story of
Jesus was written down for everyone to read,
even today.

Question for You: 
How can you be like Saint Mark and share the
story of Jesus with your friends and family?

Saint Mark, the Evangelist
Feast Day: April 25th

Patronage: 
Saint Mark is the patron saint of notaries,
lawyers, Venice, and those seeking protection
from storms.

Story: Saint Mark, also known as John Mark,
was one of the four evangelists who authored
the Gospel according to Mark. He was a
companion of both Saint Peter and Saint Paul,
working closely with these Apostles in the
propagation of the early Church. Mark's
Gospel is thought to be the first of the four
Gospels written and is characterized by its
straightforward and vivid narrative. Tradition
holds that he founded the Church of
Alexandria, one of the most significant early
Christian communities.

According to tradition, Saint Mark was
martyred in Alexandria, Egypt, where he had
preached the Gospel. His symbol is the lion,
representing the royal dignity of Christ as
depicted in his Gospel.

Legacy: Saint Mark’s Gospel offers a dynamic
and immediate portrayal of Jesus' ministry
and serves as a foundation for the other
synoptic Gospels (Matthew and Luke). His
witness to the life, death, and resurrection of
Jesus has been instrumental in shaping
Christian faith and teaching. The city of
Venice holds a special devotion to Saint Mark,
home to the Basilica di San Marco, where his
relics are enshrined. His legacy is a testament
to the power of evangelization and the
written word in spreading the message of
Christ.

Reflection Question: How does the example
and Gospel of Saint Mark inspire you to share
the story of Jesus with others in your own
life?



DONATIONS
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ONLINE DONATIONS:  https://www.osvhub.com/stritainthedesert/giving/funds

Mass for:  _________________________
                            Living        Deceased

Mass Date/Time:  ___________________

Requested By:  _____________________

____________________

Phone:  ______________

ALTAR FLOWER DONATIONS

Please consider contributing to our fresh altar
flowers. Please complete information and place in
collection basket or bring to the office.

Name:  __________________________

Amount:  _________________________

REQUEST A MASS INTENTION

The stipend for a Mass intention is $10. Two Week
advance notice is required. Please complete
information and place in collection basket or bring to
the office. PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

RECTORY DEBT PAYOFF

The Building Committee would like to invite all our
parishioners to assist us with paying off the debt of
our parish rectory. Please complete information
and place in collection basket or bring to the office.

Name:  __________________________

Amount:  _________________________

campus maintenance

Please consider contributing to our Campus
Maintenance. Please complete information and
place in collection basket or bring to the office.

Name:  __________________________

Amount:  _________________________

https://www.osvhub.com/stritainthedesert/giving/funds

	April 19, 2026
	CLERGY
	St. Rita in the Desert
	Catholic Church
	3rd Sunday of Easter
	"Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road?" (Luke 24:32)
	"¿No ardía nuestro corazón mientras nos hablaba en el camino?" (Lucas 24:32)

	WEEKEND MASS
	Confession
	WEEKday MASS
	Adoration
	Parish office
	PARISH INFORMATION

	COLLECTIONS | Colecta
	BULLETIN DEADLINE & Questions
	Email bulletin request(s) to: bulletin@stritainthedesert.org  By 10am on the Wednesday before the Sunday you want it published.


	HOMEBOUND EUCHARIST
	If you have a family member or know of a parishioner in the St. Rita area in need of having the Eucharist brought to them regularly, please contact the Parish Office.
	Emergency anointing of the sick
	520-543-8415

	Mass intentions available
	In accordance with Canon 948, if any faithful would like the Mass to be offered for their individual intention only, please make your request at the Parish Office.

	St. Rita staff              (520) 762-9688

	RELIGIOUS EDUCATION STAFF
	ORGANIZATIONS & MINISTRIES
	Adoration of the blessed sacrament
	Anointing of the sick
	Baptisms
	Confirmation
	Marriage
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	Seeing with New Eyes: Living the Emmaus Story Today
	✠ Why Didn’t They Recognize Him?
	✠ Christ Is Already There
	✠ The Invitation: “Stay with Us”
	Seeing with New Eyes: Living the Emmaus Story Today cont.
	✠ The Eucharist: Where We See Clearly
	✠ Returning with Joy
	✠ A Simple Emmaus Challenge
	✠ Closing Prayer

	GOSPEL MEDITATION
	In the Luke 24:13-35, In the Gospel story of the Road to Emmaus, we find two disciples walking away from Jerusalem in the aftermath of Jesus' crucifixion. They are consumed by confusion and sorrow, unable to see that the risen Jesus is accompanying them. As He walks with them, Jesus explains the Scriptures, revealing how all the events point to Him. It is only when He breaks bread with them that their eyes are opened, and they recognize Him. This encounter encourages us to reflect on the ways Jesus is present in our lives, especially in moments of doubt and despair. Through the Word and the Eucharist, Jesus kindles a fire within our hearts, awakening us to His abiding presence and love.
	Socratic Question: In what ways can you invite Jesus to walk with you on your journey, allowing His Word and presence to transform your perspective and bring clarity to your life?
	En Lucas 24:13-35,  En la historia del Evangelio del camino a Emaús, encontramos a dos discípulos alejándose de Jerusalén después de la crucifixión de Jesús. Están consumidos por la confusión y la tristeza, incapaces de ver que Jesús resucitado los acompaña. Mientras camina con ellos, Jesús les explica las Escrituras, revelando cómo todos los eventos apuntan hacia Él. Solo al partir el pan sus ojos se abren y lo reconocen. Este encuentro nos invita a reflexionar sobre las formas en que Jesús está presente en nuestras vidas, especialmente en momentos de duda y desesperación. A través de la Palabra y la Eucaristía, Jesús enciende un fuego en nuestros corazones, despertándonos a su presencia y amor constantes.
	Pregunta Socrática en Español: ¿De qué maneras puedes invitar a Jesús a caminar contigo en tu jornada, permitiendo que Su Palabra y presencia transformen tu perspectiva y traigan claridad a tu vida?

	DID YOU KNOW...
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	WEEKLY CALENDAR, INTENTIONS, OBSERVATIONS & READINGS

	Mass intentions Intenciones de misa

	This week in the parish
	Readings & observances
	FIRST READING: "This Jesus God raised up, and of that we are all witnesses." (Acts 2:32)
	RESPONSORIAL PSALM: "You will show me the path to life." (Ps 16:11)
	SECOND READING: "You were ransomed with the precious blood of Christ." (1 Pt 1:18-19)
	GOSPEL: "Were not our hearts burning within us while he spoke to us on the way?" (Lk 24:32)
	Sunday, April 19 Acts 2:14, 22-33 | Ps 16:1-2, 5, 7-8, 9-10, 11 | 1 Pt 1:17-21 | Lk 24:13-35
	Monday, April 20 Acts 6:8-15 | Ps 119:23-24, 26-27, 29-30 | Jn 6:22-29
	Tuesday, April 21 Acts 7:51—8:1a | Ps 31:3cd-4, 6, 7b, 8a, 17, 21ab | Jn 6:30-35
	Wednesday, April 22 Acts 8:1b-8 | Ps 66:1-3a, 4-5, 6-7a | Jn 6:35-40
	Thursday, April 23 Acts 8:26-40 | Ps 66:8-9, 16-17, 20 | Jn 6:44-51
	Friday, April 24 Acts 9:1-20 | Ps 117:1bc, 2 | Jn 6:52-59
	Saturday, April 25 1 Pt 5:5b-14 | Ps 89:2-3, 6-7, 16-17 | Mk 16:15-20
	Sunday, April 19 3rd Sunday of Easter
	Monday, April 20
	Tuesday, April 21
	Wednesday, April 22
	Thursday, April 23
	Friday, April 24
	Saturday, April 25
	Saturday April 18 5:00 pm  Men & Women in the Military
	Sunday April 19 8:00 am  ✟Tom Mach
	10:00 am  ✟Louisa & Joe Moreno & Family
	12:00 pm  Living & Deceased of St. Rita
	Monday April 20 8:00 am United States Armed Forces
	Tuesday April 21 8:00 am  St. Rita Office Staff
	Wednesday April 22 8:00 am  First Responders
	Thursday April 23 8:00 am  Poor Souls in Purgatory
	Friday April 24 8:00 am  St. Rita
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	PARISH MINISTRIES

	Liturgical Ministries
	Parish Ministries
	External ministries
	Altar Server If your boy would like to become an Altar Boy, please review the Altar Server Manual together and complete the Altar Server Application online or email: travis71durman@gmail.com
	Altar Society The St. Rita Altar Society is looking for volunteers to maintain the Altar in the Shrine and St. John XXIII. If you love to decorate or enjoy floral arrangements, we invite you to glorify the Lord by your creativity.
	Eucharistic Ministry Interested in learning more about the role of an Extraordinary Minister or would like to be part of this vital ministry, Submit your EOMHC Sign-up form online.
	Lectors Become a Lector. Submit your  Ministry Request form online.
	Music Ministry - Join Us! Love sacred music? Come sing or play!
	Adult choirs (18+): Tues | 6:30 pm Youth choir (8-18): Wed | 4:30 pm Spanish choir: Wed | 6:15 pm
	Play piano, guitar, flute or clarinet? - welcome!
	Pianist Needed (Sat 5pm Mass): Mass music paused until filled. Stipend available.
	Coro español: ¡Únete! Voz, guitarra y bajo bienvenidos.
	Ushers Ushers play a pivotal role in our parish, not only aiding others but also serving as the welcoming face to newcomers. For our regular parishioners, they provide a sense of familiarity and continuity across all Masses. Submit your Usher Sign-Up form online.
	Outreach Ministry Join us as we provide support every week to our Meals to Grow Program, Food Bank and other critical human needs in our community. Email: outreach@stritainthedesert.org
	Pastoral Council Currently on hold, seeking someone to assist in leading it. Contact front office if interested.
	Porter’s of St. Joseph Email: porters@stritainthedesert.org
	Right to Life Email: rtl@stritainthedesert.org
	Family Faith Formation www.watch.formed.org
	Vocations Contact Mr. Adam LaGuardia: Vocations@stritainthedesert.org
	Welcome Committee If you are interested in joining the Welcoming Team, submit your Welcoming Team request form online.
	Guild of St. Rita Volunteers manage our beautiful Gift shop, plan our St. Rita's feast day celebration & host many other parish events as requested. Join us every 2nd & 4th Wed of the month | 6pm | Mother Teresa Rm | Email: guild@stritainthedesert.org
	Sewing Angels All are welcome to join. Meet us in the church hall every Wednesday from 9:30 am - 12:30 pm
	Mujeres De Fe (Women of Faith) Para mas Informacion Coordinadora:   Gabriela Hrdlirka (915) 539-0985 gawoho@gmail.com
	Lead with Faith. Protect your Family. Serve Others. Defend Your Values. BECOME A KNIGHT
	Catholic Men 18+ visit our website: https://www.kofc14230.org or contact John Cuddy at: john.cuddy@yahoo.com or (978)382-0742
	El praesidium de St.Rita se llama "Maria Puerta del Cielo" y se reune los Martes a las 6:00 de la tarde en el
	salon Oscar Romero, o puedes contactar a Sandra (520)395-7225 or email: legiondemaria@stritainthedesert.org
	If you are interested in getting more information and/or registering for a Retreat Weekend, please call (520) 743-6777 or visit RachelsVineyard.org

	Marian Book Club
	Every Thursday 4:30-6pm Oscar Romero
	All are welcome to join!

	Women’s Scripture Study
	Wednesday mornings 9 am Oscar Romero Room All women are welcome irenetoews@cox.net
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	PARISH NEWS

	Rectory Debt Payoff Update As of Sunday, April 12, 2026
	$345,000 goal

	VISITA DE LA VIRGEN A LOS HOGARES

	MMMMMM lasagna...
	May crowning mass
	RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE
	St. Rita’s Gift Shop
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	KNIGHT NEWS
	Join the Knights of Columbus FREE MEMBERSHIP* For new online membership applications
	submitted the entire month of April  *for 1-year of online membership, regular dues are $30/year thereafter.  Visit kofc.org/joinus
	Enter code
	BLESSEDMCGIVNEY

	pancake breakfast
	April 19th (Full Pancake Breakfast) May 17th (Pancake Breakfast)
	Mark your calendars and join the Knights for Breakfast after 8am & 10am mass


	KNIGHTS FUNDRAISER  FOR SPECIAL OLYMPICS
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	ANNOUNCEMENTS
	Rachel's Vineyard (Tucson) - Let Jesus Christ set you free from the emotional and spiritual pain of a past abortion at a co-ed Rachel's Vineyard retreat in Tucson, May 15-17, 2026. Visit: www.rachelsvineyardtucson.org or  call/ Text to 520-743-6777.
	Are you looking to put Christ in your marriage? Deepen your communication, rekindle your romance and renew your sacrament by attending an upcoming Worldwide Marriage Encounter Experience on  May 30-31, 2026 in Tucson July 11-12, 2026 in Phoenix. For more info go to: wwme.org or call 520-661-3644
	PILGRIMAGE TO EASTERN EUROPE 12 Days NOVEMBER 3 - 14, 2026



	are you  Following us?
	click here
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	SAINT SPOTLIGHT

	Saint Mark, the Evangelist
	Feast Day: April 25th
	Patronage:  Saint Mark is the patron saint of notaries, lawyers, Venice, and those seeking protection from storms.
	Story: Saint Mark, also known as John Mark, was one of the four evangelists who authored the Gospel according to Mark. He was a companion of both Saint Peter and Saint Paul, working closely with these Apostles in the propagation of the early Church. Mark's Gospel is thought to be the first of the four Gospels written and is characterized by its straightforward and vivid narrative. Tradition holds that he founded the Church of Alexandria, one of the most significant early Christian communities.
	According to tradition, Saint Mark was martyred in Alexandria, Egypt, where he had preached the Gospel. His symbol is the lion, representing the royal dignity of Christ as depicted in his Gospel.
	Legacy: Saint Mark’s Gospel offers a dynamic and immediate portrayal of Jesus' ministry and serves as a foundation for the other synoptic Gospels (Matthew and Luke). His witness to the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus has been instrumental in shaping Christian faith and teaching. The city of Venice holds a special devotion to Saint Mark, home to the Basilica di San Marco, where his relics are enshrined. His legacy is a testament to the power of evangelization and the written word in spreading the message of Christ.
	Reflection Question: How does the example and Gospel of Saint Mark inspire you to share the story of Jesus with others in your own life?


	KIDS CORNER
	Feast Day:  April 25th
	Who He Helps:  Saint Mark is the special friend of people who work in writing and law, like notaries and lawyers, and he also looks out for the city of Venice and is prayed to for protection from storms.
	Story:  Saint Mark was one of the first people to write down the story of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection, which we know as the Gospel according to Mark. He was friends with some of Jesus' closest followers, like Peter and Paul, and helped them spread the Good News about Jesus. Mark’s story of Jesus is full of action and shows how wonderful Jesus is. People believe he started one of the first big Christian communities in a place called Alexandria, in Egypt.
	Saint Mark is remembered as being very brave because he kept sharing Jesus’ story even when it was hard, and that’s why he’s called an evangelist. He worked to tell everyone about Jesus in exciting and powerful ways.
	Why He’s Important:  Saint Mark’s Gospel gives us one of the very first looks at who Jesus was and what He did. His story helps us learn about Jesus' love and miracles. Many people look up to Saint Mark because he helped make sure that the story of Jesus was written down for everyone to read, even today.
	Question for You:  How can you be like Saint Mark and share the story of Jesus with your friends and family?
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	DONATIONS
	RECTORY DEBT PAYOFF
	Name:  __________________________
	Amount:  _________________________
	campus maintenance
	Name:  __________________________
	Amount:  _________________________
	ONLINE DONATIONS:  https://www.osvhub.com/stritainthedesert/giving/funds


	ALTAR FLOWER DONATIONS
	Name:  __________________________
	Amount:  _________________________

	REQUEST A MASS INTENTION
	Mass for:  _________________________
	Living        Deceased
	Mass Date/Time:  ___________________
	Requested By:  _____________________
	____________________
	Phone:  ______________
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