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St. Rita in the Desert Catholic Church 
Phone: (520) 762-9688 

13260 E. Colossal Cave Road 
Vail, AZ 85641 

Website: stritainthedesert.org 

PASTOR 
Rev. Alonzo Garcia 
DEACON 
Ron Desmarais 
SECRETARY 
Mrs. Veronica Garcia 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
Ms. Barbara ScoƩ 
 
OFFICE HOURS | Horario de Oficina 
Monday/ Lunes—8:00 am-2:00 pm 
Tuesday/ Martes—8:00 am-2:00 pm 
Wednesday/ Miercoles—8:00 am-2:00 pm 
Thursday/ Jueves—8:00 am-2:00 pm 
Friday/ Viernes—Closed 
Office closed 12:00 pm—1:00 pm daily 
 
MASS SCHEDULE | Horario de Misas 
SATURDAY/ Sabádo 
5:00 pm—English 
SUNDAY/ Domingo 
8:00 am—English 
10:00 am—English  
12:00 pm—Spanish 
 
DAILY MASS IN SHRINE|Misa Diaria en el Santuario  
Monday to Friday / De Lunes a Viernes 
8:00 am —English 
 
Confessions | Confesiones 
Saturday | Sabádo 
3:30 pm—4:30 pm 
In the church or by appointment 
En la iglesia o por cita 

 July 20, 2025 
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CONTACT US 
For a complete lisƟng of contact informaƟon 
for all our organizaƟons, please visit our 
website. 

stritainthedesert.org 
Fr. Alonzo Garcia, Pastor 
fralonzo@stritainthedesert.org 
 
Deacon Ron Desmarais 
deaconron@stritainthedesert.org 

AdministraƟve Assistant 
Barbara ScoƩ | 520.762.9688 
adminassist@stritainthedesert.org 

Secretary 
Veronica Garcia | 520.762.9688 
secretary@stritainthedesert.org 

Business Manager 
Louise Azzopardi | 520.762.9688 
businessmgr@stritainthedesert.org 

Director of Religious EducaƟon 
Geraldine Durman | 520.762.9688 
dre@stritainthedesert.org 

Youth Minister 
Carolyn Reynolds | 520.762.9688 
msyouth@stritainthedesert.org 
hsyouth@stritainthedesert.org 

Music Ministry 
Jessica Reynolds | 520.762.9688 
music@stritainthedesert.org 

OCIA Coordinator 
Anthony Maez | 520.762.9688 
ocia@stritainthedesert.org 
 
BulleƟn Editor 
Barbara ScoƩ | 520-762-9688 
bulleƟn@stritainthedesert.org 
 
Compliance| Mary Morgan 
compliance@stritainthedesert.org 

Readings for the Week of 
July 20, 2025 

Sunday: Gn 18:1-10a/Ps 15:2-3, 3-4, 5 
(1a)/Col 1:24-28/Lk 10:38-42 
Monday: Ex 14:5-18/Ex 15:1bc-2, 3-4, 5-6/
Mt 12:38-42 
Tuesday: Sg 3:1-4b or 2 Cor 5:14-17/Ps 
63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9/Jn 20:1-2, 11-18  
Wednesday: Ex 16:1-5, 9-15/Ps 78:18-19, 
23-24, 25-26, 27-28/Mt 13:1-9 
Thursday: Ex 19:1-2, 9-11, 16-20b/Dn 
3:52, 53, 54, 55, 56/Mt 13:10-17 
Friday: 2 Cor 4:7-15/Ps 126:1bc-2ab, 2cd-
3, 4-5, 6/Mt 20:20-28 
Saturday: Ex 24:3-8/Ps 50:1b-2, 5-6, 14-
15/Mt 13:24-30 
Next Sunday: Gn 18:20-32/Ps 138:1-2, 2-
3, 6-7, 7-8 (3a)/Col 2:12-14/Lk 11:1-13 

 
Las lecturas de la semana del  

20 de julio de 2025  
Domingo: Gn 18, 1-10/Sal 14, 2-3. 3-4. 5 
(1)/Col 1, 24-28/Lc 10, 38-42 
Lunes: Ex 14, 5-18/Ex 15, 1-2. 3-4. 5-6/Mt 
12, 38-42 
Martes: Cant 3, 1-4 o 2 Co 5, 14-17/Sal 
62, 2. 3-4. 5-6. 8-9/Jn 20, 1-2. 11-18  
Miércoles: Ex 16, 1-5. 9-15/Sal 77, 18-19. 
23-24. 25-26. 27-28/Mt 13, 1-9 
Jueves: Ex 19, 1-2. 9-11. 16-20/Dn 3, 52. 
53. 54. 55. 56/Mt 13, 10-17 
Viernes: 2 Co 4, 7-15/Sal 125, 1-2. 2-3. 4-
5. 6/Mt 20, 20-28 
Sábado: Ex 24, 3-8/Sal 49, 1-2. 5-6. 14-15/
Mt 13, 24-30 
Domingo siguiente: Gn 18, 20-32/Sal 137, 
1-2. 2-3. 6-7. 7-8 (3)/Col 2, 12-14/Lc 11, 1-
13 

SAFE  
ENVIROMENT 

Important tele-
phone numbers: 
911 
Child ProtecƟve Services: 1-888-SOS-CHILD 
(1-888-767-2445) 
Adult ProtecƟve Services: 1-888-SOS-
ADULT (1-888-767-2385) 
Diocese of Tucson - Office of Child, Adoles‐
cent, and Ault ProtecƟon: 
 520-838-2315 or 520-838-2500 
Child ProtecƟve Services: 1-888-SOS-CHILD 
(1-888-767-2445) 
Adult ProtecƟve Services: 1-888-SOS-
ADULT (1-888-767-2385) 

MASS INTENTIONS 
INTENCIONES DE MISA 

 
Saturday July 19 
5:00 pm † Ann & Bill Mullady 
 
Sunday July 20 
8:00 am    † Enrique Escarcega 
10:00 am  † Kenneth Glembin 
12:00 pm Living & Deceased of St. Rita’s 
 
Monday July 21 
8:00 am First Responders 
 
Tuesday July 22 
8:00 am  † Yvonne Durand 
 
Wednesday July 23 
8:00 am   Poor Souls in Purgatory 
 
Thursday  July 24 
8:00 am   Men & Women in the Military 
 
Friday  July 25 
8:00 am  † Joan & Janet Peƫt (Sisters) 

DIOCESE OF TUCSON 
NEW OUTLOOK 

 
The Diocese of Tucson invites you to 
stay in touch with the Church via your 
phone and/or email. Every week the 
diocese publishes the New Outlook, 
our local newsleƩer with links to 
news, events, and so much more! To 
sign up, you can text DOTNEWS to 
84576 or go to hƩps://
news.diocesetucson.org/subscribe  

ABOUT US 
AdoraƟon of the Blessed Sacrament: 
Every Friday aŌer the 8:00am Mass for an 
hour; First Sunday of the month at 4:00 pm 
for an hour in  the John XXIII. 
AnoinƟng of the Sick: 
Every First Friday at the 8:00 am Mass 
BapƟsms: 
Please visit our website under the tab LITUR‐
GY/SACRAMENTS and fill the Intent to BapƟze 
Form. 
ConfirmaƟon: 
Contact Youth Minister or OCIA coordinator 
Marriage: 
Marriage arrangements must be made at 
least 4 months in advance. Contact the parish 
office. 
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Let a man fear, above all, me, his 
God, and so much the gentler will 
he become toward my creatures 
and animals, on whom, on account 
of me, their Creator, he ought to 
have compassion.  

 
~ St. Bridget of Swe‐
den (1301-1373), Vi‐
sionary, Foundress, 
Feast Day July 23 

CollecƟon/Colecta 
We would like to thank all of our 
parishioners and visitors for being 
generous with your donaƟons. We 
depend on your generosity to 
meet the financial needs of our 
parish. 

SUNDAY OFFERING 
July 13, 2025 

Offertory: $ 3.975.00 
Online: $ 1,859.64 
 
 
 
 
 
May God bless you for your 
conƟnued support! 

St. Vincent  
  de Paul  

 
In today’s Gospel, Jesus affirms 
that to be a disciple, we must 
also sit at his feet and listen to 
him. St. Vincent de Paul taught 
that it is only through prayer that 
we can offer selfless, loving ser‐
vice to those in need. This week, 
please take a moment each day 
to offer a special prayer for the 
poor and forgoƩen in our parish.  
 
For more informaƟon about be‐
coming a member, call (520) 501
-1386. 

DevoƟons, Explained! 
St. Bridget Prayers, Explained! 
St. Bridget of Sweden (d. 1373) was a 
noblewoman of the Middle Ages whose 
renowned mysƟcism centered on the 
passion of Christ. A mother of eight and 
an aƩendant at the royal court in Swe‐
den, as a widow she founded the Order 
of the Most Holy Savior, advocated for 
reform in the church and for the return 
of the Pope to Rome from France.  
The St. Bridget Prayers refer to 15 pray‐
ers aƩributed to Bridget which evoke 
the imagery of Christ’s suffering and 
death, plead for the forgiveness of the 
supplicant’s sins, for a happy death, for 
fear and love of the Lord, and for a re‐
nunciaƟon of worldly desires.  
For many years, these prayers were 
associated with divine promises, 
though in 1954 the Catholic Church de‐
clared that it could not be said that 
these promises were of supernatural 
origin. The prayers themselves remain 
beloved and popular devoƟons to 
Christ’s passion. ©LPi 

BENEATH THE SURFACE 
By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman 
 
Martha’s Burdens 
     It’s Ɵme to admit it: I’ve been unfair to 
Mary in the past. Been a liƩle caƩy about 
her. Oooh, Mary, she’s so holy. Well, do 
you like to eat, Mary? Who made your 
lunch? Yeah, that’s right: it was Martha. 
Because you know what? It’s the Martha's 
who get things done in the world while 
the Mary's lounge around reading Aqui‐
nas and aƩending silent retreats and go‐
ing to EucharisƟc AdoraƟon whenever 
they want. 
     And there you have it, folks: my biƩer‐
ness on full display! I tend to idenƟfy with 
Martha, not with Mary, and I need to stop 
doing that.  
     Because I am not Martha instead of 
Mary. I am both. We are all both. 
     Mary was a woman; she was expected 
to do the serving, too. She shared that 
burden; she wasn’t abandoning it, heap‐
ing her porƟon on Martha. And it’s so 
wrong to assume that Mary didn’t have 
the same cares and anxieƟes as Martha — 
perhaps she even had more! 
     Here’s the difference: Mary, unlike 
Martha (and me, I guess) knew where to 
go with them. 
     We typically see our burdens as an 
impediment to a relaƟonship with Christ. 
I’m so busy. I’m so overwhelmed. There 
are so many demands on me, on my Ɵme, 
on my person, on my finances. Take a 
number, Jesus. Get in line. But we’re 
thinking the wrong way. Burdens aren’t 
an obstacle that stands between us and 
Christ. Burdens are the straightest path to 
his feet. 
     God knows about burdens, okay? Aside 
from being all-wise and all-knowing, he 
basically completed a doctorate in suffer‐
ing, taking on a human form (itself kind of 
a burden, if you think about it) and for 33 
years lived among the hardest and heavi‐
est burdens this world has to offer. 
     Why did he do this? Well, part of the 
reason was so that we could finally under‐
stand that our burdens aren’t a barrier 
between us and God. On the contrary, 
they connect us to him. 
     Are you anxious about many things? 
Then you need to be right where Mary is: 
at the feet of Jesus, with all your bur‐
dens.©LPi 
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June 9—July 28, 2025 
 
MON-THUR 8:00 AM—2:00 PM 

FRIDAY CLOSED 
Office Closed  12 PM—1:00PM 

DAILY 

Gentleman, Join the Men’s 
Catholic Brotherhood Group 
Do you want to improve your 
prayer life? Do you want to gain a 
deeper understanding of your 
Catholic faith? If so, please consid‐
er joining the St Rita’s Men’s Cath‐
olic Brotherhood Group. This 
group exists to help men deepen 
their faith through prayer, for‐
maƟon, and fellowship. Our goal 
is to help each other become the 
men that Christ has called us to 
be. 
 
Our first meeƟng will take place 
on August 18th from 6:00 to 7:30 
pm in the Oscar Romero Room. 
ThereaŌer, we will meet every 
second, third, and fourth Monday 
of the month. We will also meet 
for the first Saturday for 8 am 
Mass in the Shrine and breakfast 
aŌerwards. 
 
For more informaƟon, please get 
in touch with Jayme Kahle at 
jkahle25@gmail.com or 520-664-
4467. 

GOSPEL MEDITATION  
16th Sunday in Ordinary Time  
Luke 10:38-42 
One of my close friends is a hermit 
priest who lives on a desert mountain. 
Recently I found myself in a group con‐
versaƟon about him. One vehemently 
objected, “What does he do up there 
all day? Nothing! Priests are down 
here working, running parishes, mak‐
ing a difference, and he…he is doing 
nothing! What a waste.” The words 
dripped with indignaƟon and resent‐
ment. Most of the group quietly nod‐
ded in silent agreement. Were they 
correct?  
 
No! To see why, consider a similar sce‐
nario in this week’s gospel. Jesus visits 
his friends Martha and Mary. A hard‐
working and exasperated Martha com‐
plains to Jesus that her sister is aƩend‐
ing to him rather than to urgent 
household tasks. Our Lord, rather than 
praising hospitality, explicitly cele‐
brates the less-producƟve sister for 
doing the “one necessary thing.” He 
praises her for she “has chosen the 
beƩer part” (Luke 10:42). Mary is busy 
doing what maƩers.  
 
Before we freak out like Martha, con‐
sider that all work–domesƟc, manual, 
professional, ministerial, contempla‐
Ɵve–is done to help us (sooner or lat‐
er) to experience the love that makes 
us happy. We should be thankful for 
those who focus on the “beƩer part” 
of radical, ceaseless prayer. They invite 
us to remember the purpose of all 
work is the enjoyment of love. Con‐
templaƟves, hermits, anyone fervently 
commiƩed to prayer–they invite us to 
cast aside our forgeƞul, resenƞul, and 
self-aggrandizing aƫtudes in exchange 
for hearts ready to do what is finally 
necessary.  
— Father John Muir ©LPi 
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Mass for: _______________________ 
 
Living ________  Deceased ________ 
 
Mass Date/Time: ________________ 
 
Requested by: __________________ 
______________________________ 
 
Phone Number: _________________ 
 
The sƟpend for a Mass intenƟon is $10. 
Two weeks advance noƟce is required. 
Please fill out this for and drop it in the 
collecƟon basket or bring it to the par‐
ish office.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

ALTAR FLOWER  
DONATIONS 

Please  consider contribuƟng to our 
fresh altar flowers. Cut out and put in 
collecƟon basket or use envelopes that 

are in pews.  
 
Name: _________________________ 
 
Envelope #: ___________$ ________ 
  

Please print clearly  
Thank you for your generosity 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This is your Final Weekend 
to bid on our two reserved 
parking spaces! All proceeds 
benefit our Porters of St. Jo‐
seph. Two prime parking 
spaces in front of the St. 
John XXIII Center for one 
year, starƟng August 1st.  

Fry’s Community Rewards Program 
Benefits St. Rita in the Desert 

 
Do you shop at Fry’s and have a VIP shopper’s card? If so, please consider 
registering your card for the Fry’s Community Rewards Program, and they 
will donate to St. Rita in the Desert.  
1. Go to www.frysfood.com 
2. Select “Sign In,” and sign in to your Fry’s online account (or create an 

account). 
3. Put the cursor on your name and click on “My Account”. 
4. On the leŌ side select “Community Rewards”.  
5. On the Fry’s Community Rewards Page, click “Enroll Now”. 
6. In the “Find an OrganizaƟon” box, enter St. Rita in the Desert 
7. In the search results look for St. Rita in the Desert; then click on 

“ENROLL”. 

USING FORMED 
Enjoy a free subscripƟon to 
FORMED.ORG - an incredible 
online gateway to the best 
Catholic content, all in one place - 
Videos, audio, movies, stories, 
bible study, and more! 
It is easy to register and FREE! 
¨Visit FORMED.ORG  
¨Click on SIGN UP 
¨Click on SIGN UP AS A 

PARISHIONER 
¨In Find your Parish enter 
 ST. RITA IN THE DESERT 
¨Click NEXT 
¨Complete your informaƟon 


