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At PTF the numbers tell the story! 
By Scott McLean 

Rehabilitation of the 
incarcerated is a com-
plex undertaking requir-
ing attention to the indi-
vidual’s body, mind and 
soul.  Arkansas provides 
a number of fine pro-
grams that address vari-
ous aspects of the per-
son.  At PTF, our ap-
proach is to begin with 
the soul, and we rejoice 
today over a new report  
validating what God is 
doing through us. 
 
A just-released study 
that tracked persons 
released from prison in 
2016 shows that PTF 
has produced the best 
results among all pro-
grams in reducing recidivism.  We 
recorded impressive numbers in 
various categories, but the bottom 
line is this: 
 
The recidivism rate of those who 
completed the PTF program stood 
at 22.7 percent at three years after 
release compared to a system-wide 
showing of 47.5 percent. We al-
ways aim to do better, of course, 
but the numbers offer tangible evi-
dence that lives are changed here.  
To God be the glory! 

In addition to the obvious benefits 
for our members, our Arkansas 
communities are improved by 
fewer victims of crime, stronger 
families, more productive mem-
bers of society and lower taxes.  
Our Christ-centered approach 
works!  Let us all – graduates, 
staff, volunteers and donors – rise 
together and offer a booming 
“Amen!” 
 
We’re also in high spirits because 

of our long-awaited return to nor-
malcy and full effectiveness in the 
in-prison program.  We got a 
boost out of our virtual learning 
program and now, better still, as 
of June 1 our volunteers are back 
on the inside!   
 
We’re also finalizing plans to re-
start our 540 groups. 
 
When we invite Christ to come in, 
godly men come out. 
 



 

Contact Us: 

ADC-Wrightsville 

Hawkins Unit for Males 

P.O. Box 1010 

22522 Asher Road 

Wrightsville, AR  72183 

Mail Donations to: 

Pathway To Freedom 

17200 Chenal Parkway 

Suites 300-319 

E-mail: info@ptfprison.org 

Web: www.ptfprison.org Group 31 with counselor Gerren Frazier 

Some of the lessons he welcomed . . . 
By T. J. Honey 

We think we’re conning 

the world.  Then one 

day we look back and 

realize we were conning 

ourselves. 

I finished school and 

worked for a living.  I 

moved on from one job 

to a better one.  I got 

high.  Then I got high at 

work.  I drank.  My fami-

ly told me to dial it back. 

I said, “I work and I keep 

the bills paid.  And I 

don’t have a problem.” 

Then I shot a man and there was no more hiding 

out.  I knew I was living wrong.  I never meant to 

push it that far.  Prison gives a man plenty of time 

to reconsider. 

PTF has been my prod in that process, helping in 

some ways I welcomed and in some ways I didn’t.  

One key ingredient of the program is its way of 

redirecting peer pressure.  Early on, I would read 

the Bible, all right, and I’d get excited about shar-

ing what I learned.  But I’d use the same foul lan-

guage I had used out in 

the world. 

A couple of guys I hung 

out with told me when 

you try to represent 

God’s word it’s not re-

ceived well when you 

coat it in filth.  After a 

couple of days I was 

glad we had that talk. 

I squirmed again when I 

was put into leadership 

and again when I was 

assigned to teach a 

computer class.  That 

experience opened my 

eyes. 

We had students who were hardheads.  It was 

frustrating. It had me thinking about when I was a 

teacher’s pest. I see now what I put my teachers 

through. I feel like I understand the patience 

teachers and leaders have to have dealing with 

people. After some time with that I made adjust-

ments in my life. All of these observations have 

had a lasting impression on me. I just don’t admire 

the childishness or madness anymore. 

T. J. Honey: it’s the teacher who learns the most 


