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DISCLAIMER 

The material, comments, and extracts of articles appearing in the 

Werribee RSL Newsletter are intended to be general information only 

for the ex-services community. They neither purport to be, nor are 

they intended to be, advice on any matter. The Werribee RSL 

Committee and Publisher expressly disclaim all and any liability to 

any person in respect of anything done, or not done, in reliance on 

the contents of this newsletter. 

 

Editorial Control: RSL Committee 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the President – John Thomson 

It’s hard to believe we’re already this far into 2026 — I’m sure 

someone has hit the fast-forward button! It also feels like only 

yesterday that I took on the role of President, and it has certainly 

been a busy and rewarding year so far. 

Earlier this year, we were incredibly proud to see Daryl Ryan 

recognised with an Order of Australia Medal (OAM). On behalf of 

everyone at Werribee RSL, congratulations once again to Daryl on 

this very well-deserved honour. 

There has also been plenty happening around the Sub-Branch, 

including our building receiving a fresh coat of paint and looking 

better than ever. ANZAC Day was another outstanding success, with 

one of the biggest turnouts we have ever seen. It was wonderful to 

see so many members of our community come together to honour 

and remember those who have served. 

Our commitment to supporting veterans and their families continues 

throughout the year. On the last Friday of every month, we hold our 

Veterans Social Inclusion Lunch for veterans and their dependants, 

free of charge. Providing a great opportunity to catch up, enjoy a 

meal and connect with others. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

We also have more to look forward to, including our Veterans Social 

Inclusion Bowls Day in October and our bus trip to Puckapunyal in 

November, again, free of charge, but bookings are essential! 

*Please see flyers at the back of the newsletter for more information 

 

Finally, I would like to sincerely thank our staff, management and 

committee for their continued hard work and dedication. A great 

deal goes on behind the scenes, and their efforts help make 

Werribee RSL the welcoming and supportive community it is. 

 

John Thomson 

President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Editor’s Desk 

Hi folks, and welcome to our September Newsletter. 

So much has been happening around the Sub-Branch, and before 

you know it, another month has slipped by, hence the delay! 

Many things have been happening around your club. Some of these 

are behind the scenes, with important work being carried out to 

ensure we remain compliant with all government requirements. 

There are also plenty of things you will have noticed around the club, 

including the many activities happening throughout the week, 

additional offerings on our regular menu, and the new format in our 

two dining areas, which has been receiving very favourable feedback. 

 

Monday – Games, Bingo & Trivia 

Mondays are our games day, with our Ladies Group Bingo starting at 

12:30pm. It continues to be a well-attended afternoon filled with 

plenty of fun. 

We then follow this up with our new Quizzame Trivia Night, kicking 

off at 5:30pm. It’s a great couple of hours of fun and laughs, so grab 

some friends and come along. 

Be sure to check out the flyers as you enter the Bistro for more 

information. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Thursday Members Night 

Thursday nights are our traditional Members Night, and we have 

recently changed the format slightly with the introduction of Spin the 

Wheel. 

This is in addition to our raffles, Hundred Club and 8 o’clock raffle. 

The wheel is spun every half hour, with plenty of prizes to be won. 

When you enter the club and swipe your membership card, you will 

receive a ticket for the barrel. You will also receive additional tickets 

when you purchase a meal or drink. 

 

Mega Member Fridays 

Mega Member Friday is another great night of fun, and the format 

has also been slightly changed. 

You will receive a ticket when you enter the club, as well as additional 

tickets when you purchase food or drinks. Simply place your tickets 

into the barrel. 

Every half hour, we will draw a member’s number. As usual, if the 

member is in the club and has their membership card with them, 

they will win $1,000. 

If the money has not been won by 9pm, we will go to the barrel for a 

final draw, ensuring someone will walk away with the $1,000 cash 

prize. 

We also have raffles, with eight great prizes available. Tickets are just 

$2 each, and EFTPOS is available. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Social Inclusion Luncheon 

Our end-of-month Social Inclusion Luncheon brings together our 

veterans, their partners and affiliate members for lunch. 

Most months, we also have a guest speaker covering a variety of 

informative and interesting topics. 

It is a wonderful opportunity for our veteran community to come 

together, catch up and enjoy some great company. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Improvements Around the Sub-Branch 

You may have noticed that a few months ago we had the Sub-Branch 

painted, giving it a fresh and updated appearance. 

Earlier this month, we also installed four cut-out figures near the 

entrance, and the positive feedback has been fantastic. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many of you have also asked what is happening with the arch. 

It is our intention to eventually remove it. We had planned for this to 

happen when Kelly Park Hall was being demolished by Council. 

However, before we could remove the arch, we were required to 

apply for a demolition permit. 

What appeared to be a simple process became an incredibly 

frustrating task. The arch is not heritage listed, it was built by the RSL 

in the 1990s, but by the time the permit was approved, Kelly Park 

Hall had already been demolished. 

We are now responsible for arranging its removal ourselves, at an 

estimated cost of around $30,000. At this stage, that is simply not a 

viable option. 

In the interim, we intend to have the arch painted to match the 

colours of the Sub-Branch. This is expected to happen within the 

next few months. 

 



 

 

Storage Relocation 

We have also vacated our storage area in Riverside Avenue and 

relocated to smaller premises in Hoppers Crossing. 

This change will result in savings of approximately $25,000 per year. 

 

Gaming Area Renovations 

We are still planning renovations to our gaming area. 

Negotiations have been ongoing since late last year, and while we 

had hoped the renovations would take place before Christmas, it is 

now more likely that the project will commence in the early part of 

2027. 

We look forward to keeping members updated as plans progress. 

 

Welfare Support for Veterans 

We are pleased to announce that John Weiss, one of our committee 

members, has taken on the role of Welfare Advocate for the 

Werribee RSL Sub-Branch. 

John is currently undertaking further training and is well qualified to 

help guide our veterans in the right direction with any concerns they 

may have. 

It has been quite some time since we have been able to offer this 

service to veterans throughout Werribee and the surrounding areas, 

so we are very pleased to have this important support available once 

again. 

John can be contacted on 0424 676 944, by email at 

advocacy@werribeersl.com.au, or by leaving your contact details 

with Reception at the Sub-Branch. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Remembrance Day Volunteers Needed 

Before I sign off, Remembrance Day is not too far away. 

We are always looking for volunteers to assist with selling badges. 

Even a commitment of just two hours is an enormous help and 

greatly appreciated. 

If you can spare some time to assist, please contact Reception at the 

RSL. 

 

Well folks, that’s about it from me at this stage. 

On behalf of the Committee, Management and Staff, thank you all for 

your continued support of the Werribee RSL Sub-Branch. 

Merv Clifton 

Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Welcome to this edition of the Newsletters Memorabilia Corner. 

 

Since our last Newsletter I can report that the donations to our memorabilia 

to continues to grow. As mentioned in a previous newsletter whilst we have 

reached capacity in our display cabinets, we continue to rotate items on a 

quarterly basis to ensure all donated items are displayed.  

Our new display cabinet located in the top section of the Dining Area was 

formally opened by Joanne Ryan, MP for Lalor and John Lister, MP for 

Werribee.  

We continue to progress our Grant for a Murial to be placed on the rear wall 

of our Sub-Branch. The purpose of this Mural is to honour and remember 

those residents of Werribee as they marched down Watton Street as they 

go off to WW1. The Mural will be based on the actual painting in the WW1 

cabinet area in the RSL. (Refer photo).  

  

This mural will be the highlight of our Commemorative service programs on 

pre-ANAZC Day march, ANZAC Day and Remembrance Day. This will form 

the entrance way to the RSL as our veterans and families return from the 

Memorial in Station Place along Watton Street following the services. 

The Ladies Group are also assisting us  

Richard Conn 

Secretary 

 



 

 

 

That’s all from us for now at the Werribee RSL. 

 

If you’d like to contribute or have feedback, we’d love to hear from you – 

written and signed, with your contact details, so we can get back to you. 

Take care, and see you around the Sub-Branch! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


