
 

MEETING NOTES 
MEETING NOTES                                                      

December 10TH, 2021,10:30am – 12:00pm                                                      

Zoom 

 

Attendees:  
Aleks Posielski (Office of Kathy Lambert), Amy Biggs (SVT), Asela Chavez (City of Duvall), Brock Howell 

(Snotrac), Claire Martini (Leafline Trails Coalition), David Egan (Community Advocate), Dylan Gamble (City of 

Snoqualmie), Gwyn Howard (KC Metro), Heather Clark (Hopelink Mobility Management), Jamie Burrell (City of 

North Bend), Jean Lin (City of Carnation), Jennifer Knaplund (Duvall Councilmember),  Jesse Reynolds (KC 

Subarea), Linda Woodall (Eastside Friends of Seniors), Robert Blumenfeld (Alliance of People with 

disAbilities), Tiffany Olson (King County 2-1-1), Val Stewart (FESH),  Victor Londono Quintero (Community 

Van) 

 

Staff support: Salwa Raphael, Bree Boyce, Nadia Ali 

________________________________________________________________________________
Welcome, Introductions, and Announcements:  

After greeting and introductions, announcements were shared.  

Salwa introduced Heather Clark, new Eastside Mobility Coordinator, with the Hopelink Mobility Management 
team.  She announced that future SVMC meetings will remain remote until further notice. There was a 
reminder for the upcoming Access to Work and School Roundtable for Tuesday, December 14th, to discuss 
driver shortages and impacts on school transportation. Lastly, Salwa shared about her Mobility Education and 
Outreach at Mt. Si Senior Center for the following week. Salwa is available for outreach and encourages the 
partners to share opportunities within their organization or at community events. 

Jean Lin gave updates on the improvements to the Carnation downtown corridor.  Four blocks of downtown 
are under construction.  New fixtures and street furniture are being added.  The project will be on hold during 
the winter months but plans to be done by mid-2022.  She also added that Carnation is working with Metro to 
bring the Community Van service to the town.  

Val Stewart gave an update on the Sea Mar partnership. They have been bringing Spanish-speaking seniors to 
different senior centers for lunch and activities on Mondays.  They are looking for Spanish-speaking volunteers 
and hope to expand from just Monday visits. Salwa shared that she and team member Victor Londono 
Quintero were at Sno Valley Senior Center when the Sea Mar group was there and were able to help connect 
many to transportation resources. 

Bree also added that the North King County Mobility Coalition produced Spanish educational videos that could 
be helpful.  Also, Hopelink Mobility Management has bilingual members that can support efforts. 

Jennifer Knaplund shared about Duvall's efforts to engage with the East Link Connections Realignment 
project. The new proposed changes don't reflect the needs of Duvall. New high-density developments on the 
south end are not connected to Metro routes.  Once Light Rail is in Redmond, she wonders about the demand 
for commuting, how much lobbying is warranted?  Salwa confirmed the realignment shortfalls. Cities can 
provide specific data and maps to transit planners to help illustrate the specific, actual needs in the community. 

Tiffany Olson shared in chat that 2-1-1 will be launching a transportation assistance program in January 2022.  
They will be providing free Lyft rides for eligible clients in King County who are traveling up to 8 miles.  Eligible 



use cases will include job access, food insecurity, housing stability, and non-emergency medical transport. 
Information materials will be sent out soon. 

Amy Biggs updated that Snoqualmie Valley Transportation (SVT) is connecting folks to holiday events. She 
attended a WSDOT design meeting for the SR202 corridor.  The plans did not include consideration for bus 
stops and had completely left them out of the presented design. She was able to bring this point to their 
attention, and they will be meeting with her. She is wondering who will lead in finding funding for the project? 
Who represents unincorporated KC?  She mentioned the SVGA letter sent to Metro in the Spring of 2021 and 
the upcoming SVGA presentation opportunity.  

Jesse Reynolds updated the progress on the Subarea Plan. They are still working on data and maps and 
reaching out to partners in the valley for the 20-Year Plan for the area. He recently met with Carnation about 
outreach to the migrant community. Looking for contacts and feedback from unincorporated areas. The 
community list received over 500 comments, including many about transportation needs.  They are working on 
a preliminary list that will be shared.  The information is important because it feeds into the budget process. 

Claire Martini shared that the Leafline Trails Coalition recently wrapped up the Leafline Trails Summit. Some of 
the resources may be relevant to SVMC, such as 1. Seeking funding for trails and active transportation. She 
shared the links in the chat, https://regionaltrailscoalition.wordpress.com/2021/10/26/federal-state-and-local-
funding-for-trails/. And also 2. Economic, health, environmental, & transportation benefits of trails. 
https://regionaltrailscoalition.wordpress.com/2021/10/22/the-value-of-trails/ 

Brock Howell gave an update on the Snow Goose service, which will officially launch in January. Currently, the 
Lincoln Hill Retirement Community is testing the service. He also shared about various solutions for improved 
transportation for Darrington. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Project Updates: 

Salwa updated the group on the Comprehensive Plan Updates project. Update recommendations made to 
Duvall's Transportation Element, which began through their docket process, are in the final approval stages.  
Engagement with the other valley jurisdictions is waiting for the 2024 Comprehensive Plan Update timelines in 
early 2022.  The SVMC Task Force also drafted a resolution to bring to city councils to elevate mobility 
priorities and needs.  Currently, North Bend and Carnation are making appropriate edits before presenting to 
their city councils.  Engagement with Snoqualmie and Duvall is yet to begin. The drafted resolution will be 
attached to the meeting minutes.  No questions or comments from the group. 

Salwa then updated the group on the Coordinated Awareness Campaign Project.  A complete and 
comprehensive toolkit was distributed to partners at the end of October.  The toolkit included materials for the 
multipronged campaign using city partner resources to share by website content, mail, posting, and social 
media accounts.  Since the campaign started: 

• 4 of 6 jurisdictions have either updated or created new landing pages for the recommended 
website content, which includes a comprehensive list of available services to each specific 
jurisdiction. Duvall is planning to update their website and will hopefully include the content at 
that time. 

• Over 7,000 flyers have been mailed to households in their utility bills 

• Flyers and information about the campaign have been included in Fall City and KCMC 
newsletters. 

• Hopelink shared social media with a boost in Snoqualmie Valley area codes 

• A press release has been finalized and will go out to local media outlets. 

Amy asked if the recent article in the Valley Record about labor shortage was related to the campaign.  Salwa 
doesn't know, but she and Staci Sahoo were interviewed for the article and other SVMC partners.  

 

SVGA Presentation Discussion: 

https://regionaltrailscoalition.wordpress.com/2021/10/26/federal-state-and-local-funding-for-trails/
https://regionaltrailscoalition.wordpress.com/2021/10/26/federal-state-and-local-funding-for-trails/
https://regionaltrailscoalition.wordpress.com/2021/10/22/the-value-of-trails/


Salwa shared with the group about an invitation to present to the Snoqualmie Valley Governance Association 
(SVGA) in January.  Jennifer Knaplund explained that the SVGA began as a networking group to discuss 
valley topics.  Now the group includes legislators from the valley and the Snoqualmie Tribe to advocate and 
discuss common issues in the valley.  

The January presentation is an opportunity to present SVMC's work, goals, and priorities to a cohesive 
audience of valley elected officials.  Salwa and Amy Biggs are collaborating on the presentation.  Salwa asked 
the group about any priorities or topics they want to see shared. 

Amy shared that she sent a list of funding options for transportation in the valley to Jim Ribail, President of 
SVGA. How to get funding for transportation in the valley? Every time she asks for more funding, she gets the 
answer that there is none.  

Amy asked Jesse Reynold if he is on SVGA Transportation Committee.  He is not but is open to participating. 

The group also discussed the need to share information and the challenges to reach everyone in the valley. 
There are not many sources of information for the valley, making it a challenge to disseminate information 
between cities. Jesse can put Salwa in contact with the communications team from Local Services. 

Salwa requested folks to continue providing input, ideas, and feedback for the January presentation. 

 

2021 Year in Review/2022 Year to Come 

Salwa shared SVMC highlights from 2021, including presenters, attendance, new partners, and presentations 
that the coalition participated in.  Please see the slide presentation for the list of presenters.  The average 
meeting attendance was 24 members, with 31 unique partners on the distribution list and 16 active 
organizations participating. The coalition welcomed 23 new partners to membership, with 10 of those members 
becoming active partners.  Salwa presented on behalf of SVMC to the Fall City Community Association, 
Empower Youth Network, and WSDOT Lunch and Learn series. 

Salwa asked the group about potential presenters for the new year, what organizations or topics the group 
would like to engage in?  Salwa asked Brock about how he finds presenters, and he relies on relationships. 

Amy mentioned she would like to hear from city planners about their hurdles.  Can we work with them and help 
them with the transportation challenges? If we know what challenges they are addressing, we can help them 
with data.  We can invite city partners to present at meetings. 

Salwa is interested in understanding Metro's new policies have been approved, and she would like someone 
who can help break down policies and how they relate to rural guidelines.  Gwyn Howard would be willing to 
reach out to Metro partners to find the best contact.  

Amy would like to see Metro's long-term Plan and long-term city plans and focus on policy guidelines. It will 
give the city officials insight to talk about during the meetings to talk about the new bus routes or cut down 
routes. Also, for employers, the valley is an expensive place to live. Companies can't get employees to the 
valley. Right now, public transport takes 5-6 hours to get to the valley whereas private transports take 45 
minutes.  

Jean Lin offered that it would be helpful to have a presentation on how covid is changing transportation. How is 
the data changing? We need to keep in mind long-term data change. Amy mentioned that Metro is getting new 
data. 

Potential next projects could address the SR18 corridor and include employers. Also, look at transportation 
trends, trip habits, and safety. 

 

 

 

 



 

Action Items: 

Salwa to share resolution written by Task Force in meeting follow-up materials. 

Salwa to follow up with Gwyn about Metro contact for policies. 

Salwa to follow up with Jesse about Local Services Communications contact. 

Partners will reach out to Salwa with input for future presenters and next projects. 

Partners to continue to share and utilize Coordinated Awareness Campaign materials. 

 

Next Meeting: 

February 11th, 10:30 am-12:00 pm, via Zoom 

Snoqualmie Valley Mobility Coalition Staff Support: 

Salwa Raphael, Mobility Coordinator 

Sraphael@hopelink.org 

425-466-3442 

 

Please contact Salwa Raphael at Sraphael@hopelink.org or 425-466-3442 for any errors or omissions in these 

notes. 

mailto:Sraphael@hopelink.org
mailto:Sraphael@hopelink.org

